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PREFACE 



It shall be mv endeavour noi vj exLsii^i mr r*r'a:Ar'if 
patience in the preface, however Learijv I jnhj dr^'w •. pv:. 
it in the work itself. It is so mzTh it fti^Lc-L r/^Tr-t- 
days for writers of iravek to £pC'Iogize for ;:.*:t pT'^w.'.- 
tions, bv stall ne that thev are less i}-'e r'.?-".: cf tc-:*^'->i;. 
ihan a sort of irresisiiiMe iEspirL'Jor.. h:'v..v. ^ u^Vj 'l»i^ 
spirits by the genii loci of the sjfO'.^ '^^y Li-" e i ^iissd. 
that I should not probaUy be belierc-^- if I sr.'OLid fiy •ji^i 
I joined the Constelhuon wiiLoui any iLi^Bt.-ori of yyfjr.:r,^ 
my pen for the edification c-f ihe poW!'-. At I -So r.:: t« .»fi 
to make my first, — and probab-y my lfc--L — tp;**. 4.njj'.-* 
before the world in the charsrter of an ci^i'.'::. wi:;. <£.'. i -- 
sertion ai the ouiset thit would 06C2£;ol r.v -.•.,->•.■ v, •■'■ 
called in quesiion, I fh JJ m^ke no sLih ♦J'.?lsr:;:-::.. — ■_. y - 
I might do it in good faith. 

My object, the n.— to dish at ol-.^j in Tfotduu t*>. — lu 
;*,»plying for my situation, was twofo!«3. — ;:.•; Sff^^-jL-.Tiorj 
of the languages of the South of E>:rop>^. c.yjd iLe »:?h't 
of those glorious regioLS, where Genius w?,://jr<.e<2 .r^ her 
young and vc-mal hour. Being somewha: fond of ^vriV 
bling. I inundated my fr.cr.i? wiA k-tler«, of whicn I w« 
foolish enough to reiiiri '^opie*. and kept beti-i*:* a copio':* 
journal of notes and obften&iions for my own improv. rrier/. 
anu divercion. 

On my remm to the United States, some of my ir.f:h'l» 
were kind, — perhaps I ought to say pariitil.^-^z.ovzh to 
suggest that I had the mateiials of an arooain/ rolum';. 
My selMove was flattered by the BQC^eauoti, '<&w^ \cvn sO\- 
eotMtaee so much confirmed, ih'^i I Si^v ia^M:\i ^(^^tv v& 
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VI PREFACE. 

weave the web of what I intended to limit, at the utinoit» 
to a moderate sized octavo. In the process of arrange' 
ment and preparation, my materials swelled to an unex- 
pected bulk, and for the result,— fcce signuml 

If I should profess indifference to the success of my 
labours, I should deceive neither myself nor any body else. 
To the judgment of an enlightened and liberal public, I 
leave the decision of their merit. In extenuation of their 
faults, which I feel to be numerous and of diversified 
complexion, I might plead inexperience in the art of com- 
position ; a want of previous practice in observing; and the 
often ill-discriminating judgment of youth as to the fittest 
objects of public curiosity, and the fittest circumstances and 
terms by which to place them before the public mind : but I 
forbear. If my volumes should serve to beguile the tediom 
of solitude, — if they should furnish an agreeable relaxstion 
in the intervals of severer pursuits,— or, more ambitioui 
still, if they should rectify error and enlighten ignoranee» 
though in the humblest degree and to the most limited 
extent, — ^if, I repeat, these ends should by my labours be 
secured to any portion of my fellow citizens, I shall not 
have lost my reward. 

PhUadefyhia. 17/A July, 1832. 
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TWO YEARS AND A HALF IN THE NAVY. 



CHAPTER I. 



On the first day of July, 1829, 1 left Washington City 
to join the United States frigate Constellation, then lying 
at Norfolk, hut soon to sail for the Mediterranean station. 
Having laid in the necessary supply of linen, packed my 
luggage, received the parting benedictions of my friends, 
and eaten my last dinner on the Capitoline Mount, I 
stqpped into the coach I had ordered, with that mingled 
sentiment of melancholy and gladness, naturally result- 
ing from the thoughts of my exile and the anticipations 
of treading on classic ground. The driver, having folded 
up the steps and shut the door of the coach, mounted to 
his seat and gave his whip a crack, that reminded me of 
the nose of the incomparahle trumpeter of the Doubting 
Dutchman. The steeds started off with that alacrity 
which we may suppose the tremendous nasal peals of 
Van Corlear infused into the soldiers of the g'jbematorial 
Walter, and 1 was rapidly rolled over the descent from 
the Capitol to the steamboat wharf, where the concourse 
of hackney coaches, each pouring forth its quota of lug- 
gage and passengers, the scrambling and bickering of 
porters, the prodigious roar of the steam, and the univer- 
sal flurry, all gave indication that no time was to be lost 
in getting on board by those who did not wish to sup in 
Washington. After a short but unyielding resistance to 
imposition, a penchant to which I have found to be in 
all countries the peculiar birth-right of this class of per- 
sons, I arranged matters with my coachman, and had my 
tSttXB transterred to the boaL Precv^V)' ^\. ^^mx ^^ ^^v^l^ 
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2 TWO TSARS AND A HALF 

P. M., the last bell ceased tolling, the hawsers were east 
loose from the moorings^ and the music of contending 
voices and escaping vapour gave place to the sounds oc- 
casioned by the regular play of the engine and the cease- 
less plashing of the paddles. 



At Alexandria the same scene was repeated. Here 
many of my friends, 

** Plotius ct Varius Sinueasae, VirgiliiiBque," 

came down to the landing to extend to me the parting 
hand, and repeat their wishes that every gale might wait 
me a blessing, and that each succeeding wave might in- 
crease my debt of gratitude to the God of the land and 
the God of the ocean. While separated from my natal 
soil by the wide-rolling Atlantic, the remembrance of 
these friendly offices has often been sweet and refreshing. 
Let shallow misanthropes exhaust their ingenuity in vili- 
fying human virtue, I cannot join the heartless cry. I 
will never believe that friendship is but another name 
for selfishness, and I despise the wretch whose mcrcenar}' 
soul resolves it into a mere commerce of interests. When 
storms and darkness were upon the deep, in the sweet 
vales of Italy, the wild mountain passes of Greece, and 
amid the fillh and fleas of a Turkish Khann, the memory 
of the friends 1 had left behind, and who, I knew, were 
offering up their prayers for my safety and success, has 
often come over my soul like a stream of pure and healing 
waters. 

About six o'clock we passed Fort Washington on our 
left, and shortly after the residence of the Father of his 
Country on our right. Mount Vernon is one of the love- 
liest and most romantic spots 1 ever beheld. Its calm 
and chastened beauties accord well with the character of 
the man whose fame has rendered it the resort of pilgrims 
from every quarter of the gIo))e. Foreigners quarrel 
with our treatment of the venerable hero's remains ; but 
J cannot but think their criticisms in bad taste. We may 
Mdmire Uie monuments reared to the memory of a Ilan- 
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nihalf a Csesar, or an Alexander; but the homage of the 
heart is the only offering made beneath the tree that 
shades tlie grave of Washington. Washington himself, 
in his last will and testament, has thought proper to order 
things just as they are. The ambition of a general who 
could weep that his victories were limited to the conquest 
of a world, might have been tickled at the anticipation 
of a gorgeous mausoleum ; but the modest patriot, who 
was satisfied when the liberty and independence of his 
country were achieved, would have been as averse to os- 
tentation in death, as he had been during his life. 

I was gratified at witnessing the effect which our ap- 
proach to Mount Vernon produced on the passengers. 
When our nearness was announced in the cabin, every 
one hastily seized his hat and hurried up on deck, and 
** Where is the grave ?" — ^^ Can the grave be seen from 
the water ?" — " On which side of the house is the grave ?" 
were questions poured from a hundred lips at once. 
Such is the homage paid to exalted talents and virtue. 
Why are a thousand spots in the valley of our own Mis- 
sissippi, richer in all the sublimities and beauties of nature 
than the plains of Athens or of Troy, passed by without 
arresting the traveller's attention ? It is because the genius 
of a Thcmistoclcs, the heroism of an Achilles, the wisdom 
of a Plato, or the numbers of a Homer, have never con- 
secrated or embalmed them. From the deathless interest 
which the memory of the great, the wise and the virtuous 
imparts to the places illustrated by their lives or honour- 
ed by their ashes, we derive glorious evidence of the 
sujjeriority of mind over matter, and of moral over phy- 
sical beauty. 

The bell rang for tea shortly after we passed Mount 
Vernon, and I had an opportunity of surveying my fel- 
low-passengers top;cthcr. So large a congregation of 
strangers always furnishes a wide variety of character, 
and is of courses an excellent school for the study of 
human nature. I selected a scat near the ladies, (Heaven 
bless the dear creatures 1) for the sake of a pretty black- 
eyed little beauty, with whom I had <^ knocked up" a 
sort of acquaintance; and here 1 {oxnw^^ ^ xvviv< ^\!&^w^ 
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exceedingly edifying to me, that 1 hope the reader will 
excuse me for giving some account of it, especially 
as it will teach him a lesson of caution, if he should ever 

happen to be similarly situated. Mr. ^ who was my 

right hand neighbour, seemed to take a particular fancy 
to me; whether it was that he dibcovered in me any 
qualities which really pleased him, or, as is more proba- 
ble, a certain unsuspecting greenness, more pleasing to 
him than any thing else. He had been to Washington, 
he said, attending to some claims in Congress, and was 
on his way to his residence in Charleston, S. C. He was 
dressed in a fme suit of black broadcloth, tall and com- 
manding in his person, slightly bald, with a somewhat 
debauched expression of countenance, but altogether tlie 
air and manners of a gentleman. He was evidently not 
an unskilful observer of the heart He studied to accom- 
modate himself to my tastes, and lost no suitable oppor- 
tunity of flattering my pride. 

In Norfolk, we stopped at the same house, and used 
frequently to walk out of an evening together. On one 
of these occasions he informed me that he had deter- 
mined to go to New York instead of Charleston, that he 
had already taken passage on board a packet soon to sail 
for that city, and would probably arrive there earlier 
than the Constellation. He assured me that what he was 
going to say was vastly disagreeable, but that gentlemen 
were sometimes reduced to extremities*, — he wished me 
to lend him ten dollars, which he would return in New 
York, or, in case he should not be there, he would give 
me a letter to his brother, a man of substance, who would 
hand mc the money the moment I called on him. The 
lending of ten dollars to a friend is a small favour, 
and I could not refuse. On our arrival at New York, 1 

went immediately to the American Hotel. Mr. 

had been there, but had left; and the result of the whole 
matter was that his brother had been a poor man while 
living, and had been dead for about two years. Thus I 
had the pleasure uf losing my ten dollars, and, which 
WBB the ^'most unkindest cut," of being villanously 
^lled into the bargain. I would divide my Usl dollar 
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vrith honest poverty, but polished villany I could see 
die of starvation without one eompuctious visiting. A 
letter of introduction, containing an order for money on 
a dead brother, is a thing which, for the honour of 
humanity, I hope, few except myself have ever held in 
their pocket 

With the exception of the adventure just related, 
nothing remarkable occurred on the passage down the 
Potomac and Chesapeake. The company was generally 
agreeable, and with the aid of newspap>ers, backgammon, 
Honice, and the ladies, I managed to keep off the monster 
ennuL A prim, black-eyed little Frenchman, whose 
beauty had not been greatly improved by the small pox, 
amused us vastly with his politeness, snuff-box, and 
songs. A Frenchman is an animal sui generis. Meet 
him whenever and wherever you may, he is still a 
Frenchman, retaining, in all their vividness, his three 
master qualities, — vanity, gaiety and hatred to Shak- 
speare. Yet with all their levity and devotion to gal- 
lantry and fashion, the French are unsurpassed, perhaps 
uncfjualled in the diligence with which they pursue sci- 
entific researches. They make better engineers than 
critics, and their mathematics are preferable to their 
poetry. 

There is but one Mount Vernon on the banks of the 
Potomac. Some handsome plantations arc washed by 
its waters, but the country through which it flows is 
thinly settled, and the scenery has none of the romantic 
wildness of the hills which surround Lake George, the 
towering sublimity of the mountains that rise from the 
banks of the Hudson, or the picturesque beauty of the 
▼alley of the Blue Ridge in the interior of Virginia. 



At ten o'clock on the morning of the third of July, 
wc hove-to to send our Old Point passengers ashore, and 
at half-past eleven, the roar of steam and the rush of 
porters announced our arrival at Norfolk. I was met by 
Capt Wudsworthj who had kmd\y \u\fcTeaXfcftL\\vccv«\\\w 

1* 
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procuring my appointment, and who invited me to wit 
the Constellation with him in the evening. As I was a 
stranger in Norfolk, I abandoned myself to the guidance 

of my friend , to whom the reader baa already had 

the honour of an introduction. He took me to the Steam- 
boat Hotel, where I was crammed into a room not much 
larger than a mouse-trap, not much cooler than a furnace, 
and not much cleaner than it should be; and which, on 
the fifth, I was fain to exchange for a more commodious, 
airy, and cleanly apartment in a private boarding-house. 
Norfolk has no such public house as it ought to have, 
and is well able to support It has none that are even 
second rate. 

The first impressions of a stranger on visiting Norfolk, 
especially if he arrives in a steamboat, must be unfa- 
vourable. He is jostled by a crowd of oily Africans, 
his eyes are disgusted by filth, and his nostrils saluted 
by a congregation of odours which make him << corru^ 
gere narem;^^ and when, having manfully endured all 
these evils and l)ccn put in good humour by a glass of 
mint julap, he inquires for the Lions, he is provokingly 
told that they arc " not at homtV^ There are only 
three, and one of them is in the Dismal Swamp and the 
other two over the river. To those who have been in 
Norfolk it would be unnecessary to say that I refer to 
l^ke Drummond, the Dry Dock, and the Navy Hos- 
pital. 

The place, however, improves on acquaintance. It has 
a few pleasant streets and some handsome residences, 
but its society is its highest recommendation. In their 
social intercourse, its citizens are distinguished by that 
easy urbanity, that generous hospitality, and that free- 
dom and warmth of manners, which are the inheritance 
and the glory of every true Virginian. I attended seve^ 
ral parliesy and was struck with tlie uncommon beauty 
of the females. As you advance towards the equator, 
female beauty — at least a certain class of it— diminishes 
in exact proportion to the latitude. In the .-southern 
states, that rich bloom which meets and charms the eye 
in the drawing-rooms of our northern cities, is generally 



ezohnged fiir a pallid or bnisecte complexion:. Nc;: «o 
in Norfolk : Anacreon mieht have satidccc hi< Tc>ipci- 
0U8 eye amid the charms of ic5 bloominz iii'j£h:er3w 

But if southern ladles cannot vie with these of the 
north in beauty — in the eleeance and sweetness of iheir 
manners, in the ease, gracefulness and e!as::city of their 
movements, and in the thrilling eloquence of the eye and 
lip, they are greatly their superiors^ Let females, how- 
ever, varv as thev mav in beautv and manners* their 
hearts, as far as mv observation has extended, are everv 
where the same — gentle, kind, susceptible, pa:;er.r, for- 
giving and constant in their loves. Go where you will, 
woman is the cream of the world. We should be a set 
of demi-savages without her. Her beauty, her redne- 
ment, her gentleness, her fortitude, her ten thousand 
soft and winning graces — outward and inward — material 
and spiritual — all fit her pre-eminently to be the com- 
panion of the rougher and sterner sex. 

In Norfolk people amuse themselves at parties as they 
do in other parts of the country. 3Iusic, cards, chess, 
chitchat, and toddy; each contributes its share of enter- 
tainment. I met with some genuine blue-stockings, who 
could spout poetry like rain, who could give the lineages 
of all the heroes and heroines of romance, and who had 
read Gibbon without becoming infidels, or even disco- 
vering his hostility to the Christian system. I like to 
see ladies intelligent and well educated, but I hate a 
blue-stocking as 1 do a bloodsucker. To female pe- 
dantry, of all things in the world, I would say, " Pro- 
cul! O Procul!" 

The Navy is all the rage at Norfolk. Its officers are 
in great demand, and they contribute not a little to the 
agreeableness of its society. But it owes its popularity 
there partially to other considerations : it is one of the 
main pillars of the place. Nearly all our public vessels 
return from their cruises and discharge their crews there ; 
and the money which from tliis source flows into the 
•trong-boxes of the merchants and shopkeepers, gives an 
impulse to business felt throughout all the ramifications 
of aociety. I entertain no sentimcnta of hostility to Nor- 
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folk, but I cannot think it quite fair that it shoulA be 
made the general rendezvous of our men of war on their 
return passages. Let them be equally distributed be- 
tween the different Navy Yards. Such an act of justice 
would be attended with the certain advantage of mak- 
ing the Navy better known to our citizens, and with the 
probaI)Ie one of increasing its popularity Uiroughout the 
country. If either branch of the public service should 
be a peculiar favourite with the nation, it is unquestion- 
ably the Navy. Separated from the eastern world by 
an ocean more than three thousand miles in width, with 
an Atlantic frontier well fortified, and an extent of terri- 
tory whicli would rondcTany attempt at conquest scarcely 
less than farcical, we might Inugh to scorn all t))c soldiers 
that unitod Europe could send against us ; but (he gi- 
gantic naval power of i']nglnnd, and the increasing atten- 
tion paid to this l)ranch of the public service in France, 
arc circumstances which ought to affect public opinion in 
this country, and oj)cn the eyes of the government lo the 
importance of a large, well-organized and eilicient Navy, 
officered by men in no respect inferior to the ollicers of 
the Army. Tlie writer's views on this interesting and 
all-important subject, drawn from personal observation 
and careful meditation, will be developed more at large 
in the progress of this work. 



At dinner I was detained a little too long in the dis- 
cussion of a roast turkey and a bottle of claret, and when 
I went down to the w*harf to fulfil my engagement, I 
found that Captain W. had already gone. Uowtxiit, I 
fell in with one of the curly-headed descendants of Ham, 
who was willing to pull me over for a couple of "7^/w," 
and we struck a bargain at once. The scoundrel kept 
grumbling about the tide, and at last spoke out his mean- 
ing like a hero : ** Massa, I tink you no pay me 'nougli. 
lie bery hard pull gin dc tide : Massa, look how I 
sweats!" and, suiting the action to the word, he gave me 
such ])roofs of the truth of what he said, as I would not 
like to have witnessed in a tight room. Arrived along- 
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Ae ship, I slipped an odd fip into his hand, for 
which he saluted me with his most complaisant bow and a 
"God bless you, my dear Massa!" and I hurried up the 
ladder, anxious to see my new quarters, and make the 
acquaintance of my new companions. The ship was a 
perfect wilderness to me, and the noises which issued 
irom all quarters would have put the confusion of Babel 
to the blush. I met with the captain, who introduced 
me to the first lieutenant, and told me that he would 
show me in what part of the ship J was to live. As that 
vras a piece of information in which I felt some interest, 
I begged Mr. Paulding to communicate it immediately. 
We were then standing on the third deck. Mr. P. 
pointed to a dark hole still below us, and said, << There 
is where you are to live ; the place is called the cockpit, 
but as I do not wish to deprive you of your sleep to- 
night, I will show it to you some other time." I thank- 
ed him for his kind regard for my repose, and laughed 
off the matter as well as I could ; but his words rang in 
my ears, and the dismal appearance of the hole haunted 
my imagination. 

1x1 company with Captain Wadsworth, the chief clerk 
in tlie Navy Department and some other naval oiliccrs, I 
called on Commodore Barron, to whom I had been order- 
ed to report myself for duty on board the Constellation. 
He said that if I had seen Captain W. the business was 
all done. He was in fine spirits, and took us to sec the 
North Carolina. I was astonished at her size ; she is a 
little world of herself. The Commodore was enthusiastic 
in his commendations of her. He spoke of the Penn- 
sylvania at Philadelphia — said that some naval olHccrs 
thought her too large — but for himself, give him another 
row of teeth, and he thought he could bite to better pur- 
pose. His conversation was full of spirit, and well sea- 
soned with the genuine language of the tar. 

lu our visit to the North Carolina, I had an opportu- 
nity of observing a mode of etiquette universal among 
naval gentlemen. In going on board of a siiip, the 
highest officer always ascends the ladder first, and is fol- 
lowed by the otliers in the order of their rank, but in 



1 
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leaving her this order is reversed. The same etiquette 
is observed in descending and ascending the ladders 
when on board. While the Constellation was at anchor 
off CoweSy I saw this lesson taught to a poor fellow not 
in the most agreeable manner. A large boat-load of us 
had come off to the ship at night, and the moment the 
boat was snugly alongside, he jumped upon the platform 
at the foot of the accommodation ladder, when a lieute- 
nant sung out to him in a stern and peremptory tune, 

"Mr. , stop there, and let your superiors pass up 

first." 



On the evening of the next day, resolved to inspect 
my new domicile for myself, I paid another visit to the 
Constellation. I had not then seen Mr. Jones' Naval 
Sketches, and could form no idea of what sort of place I 
might expect. My nntiripalions from what I had seen 
and heard the day before, were not of the most cheering 
kind, but 1 was (Iflcrniincd to know the worst. I got ■» 
lantern, for the readc^r must know that the blessed light 
of the Sim never shines in those lower regions, and 
yEncas-like, dcsrcndcd to the floating Avrrnus. The 
first view made my heart sink within me. It was about 
fi)»rrteen feet scpiare, four and a half in height, and as 
filthy and clogged as a lumber-yard. It seemfd to me to 
be a jieriect thorougli-fare, into which every thing was 
thrown that was not suffered to remain any whrre else, 
and the spirit-room hatrh and the doors of five store- 
rooms and a brcMd-room which perforated its walls, re- 
minded me of the hundred mouths of the dismal abode 
of the Cumaian Syl)il. I was somewhat consolr'd by 
Mr. P.'s assurance that it would look like a different 
place when every thing was arranged, and 1 afterwards 
found it a far less rlisagretai)Ie residence than its first ap- 
pearance led me to anticipate. 

Hnl if I was disappointed in my own apartment, and 
the internal arrangement of the ship ap|)cared confused 
and unintelligible, there was a beauty in her external ap- 
pearance, which I could botli comprehend and enjoy. 
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niac^ bearing the precious burden, and tricked out with 
a profusion of ornaments that would have satisfied a har- 
loty passed the Constellation and Erie, the Litter of which 
had just returned from a cruize in tlie West Indies, with 
her crew in prinie order. The President, as he ])assed, 
was cheered by both sliips at the same time, and I had 
the gratification of witnessing for the first time that beau- 
tiful evolution, called *' Manning the yards and cheer- 
ing." It is generally performed when a distinguished 
personage visits or passes the vessel. Sometime previous 
to its taking place, all hands are ordered to *'< clean 
themselves,'* and th(;y are stationed tor the occasion by 
the first Lieutenant. When the time for manning the 
yards arrives, the men are all sent up from below, and 
at the command, "Lay aloft!'' they spring upon the rig- 
ging, each eager to surpass his companion, and the 
shrouds, fore and aft, on both sides of the ship, are in- 
stantly whitened and animated with their bounding 
forms. They cluster on the tops and al)out the topmast 
cross-trees and topgallantmast head, and then all is 
(juiet. At th(» second command, *• Lay out upon the 
yards!*' the scene again becomes animated ; the men 
spn»a(l tlicni selves in opposite directions, forming nine 
parallel lines, and supporting themselves by means of 
li!e-Iin<-s fastened to the lifts and masts. Arrived at their 
stations, silence resumes her reign, and if but a whisper 
reach the de(*k, it is stilled by the menacing thunders of 
the trumpet, — '* Keep silence there aloft! — Mr. — , t.ike 
down tiie name of the first man who sjieaks, and let me 
know who he is." "Aye, aye, sir," is the reply, and 
it is the only sound that now breaks the almost death- 
like stillness which reigns throughout the ship. At last 
comes the command to "cheer," at which the men doff 
their hats, wave them three times in the air, and rend 
the heavens with loud and long huzzas. In summer, 
when the men are dressed in their iniiform of white 
(luck iVocks and trowser.s, the appearance of the y-jrds 
on su( h occasions is peculiarly graceful and elegant. 
Thr JVesident and SecreUiry visited tlie Xavy Yard, 
//jc Dry Dock ami several of lV\fisV\\\^a on the evening of 
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Iheir airivaly and the next day they were escorted from 
the wharf to Johnson's Hotel, amid the cheers of the 
multitude and the waving of white handkerchiefs hy the 
fiur demoiselles who appeared by scores in the doors and 
windows of the houses^ that lined the streets through 
which they passed. 



I joined the Constellation on the morning of the four- 
teenth. The sailors who took my trunks up the gang- 
way, asked me if they were to go down to the steerage. 
I told them that I knew nothing about where the steer- 
age waSy but that I had understood I was to live in the 
cockpit. They laughed heartily at my ignorance, called 
me a " green-horn, and kindly set about enlightening 
me ; " It's where the midshipmen mess, down on the 
berdi deck, forward of the wardroom ; you'll find out 
where it is, I reckon, before you've been long aboard." 

In the afternoon we got under weigh and dropped 
down to Hampton Roads, off Fortress Stonroe. Amaze- 
ment was the only sentiment I felt. The numerous and 
complicated manoeuvres of weighing anchor, making sail 
and coming-to, were all beyond my comprehension. The 
very language employed was as unintelligible as so much 
Arabic ; but nothing was a greater enigma to me than 
the whistling of the boatswain's mates and the measured 
sing-song of the quartermasters, when they announced 
the depth of the water. I asked a midshipman for an 
explanation of the whistling, and he knew as much of 
the matter as I did. He said it was to cheer the men! 
I took the explanation, as it was given, in good faith, 
but could not for my life conceive what there was so 
very cheering in the tones of a large silver whistle. I 
thought a Jews-harp would have been far preferable. 

My first night on board was a sleepless one. I 
attempted to sleep in the steerage. There were four 
mess-rooms appropriated to tlie midshipmen, each of 

* " Green-hom*' is a term applied on shipboard to all who have 
acrer been to sea before. 

VOL. /. 2 
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which was then surrounded by a continuous box or chesty 
called a locker, and subserving as many different pui- 
poses as Castor's nose. As my cot had not been arranged 
for sleeping in the cockpit, I had my mattrass spread on 
one of these lockers, where I " turned in*' for the night ; 
but the noise occasioned by the changing of the watches, 
the snoring of the sailors, the tread of the officers on duty, 
the occasional grunting of the pigs and my own busy 
brain, combined to render my situation not unlike that 
of Scudamour in the house of Care, 

"Where, if by fortune any little nap 
Upon his heavy eyelids chanced to fall," 

the hammering imps of that arch blacksmith gave him 
a rap on his head, which effectually put it to fliglit To- 
wards morning I got into a little dose, but at four o'clock 
all hands were called, and the '< holy-stones" set a-gping, 
and this new noise was like the red-hot iron tongs of the 
master workman himself. Iloly-stones, so called, I sup- 
pose, from being used in purifying, are stones to which 
two ropes are fastened by means of which they arc 
drawn violently back and forth over a deck covered with 
sand, and it requires not the aid of a descri])tion to enable 
the reader to judge of tlie kind and degree of noise occa- 
sioned by the simultaneous operation of a number of these 
stones. This operation is called " wet holy -stoning," or 
<< dry holy-stoning," according as the decks are wet or 
dry when it is performed. This was the uniform mode 
of cleaning the ship when I joined her, but it afterwards 
fell into disuse, and was employed only occasionally. 
The next night I tried the cockpit, and succeeded better. 
On board a man of war one soon learns to sleep in the 
midst of all sorts of noises. 

On tlie evening of the following day, the Secretary of 
tlie Navy came on board to take passage with us to New 
York. He had previously been introduced to all the 
oiiicers attached to the ship, when he visited her in Nor- 
folk in company with the President lie was received 
mth a aaluto which was to have consisted of seventeen 
gunSf but which was interrupted by \h« cry — ^* A man 
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is killed! a man is killed!" Fortunate] v. howev«r, it 
proved to be a mistake : no one was either kUied or in- 
jured. It is customary in firios salutjes lo hs^ve all the 
boats removed from the sides of the ship, aid rr.c/Dresdat 
her stern, to prevent accidents of the kir-d jus: alluded 
to. By some carelessness, this prec&'Jtion riad been ne- 
glected in regard to one of the boais. sr-d the men who 
were in her, being really in danger, raised the cry that 
they were already dtad. 



On the morning of the si.xteenih. we got under weigh 
for Xew York. >Vhen I crawled out of my dcrmitorv, 
about six o'clock, the noble promontory of Cape Henry 
was full in sight. It is on your rich: as you go out from 
the Chesapeake : before you. and on your left, stretches, 
till it is lost in the distance, the ocean, boundless, majestic 
and free. It was ilic first time I had ever beheld it : I 
leave the reader to imasine my feelings — I cin find no 
language to descrilxr them. 

On our return, I wts forcibly strjck with the resem- 
blance between this p:-.r! of the coast of Virgiriia and the 
coast of Tripoli. Both lo'.v. champaign and nionotonouSy 
the vast sand bank wiiich corrjnosf.-s Cane Heiirv, and 

A J w 

extends to a considerable di^iance on each side of it. re- 
sembles the desert that stretches into tlie interi-jr of Tri- 
poli, and the magnificent palm-ffroves of the African Re- 
S»ncy f»iid their counterpait in the forest pines of the 
Id Dominion. 

Wc continued in siisht of land till neir sunset, when 
the last faint traces rsf it, which had for some time ap- 
peared like a low cloud resting on the far-off horizon, 
faded entirely from our view, and I found myself in a 
situation, long the object of my wishes — a situation 
which imajrinaiion, in Iilt day-dreams and nij^ht-visions, 
had often spread before my eager gaze — with nothing 
around me but the blue heavens and the still bluer waters 
of the great ocean, strongest of Creation's sons, 

*« Thai rolls the vast, profound, e\cn\a\ Vi^ca 
in Siturv'i anthem, and makes in\\svc> smq\\ 
As ciurms die car of tied.** 
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I know not whether it be so with othersy but to me 
there is a sublimity in the idea of the ocean, to whioh 
nothing else on earth is comparable ; — a sublimity be- 
fore which my imagination, in her boldest moods, has 
always quailed. Do you love to contemplate power ? 
Here is power that bows to no superior but the voice of 
the Almighty. — Vastncss ? Here is vastncss that abforbs 
and overpowers the fancy. — Immutability ? Here is a 
body which, from the first glad hour when the morning 
stars sang together, as they gazed on the new-bom bun- 
ties of creation, has been, and, until their lyres are tuned 
to chant the requiem of nature, will be 

*< I^oiid uttering' satire, clay and nig^ht, on each 
Succeeding r.icc and little pompous work 
Of man." 

In short, it is an emblem, faint indeed, but still too great 
for the loftiest human intellect to grasp, of the infinitude 
of eternity. 



Life at sea has little in common with life on shore, and 
hence, on our passage from Norfolk to New York, every 
thing I saw or heard interested me from its novelty. 
The manmivring of the ship, the distinctions of ranki 
the language and tone in which orders were given, the 
regular i*ecurronce of the same scenes and duties, and the 
novel exhii)itions of character and manners, all in their 
turn awakened my curiosity, and fdled my mind with 
that confused hut delirious wonder, which novelty al- 
ways inspires. One of the very fn'st lessons I learned 
on hoard a man of war was that I had superiors, and that 
I must how to the etiquette of rank. One day I happen- 
ed to he walking on tiie larboard side of the quarter 
deck, which in ])ort is appropriated to the inferior offi- 
cers, wlifii I was reminded, with the utmost politeness 
of manner, that the weather side of the deck at sea al- 
ways belonged to the captairi and wardroom ofllcersL 
At another time, on ascending the ladder nearest the 
cMn door, I w^js informed that that had a similar appro- 
priation. 



IK THX NATT. 17 

I the passage round I messed with the midshipmen, 
lived entirely on what are called on .shipboard 
junk and hard tack," which means salted provi- 
and sea-biscuit. "Fresh grub and soft tack" are 
oa terms for fresh meats and bread. Otir wat^r was 
d both in taste and smell, that I generally held my 
h till I had drunk off all I wanted^ to avoid, as far as 
blc, the unpleasant sensations occasionefl tn the ol- 

?- and gustatory nerves. Had I then been asked 
relished such fare, I should have repUftrl in thft 
lagc of Charles XII. after having eaten a piece of 
dy bread presented to him by a murrriuring soldier, 
is not good, but it can be eaten." I con^atJiIat-ed 
ilf on the flexibility of my temperament, and deter- 
'd, in the true f^pirit of a philosopher, never to de- 

as long as I could get br:ans or iohJtrowMe.* If the 
ships and privations of a sr:a.faring liff. had been 
old greater th;m this early promise forefiod#:d, I 
Id still have bern content to endure them for the 

of ihc Atlantic and the glorious regions U;^ond it. 
le niid.>hi])men crdl ear.h other familiarly *' reefers," 
I had frequent opportunities of witnessing their yy- 
(li:«position and hahifs. Voungand buoyant^ the ef- 
•scence of their spirits wha continually escaping in 

(rvsprit, generally poiiit.f:d at each other. After 
lig •• turned in," they sometimes became sfi boist/;r- 
n lliuir mi nil that t!ie lirst lieutenant was obligf:d to 
out to them from the wardroom, " Oentiemen, if 
don't make less noise, I shall senrj you on deck to 
I watch." I was ofton walked by them at mid- 
t, and at four oVIock in the morning, when the 
li was changed . The whole steerage was frequently 
;c-, and nothing was to he heard for fifteen or twenty 
lies hut volleys of brilliant repartee and loud peals of 
^iicr. The old cruizers exhausted their ingenuity in 
ig to in. pose on the credulity of the •* green-horns." 

l.uvc never seen tlii.H wrinl written. I have therefore given it an 
jfTajjhy (om'^poiuling to its pronunciation. Il is a ciia h co i 
I «ir!>ait beef and potatoes liaiilicd up tugcUicr, and very ' 
rhen nothing better can be obtained. 

2' 
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On one of these occasioniy Mr. ■ made one of 

them believe that it was customary for midshipmen 
to break all their china once a month. '^But," «dd 
he, " why do they break it?" ** Why, to be sure," re- 
plied the otlier, " only to live up to their pay."* They 
sometimes carried their practical jokes a little too far. 
The night after we sailed from Old Point, one poor fel- 
low, when he went down to turn in, found a goat snugly 
lashed in his hammock. << Sky-larking" and "run- 
ning," that is, rough-and-tumble play and a free indul- 
gence in personal sarcasms, occupied no small portion of 
their time. 

The men were as fond as the " reefers" of <* running" 
each other, and imposing on the credulity of landsmen. 
Many of the green-horn sailors became thoroughly sick 
of their new i)erth : poor fellows! they little knew to 
what they were coming when they shipped on board a 
man of war. In addition to their real hardships, the 
old cruizcrs tcazed them to death; for, the reader must 
know, that in the eye of a genuine tar, a man who has 
never seen the sun rise and set among the waves, is not 
much. One of them said to me, half enraged from a 
dispute he had just ended, << Why, the old sailors think, 
because they have been to sea and know the names and 
uses of some fifty ropes, nobody but themselves knows 
any thing on any subject" The censure was more than 
half just. Sailors are not given to over-rating the skill 
of other men. They see their superiority in their own 
profession, and fancy an equal superiority in every thing 
else. 



Early on the morning of the twenty-first, we made 
tlic Highlands in N. Jersey^ and shortly after fired a gun 
and hove-to for a pilot It was ebb-tide when we got 
up to the bar, and we were consequently obliged to 
come to an anchor below it Here Mr. Branch took 
leave of us, and went up to New York in a pilot-boat 

' A midslupmui'a pay is only twenty doWitt ^«t intQiiiJ^ %ml one 
rtt/on. 
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his a^Lbilitv and iiriimilv of mannas* he had en* 
red hiniself to the officers, and whiai he leil la* cac^ 

with hi Ji. I heiieve, the respect and esteem oi all 
I becazne acquainted with him 
Te were kept od" the hoGk. waiting either tor wind 
ide. until the evening of the rwentyifth. when- both 
tg in our ravoiir, we got mder weich, and at five 
ock P. ^L anchored olf the Battery at Castle Gsrdau 
nediatelv en our arrival, I applied m Captain W. for 
nission ^ live ashore, which was promptiv and kind- 
rrantcd. Thou^ by no means tired oi old Nepmne^s 
licions. I was h^t siad to ^t once again on term 
na. 



f «o ) 



CHAPTER II. 



In the two following chapters I shall endeavour to 
give the reader some idea of what may be termed the 
geography of a man of war, and also of its internal or- 
ganization. A lady at Genoa, on visiting the Constella- 
tion, clasped her hands, and, with an energy and a tone 
highly characlcrislic, exclaimed, Corpodi Baco! i una 
piccola cilia!* No one can have visited a man of war 
for the first time without a sentiment, if not quite so 
vivid, at least somewhat similar to that of this fair Italian. 
It is in fact both a city and an empire — a city in its ma-' 
teriely and an empire in its morale. In order to give 
to what I have to Siiy on the first of these subjects a 
" local hal)itation and a name," I shall do little more 
tlian simply de.scril)e the ship in which I sailed. 



Tiie Constellation, as already sLited, is a frigate of the 
second class, mounting fourty-four guns. Her whole 
weight of metal is one thousand and sixteen pounds — 
her broadside five hundred and eight. She is among the 
oldest vessels in our navy, and is one of those happy 
first productions never afterw,nrds surpassed. In the 
beauty of her hull, she is unequalled by any thing I have 
ever seen afloat. The easy swell and curvature of the 
sides, and the general harmony of the proportions are 
inimitable. The new frigates may present a more war- 
like appearance, but the monotony of tlieir sides, rising 
as tliey do almost perpendicularly from the water to the 
hammock-nettings, is any thing but graceful or agreea- 
ble. In her spars and rigging the Constellation is less 
beautiful than some other of our public vessels. 

• "Body o'mc! it's m \\U\c cifcj\" 
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A frigate has three decks. The upper one is called 
the spar deck, and this is again subdivided into different 
parts, each called by its appropriate flame. All that part 
of it from the gangways aft, is deaominated the quarter 
deck. jNext to the cabin, this is the most sacred part of 
the ship. No officer on duty is allowed to appear there 
unless he is dressed in his uniform, and on ascending to 
it from below, or in coming over the ship's sides, he is 
obliged to pay it his respects by touching his hat I have 
been reprimanded for walking there in a hot summer's 
day without a cravat on, and the etiquette of touching 
the hat is in some instances so rigorously exacted, that 
midshipmen are suspended or quarantined for neglecting 
to comply with it. No officer is allowed to be seated 
on the quarter deck, and loud laughter and boisterous 
conversation are strictly prohibited. I knew an officer 
high in rank to be reported to the commodore by a 
master commandant for breaking out into what he called 
a "horse-laugh" on the quarterdeck. When we weigh- 
ed anchor from the Straits of Tencdos, the purser, sur- 
geon and myself got into a somewhat animated discus- 
sion on the localities of the Troad. We were not aware 
of the loudness with which we conversed, until remind- 
ed of it by the captain, who approached us and said, 
" Gentlemen, you are intcn*upting the orders of the 
trumpet" 

In port the starboard side* of the quarter-deck is ap- 
propriated to the ca])tain and ward-room officers, and the 
larboard to Uic inferior officers. I have seen a sailor 
taken to the jr;ang;way and receive a dozen for walking 
aft on the starboard side of the deck. At sea the higher 
officers are entitled to the weather side, that is, tlie side 
upon which the wind l)lows, whichever it may he. 

There are three hatches on tiie quarter deck, the after 
one of which belongs exclusively to tlie superior officers. 
Near the centre is the ca])stcrn, a large wooden cylinder, 
by means of which the anchor and other heavy weights 

* Ail you stand facings the ship's head, the Btarboard is on the your 
right, and Urhoard on your left The \asbout^ ^<i\& v^ ^'^ ^"^^^^ 
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are raised. The wheel, at which four men are stat 
to steer the ship, is j\isi forward of the mikcn mas 
in front of it are the binnacles, two upright box 
each of which is placed a mariner's com])ass. 

That part of the spar deck forward of the forcn 
called the forecastle. This is the favourite haunt 
men. Here they collect on a summer's cvoninp; to " 
their " yarns" and forget their labours in the pic; 
of the song and the dance. On these amusements ] 
not here enlarge, but will say more of them in ai 
part of this work. The blacksmith's shop is a 
shipped on the forecastle, when any work in that 1 
to be performed. 

On that portion of the spar deck, comprehcndc 
tween the quarterdeck and the forecastle, are slow 
the spare spars, and also at sea all the boats, exccf 
at the ship's stern, and one on each of her qnarlci' 
is called tlie booms. On the spar dock there an 
ladders for the men, two of wbicli are just forward 
gangways, and two just al>aft the fon.*mast. P; 
with this deck are six strong platforms, out.side i 
bulwarks, three on each side of the vessel, opposi 
three masts. They arc called the fore, main, and i 
chains. The shrouds, stout cable ro])cs wliirh su 
the masts laterally, are fastener i to tljoni. Tlie 
which give a fore and aft ^•up])ort to the masts ai 
nominated stays. 

The guns on this deck are called carnjnades, ar 
all short, excej)t generally two long carroiiadi-s u 
forecastle, and two on the quarter deck. Th«r bid' 
rise to about the height of a coinnion si/cfi man uln,- 
spar deck. They terminate in the }iainmoek-n« ni 
deep trough nearly encircling the shij), in wiiic 
hammocks are stowed diu'ing the day. In I'ind wc 
the hammorks are prolrcU'd by a tarrerl canviiss 
thrown over them, but in fair weather tliis iar])ai 
rolled up and laid on the top of them, so a> to 
them almost entirely exposed. Nothing contri 
jjjoro to the good ap])earance of a ship tlian clean 
mocks, neatly stowed. 
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I will now conduct my reader to the main, or gun 
deck. This is the great luxury of a frigate, as it fur- 
nishes a fmc promenade in all weathers. The sun, rain 
and dews are all excluded — ^things which annoy you 
prodigiously on board of a sloop. We will commence 
with the sanctum sanctorum of the ship, the captain's 
cabin. Tliis occupies nearly all the space on the main 
deck abaft the mizen mast, and encloses four guns. It is 
separated from the rest of the deck by a partition, call- 
ed, as all partitions on shipboard arc, a bulkhead, which 
IS always removed when the ship is cleared for action. 
The Constellation's cabin contained four apartments; — 
the forward cabin, which was tlie dining room, the after 
cabin, a circular apartment which served for a parlour, 
and two state-rooms. The only furniture of the forward 
cabin was a large mahogany side-board, whose top was 
perforated with lioles for tumblers and wine-glasses, a 
set of plain curly-maple chairs, and two cherry tables. 
The after cabin was carpeted and furnished with a cush- 
ioned sofa, a set of drawing-room chairs, two small sec- 
retaries, two looking-glasses, a few portrait paintings, a 
barometer, and a Fahrenheit One of the state-rooms 
was appropriated to the library, and the other was the 
captain's .sleeping room. I should not omit to mention 
that the tables in tlie forward cabin were always groan- 
ing beneath the weight of charts, sailing directions, and 
znathcmatical instruments. 

The portion of the gun deck extending from the cabin 
to the main mast is denominated the half deck. The lar- 
board side of this is also ap])ropriated to the olTicers, but 
it wants the sacred character of the quarter deck. Its 
use is common to olhcers of every grade. It is constant- 
ly occupied as a promenade, and in summer is the gene- 
ral reading-room. That part of this deck comprehended 
between the main mast and the galley is called the waist, 
and here the carpenters, tailors, shoemakers &c. carry 
on their respective business. The galley is just abaft 
the foremast, and is the ship's kitchen. The forward 
part of it is appropriated to the oilicer's cooking. This 
IS divided ioto three compartmenls, o( v^YvvcXv >\v^\. q'cw^^ 
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larboard side is for the use of the captain, that on the star- 
board for the use of the wardroom mess, and that in tha 
centre for all the officers below them. The after part of 
the galley is called the ** coppers," and belongs to the 
crew. On each side of the galley is a suspended taUe 
for the use of the cooks. The part appropriated to each 
of them is apportioned oiT, and you sometimes hear them 
defend their rights with as much earnestness and a good 
deal more violence than a debate, involving the destinies 
of Europe, would occasion in the British Parliament 
Forward of the foremast are congregated the poultry, 
pigs, sheep, goats, ct id omne genus. There were also 
on the Constellation's gun deck three pumps, one for 
pumping up the bilge water, one for procuring water to 
wash the shi]), and the other to draw off fresh water for 
the ordinary consumption of the officers and crew. 



Courteous reader, I beg thee to follow me down an- 
other ladder. Dicto ci/ius, here wc are on«the berth 
deck. Our feet are now below water-mark, and he who 
is not fond of hard knocks, must look out for his head. 

The after part of the berth deck is occupied as a mess 
room by the lieutenants and other commissioned officers. 
It is called the wardroom, extends to a considerable div* 
tancc forward of the mizen mast, and is separated from 
the rest of the deck by a bulkhead. It has five stat^ 
rooms on each side, which, though not very large, are 
sufficiently commodious, and are furnished with neat lit- 
tle bureaus at the public ex])en.se. Sonic of the officeifl 
have them carpeted and fitted up in elegant style. The 
first lieutenant is entitled to tlie first state-room, on the 
starboard side, and the others follow him in the order of 
their rank. The room on the larboard side, correspond- 
ing to the first lieutenant's, belongs to the sailing mas- 
ter, and the purser, surgeon and cha])lain are I'ntitlcd to 
rooms receding from his in the order in which their 
names are here mentioned. The wardroom receives iti 
)}ght />rincipally from a large sky-light over head. 
Immediately forward of the wa^room 'v& \h« «leer- 
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age, the midshipmen's domicile. This differs material- 
ly in different ships. In some, as in the Constellation, 
it is partitioned off into different mess rooms ; while in 
others, as in the Brandywine,, it Is all common, and is 
separated from the forward pait of the deck only by a 
canvass curtain. In the Constellation, as I have already 
mentioned in the preceding chapter, there are four mess 
rooms, two on each side of the ship. They are each 
about nine feet by seven. The middies are not allowed 
to have trunks on board, and the mess rooms are there- 
fore furnished with lockers to supply their place. Of 
these there are two kinds, chest lockers and <^ up and 
down" lockers. The chest lockers are nothing more 
than boxes surrounding three sides of the rooms: the up* 
right ones are more like bureaus, and are much more 
commodious. When we first sailed, we had the former 
kind, but they were afterwards torn away, and the others 
substituted. The open space in the steerage between the 
mess rooms is familiarly called the " country," and here 
the reeferrf hammocks are swung at night. The Con- 
stellation's steerage is the handsomest and most commo- 
dious I have ever seen. 

Immediately forward of the steerage are four state- 
rooms, occupied by the forward officers, and between 
them are four mess lockers, small store-rooms, where 
the provisions of the steerage and cockpit arc kept. 
Here is also an air pump, by means of which the foul air 
is removed from the lower parts of the ship. 

Wc are now forward of the main mast, and have come 
to an open part of the deck, lined on each side by a row 
of chests. Each of these is appropriated to one of the 
ship's messes, and contiins i^s table furniture and daily 
provisions. Here arc also compartments, formed by up- 
right wooden grates and extending on both sides of the 
ship from tlic state-rooms of the forward officers to the 
sick bay, in which the men keep their clothes. The sick 
bay, or apartment fur the sick, is a small room quite at 
the forward extremity of the berth deck. On each side 
of this deck there is a row of air ports, designed chiefly 
for the purptjso of ventilation, wh\e\\ li'iiwVfcw^ ^to\«v w«. 
end of it to tiie other. They arc o\Hiiv ou\^' vu ^xV 

VOL, I, 3 
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I will not detain the reader by a minute descr 
of a frigate's lower regions. Underneath the wan 
are the magazine and principal bread-room. The 
pit and spirit-room are below the steerage, and di 
forward of them is the main hold, which extends o' 
inconsiderable portion of the ship. Here are s 
the cables, water and most of the provisions. Tl 
ward officers, store-rooms are underneath the sicl 
The various implements of their respective era! 
kept in them, and they are generally fitted up 
good deal of taste and elegance. This is a part 
ship always shown to strangers, and which, if k 
proper order, generally excites more interest tha 
other. 



The foregoing expose cannot have been very 
ing, but I have been induced to make it to avoid t 
cessity of subsequent explanations. In doing so 
studied chiefly two things — brevity and cleafncsf 
I hope I have not so completely failed as either ti 
exhausted my reader's patience, or to have left him 
out some definite notions of what a man of war i 
sically; The second subject proposed to be cons 
.in this chapter, will possess an interest of a diflfere 
hidier character, as it has reference to moral relat 

The government on board a man of war is de; 
and must be so from the circumstances under wl 
exists. Men are here congregated together from 
every country under heaven. They bring with th 
natural principles of amalgamation, but on the co 
almost as many apples of discord as there arc indi^ 
in the crew. Nothing but necessity can bind in 
harmonious whole so many discordant elements, ai 
necessity must result from a system of discipline 
in its nature, and prompt in the execution of its 
ties. If the commander were not, in a manner, c 
with the power of a despot, neglect of duty woulc 
go unpuniBhed, confusion would soon be wor» 
funded, Mnd the Secretary m\^V\l otdet ev^r^ n^ 
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the oavy to be set on fire, dismiss his clerks, and retire 
from the toils of office to enjoy the quiet of his oi^n lire- 
side. 



Time on shipboard is divided into watches, and reck- 
oned by bells. Hence 3-ou never hear the qjesiioR. 
"What's o'clock ?" but « How manv beils is it ?" The 
Iwenty-four hours are divided into six equal portions, 
called watches. At the end of the first half hour 01 one 
of these {portions, the bell is struck one : at the end of 
the second, two ; and so on till the series reaches el^t, 
when it commences again. Thus it will be perceived 
that two bells means either one, five, or nine o'clock : 
and five bells either half past two, six, or ten. In the 
ship's journals the dates are put down according to the 
common mode of reckoning time. 

The division of time into watches differs somewhat at 
!iea and in port In the former case, the watches are all 
four hours long, with the exception of two in the even- 
ing, called dog-watches, from four to six, and from six to 
eight. In port there is but one watch during the day, 
viz. from eight o'clock, A. M. to eight, P. M. The 
night watches are the same as at sea. 



Order is the first great rule on board a man of war. 
and that to which all otliers must bend. It is in fact the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending, the 
rentre and the circumference of her whole internal or- 
ganization. " To every thing there is a season, and a time 
to every purpose under heaven." From day to day. 
from week to week, from month to month, and from 
vcar to vear, the same stroke of the bell is followed by 
the same whistle, the same call, and the recurrence of 
the same duties. Every thing has its place too, and 
dust be kept in it. So true is this, tliat a ])erson ac- 
quainted witii tlie details of a ship can lay liis hand on a 
pven object in any part of her as well in the dark as if 
a thousand suna wore shining ou Vv. 'Vvi VW ^ascss.^ 
grand jwinciplc — order — arc lo W ^Wx'vWv^^ >\\^ vc^* 
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merous divisions and subdivisions of the o£5cera and crew. 
With the distribution of rank, power and duties which 
these divisions involve, I purpose now to make the read- 
er acquainted, promising always to be as brief as is con- 
sistent with perspicuity. 

The whole number of persons on board the Constellar 
tion varied at different times from three hundred and 
eighty to four hundred and twenty. The three grand 
divisions of the moral elements in the naval service are 
into officers, men and marines. Of the former there 
were generally about forty, of the second somewhat more 
than three hundred, and of the latter thirty-five, more or 
less. 



At the head of the list stands the Captain. He is 
literally " monarch of all he surveys," and " sitteth se- 
cure in high authority and dread." His will is supreme, 
and from his decisions, for the time being, there is do 
appeal. The Autocrat of all the Russias is not a more 
perfect despot than the commander of a public vessel, 
nor do the slaves of the Sublime Porte yield a more 
ready obedience to the Brother of the Sun and Moon, 
than does the sailor to his Captain.* His duties are of 
course more comprcliensive than those of any other offi- 
cer. It would he impossible if I should attempt it, and 
useless if possible, to si>ecify each of them. He has i 
general superintendence over the affairs of the .ship, and 
every order of a general nature must originate in him. 
No important alteration can l>e made witiiout his know- 

* All anecdote, ri'hitcd to mc l>y a g^cntlemaii in Mahon, is so much 
to tlie purpoiic licrc that I cannot foH>car to repeat it. It so happen- 
ed that one of tlie men concerned in tlie miinU-r of the French lieut^ 
nant Wiis a southern ne^^ro, and a perfect Nincvite in knowlcrdgc 
In tlie course of the trial, it became necessan* f(»r liim to take an 
oath, and an oath and tlie Oopi-rnican systrm were all one to him. So 
the court set about enlij^litcnin)^ him: ** Doirt you acknou ledge • 
Supreme Being^" — ** Supnine ncin)^^ Mas.<»a,'* replied i.'uiV, "I no 
stand what he mean." — "(iod, your Creator, the llcin)^ who made ill 

m//; don*tf'ou acknowled)^' any ^Superior licing *" — *• O Yes, Mx4«i 

/w>' Captain /" 
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ledge and consent. It is his duty to take a general over- 
ssht of the officers' conduct, to see that they are guilty 
of no improprieties, and to punish such as are. He is 
responsible for the safety of the ship both at sea and in 
port. If any business of a public nature is to be trans- 
acted with a foreign power, it falls of course into his 
hands. These are his duties in time of peace ; in war he 
has still higher responsibilities. 

From this brief exposition, it will readily occur to the 
thinking mind that the commander of a government 
vessel ought to be a man of good natural endowments 
and varied acquirements. Courage, moderation and judg- 
ment, comprehension of intellect sufficient to view a sub- 
S:t in all its bearings, a keen sagacity in discriminating 
tween the distinctions of subtle minds, and a general 
acquaintance with the usaees of nations, are indispen- 
sable, not only to his own lame, but also to the reputa- 
tion and interests of his country. Hence it appears that 
the qualifications requisite in a captain of the Navy, are 
by no means such as can be acquired by a dunce, or even 
by a man of understanding without much study and reflec- 
tion. I do not speak here of a thorough knowledge of 
his own profession, for the importance of that no one will 
deny : but in addition to this, his mind should have ac- 
quired clearness, vigour and symmetry from the study 
of mathematics, philosophy and literature, and have be- 
come thoroughly versed in the usages and rights of na- 
tions by that of history and natural law. 



Next in rank come the wardroom officers, consisting, 
on board of a frigate, of six lieutenants, a purser, surgeon, 
chaplain, sailing master and lieutenant of marines. The 
first lieutenant is next in power to the captain, and though 
his station is less responsible, his duties arc more lab 
rious. He has a general supervision over the ship, t 
is to ser that slie is kept clean and in proper order, 
this end he is ubli^ed to iii5))ect every part of lierat U 
once a d:iy. and report her condition to the capta 
Whei. thtf !»hi]) i.sput in c'o:nniissiv)t\, iIvI^voVn^ cK>a 

J* 
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upon him to station the men, a busineas of the most 1^ 
borious and difficult nature, requiring great patieneei a 
discriminating judgment and deep insight into the human 
heart. It is his duty to have the men frequently enr- 
cised at the guns ; to regulate the expenditures of certain 
public stores ; to take care that the men keep themaolfCi 
clean and decently clad ; to superintend the waterincand 
victualling of the ship ; and, in short, to see that afi her 
multifarious and complicated concerns move on reguhriy 
and harmoniously. In coming to an anchor and getkiog 
under weigh, and when all hands are called to reef top 
sails or for other purposes, he takes the trumpet On 
him, more than on the captain himself, depends the com- 
fort of the officers. In port, it belongs to him to grant 
or withhold permission to go ashore; and there are a 
thousand other ways, in which, if he is a man of capri- 
cious or malignant disposition, he can gratify his whuns 
or his spleen at the expense of the comfort and feeling! 
of his fellow-officers. The qualifications most needed in 
a first lieutenant are freedom firom caprice and paaaioDi 
fixed principles of action, moderation combined with de- 
cision, a dignified afiability, a disposition to be at once 
liberal and just, and a profound knowledge of character. 
On the whole, his situation, though highly important, 
is not very enviable ; and my observation has satisfied me 
that to be generally popular as a first lieutenant requires 
a combination of qualities, such as rarely falls to the loC 
of any man. 

The other lieutenants are divided into watches, and 
take turns in performing the duties belonging to their 
station. The lieutenant on duty is styled in writing the 
officer of the watch, but is familiarly called the officer of 
the deck. Some of his duties are common at sea and in 
port, and others arc peculiar to each of these situations. 
In both he is responsible for the deck while he hsf 
charge of it, and has also to take a general ovcrsig^ht of 
tlie snip. He must see that the men's rations are pro- 
perly cgokcd, and that they have their meals at proper 
hours. The serving of the grog is also under his con- 
trol At sea h'lB duty is to sail the ship, keeping her oa 
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i course given her by the captun, an^ reporting to 
n any change in the wind, the discover}' of land or 
uigp sails, and any extraordinary occurrences. -At 
^t he lias the captain waked at stated periods,* and 
i state of the weather reported to him. On receiving 
i trumpet, the first thing the officer of the deck does is 

r lance at the compass, the sails, the dog-vane, the sky 
the water, to discover the state of the ship, the wind 
1 the weather ; and at the end of the watch, he must 
^e a general account of the weather and other matters 
dch he may deem proper inserted in the ship's log- 
3k. The duty of the officer of the deck in port is to 
«ive any supplies of water or provisions which may 
ne alongside, to regulate the sending away of boats, 
keep a look out as to what is going on in the harbour, 
report the arrival of ships and any important occur- 
ices to the captain, &c. &c. The lieutenants are also 
icers of divisions, and frequently have to exercise the 
;n at the guns, besides superintending the monthly 
ues of slops to their respective divisions. 
N'ext in rank to the lieutenants, I suppose, would come 
i regular sailing master, but the duties of this office are 
lost universally performed in our service by passed 
dshipmen, who have received merely acting appoint- 
!nts. After the first lieutenant, the duties of a sailing 
iStcr are more comprehensive and arduous than those 
any other officer. His supervision and responsibility 
tend to almost all the public stores in the ship, but 
rticularly to the water, spirits, cables and anchors. He 
x)rts the daily expenditures of water to the captain, 
is his business to keep the ship's place and report it 
least twice a day to the commander, together with the 
wrings and distance of the port to which she is bound, 
the nearest land desired to be made. Some com- 
mders leave tiiis entirely to their sailing masters, but 
ptain Wadsworth always kept the reckoning himself. 
I has told me that such was the anxiety of his mind 
lilst at sea, that he could not read a book properly, and 

* On board of tlie ConstelUtion eyery two hours. 



32 TWO TEARS AHO A HAI.P 

he rarely ever undressed himself at night One ea] 
/ informed me that he made it an invariable rule to « 

' at midnight, and work out his ship's place himselC 
There is no berth on board a man of war more 
than that of purser. He holds the keys of the st 
hoxy and though his regular salary is not much, his c 
uments, arising from other sources, are greater than 1 
of the commander himsel£ All the provisions on I 
are committed to his charge, and the ship's account 
all kept by him. His responsibilities are very great 
heavy bonds arc therefore justly exacted from him. 
present law respecting pursers is, in my judgment, fu 
mentally defective. It not only opens a wide dw 
abuses, but actually courts the commission of them, 
stead of granting them a liberal compensation for theii 
vices and responsibilities, it allows them to sell varioi 
tides to the officers and crews of the ships in which 
sail. It makes them in iact grocery and dry goods 
chants, and the desire of making large profits must ii 
nature of things sometimes induce them to procure 
cles of an inferior quality, and charge exorbitant price 
them. Now a system ought not to prevail which rer 
our seamen even liable to be thus cheated and imposec 
Whatever articles may be needed for the comfort ol 
useful and indispensable class of our citizens ought 1 
provided by the government, of the best quality, 
charged at moderate prices. I hope I shall not be ur 
stood as insinuating any thing against the charactf 
the purser of the Constellation. He is a gentlcnu: 
terly incapable of an action in the slightest degree 
honourable or fraudulent, and no purser was ever i 
generally or deservedly popular than Mr. H. 

The surgeon and his two assistants form the me 
stafi*of a frigate. The assistant surgeons form a dis 
class of ofliccn*, ranking between the wardroom off 
and midshipmen. In frigates and ships of the line 
mess in the cockpit, but in all other public vessels it 
steerage. The business of the staff is of course io 
care of the sick, and perform such surgical o])cratiOi 

JTJM^ be necessary. A daily journal is kc^l of tlie^nil 

V 
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^;#^<i«* and coDstitDtional habits of all the aiek oa 

and also of the medicioea administered to them, 
the journal a report b made out and signed by Che 
m every morning, stating the names, rank and dift* 
Df the sick, and the number added to and taken 
iie list. This is handed to the captain. Another 
mtaining only the names, is placed in the binnacle 
3 use of the officer of the deck. Nothing will ex- 
ither an officer or a man from duty, but Uie fact of 
ing registered on the sick list A general review 

sick takes place every morning after break£ist 
f the assistant surgeons inspects the ship's coppers 

day to see that no verdigris is allowed to collect 
them. It is the duty of the surgeon not only to 
I to the sick, but also to recommend and enforce 
3recautionary measures as will have a tendency to 
nt disease, and thus secure the general health of 
ficers and crew, 
ich has been done of late years to elevate the cha- 

of the medical department in our naval service, 
ous to receiving his commission as a surgeon, the 
date must have passed the ordeal of two thorough -g* '\ 
[nations by a Board composed of some of the most ^^ 
guished medical gentleman in the country; and I *" * 
edibly informed that nearly one half of those who 
, are rejected on examination, a circumstincc 
1, if true, shows that this class of officers at least are 
ntcd less by favour than on account of their fitness 
e station which they fill. None of our naval offi- 
possess such ample facilities for amusing and in- 
.ing their countrymen as the surgeons. They are 
>scd to be scientific men ; their duties are not so ar- 
» that they have not abundance of leisure for pursu- 
lientific researches, and examining the numerous 
sities ihey fall in with in fortugn countries; and 
a nioclerale share of enterprise and tiilent on their 
many a neat little duodecimo might make its ap- 
nce, which would at once increase the popularity of 
avy and diffuse a vast amount of useful knowledge 
ighout tlie community. 1 tluow OQX\itfi\\v\\\.\ ^W'" 
i^UJf verbum sat. 
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The. laws of the United States make it the dutr of the 
chaplain to perform divine service twice a day and 
preach a sermon on the Sabbath, unless bad weather or 
other extraordinary occurrences prevent it The fbmMr 
of these duties is never fulfilled^ and the latter rarelT. 
On board of the Constellation prayers were generally 
read of a Sunday morning, but only one sermon wm 
preached during the whole of the cruize. I mean not 
to cast any reflections on our chaplain. He is a man of 
genuine piety and sterling worth, but he was a settled 
invalid, and unable to perform the active duties of hit 
ofiSce. The moral and religious culture of the seamen 
on board of our public vessels is too much neglected. 
Sailors, though generally rough, profane and fond of 
grog, are not the worst of men. I see no good reason 
why our sloops, as well as frigates and line of battle shipsy 
should not be supplied with chaplains. The labours of 
an efficient, pious and intelligent body of chaplains in 
our navy, I cannot but believe, would be attended with 
the happiest results. 

The lieutenant of marines has few duties of any kind 
to perform. His office, thougli necessary as long as the 
marine corps is continued, is nearly a sinecure. 



I 
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I come now to the midshipmen, r/Z/tf^, the young gen- 
tlemen; for by thii< name they are always called on 
shipboard. The number of these varied on board of the 
Constellation at different times from fifteen to upwards of 
twenty. It would be difficult to give any very definite 
idea of what their duties are; for, although an interest- 
ing class of otlicers on account of what they are to be. 
yet in ihoir present capacity they do little more than 
echo the orders of their sujieriors. There is a change of 
wind; the ollicer of the deck orders the men to *« lav aft 

m 

to the braces: — "Lay aft to the braces!" cries every 
midshipmen on deck. The wind freshens so as to make 
it necessary to clue up the mainsail : " Man the main j 
clue garnet!" is thundered through the trumpet: — '* Man * 
the main ciae garnet!" is instanl\y rc\Ht^V^A by some half I 
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echo€5- However, they have some specific du* 

They carry messages from the offccr of the tleck 

! captain, and in port one of them takes charge of 

boat that leaves the ship. At sea, seven bells is 

tetl to them every morning at half past eleven, 

they are obliged to go on deck with their qiiad- 

and take the sun. Ihey have to work out the last 

run. and report the course, distance made KOO<i, 

iip\s place at noon each day to the captain. Fhey 

r tlie crew, when tlie watch is called at ni^t 

are also required to keep a Journal of the criiize, 

I is, however, only a copy of the ship's log. This 

mined every few weeks by the commanding offi- 

nd if it happens nut to be written up when called 

le delinquent is generally punished by a curtail- 

of some of his indulgences. 

'e of the oldest midshipmen are master's mates. 
' duties arc more important and responsible than 
of the others. The master's mate of the hold mi- 
tends the expenditures of provisions, water and spi- 
kecps an accurate account of the (|uantity of each 
ided daily; and rcj)orts it to the projKir authority, 
so makes the rough copy of the ship's log from the 
ate. This is afterwards transferred U) another book, 
I the smooth log. Jn both, the difl'erent officers of 
eck put their signatures to the remarks made by 
authority. It is the duty of the master's mate of 
un deck to keep the deck in good order, and txipre- 
im proper conduct on the part of the men. In ad- 
I to this, he oversees the serving (mi of grog and 
sions. There are three mafttf;r's mates of the 
les, that is, one to each of thern. K^ach in turn has 
;e of the forecastle, and at the »^nd of every hour it 
business to heave the logtoasrertaTn the ship's rate 
ing. 'Jhis he re|i«irts to the offirer of the deck, 
making such allow.ince as he choo.v:s, tells him fo 
her Mich a rnte and cours*:,aiid direcls hirn to make 
remarks on the log-slate as he [the oflicer r^f th« 
I may deem proper. 

e boatswain^ gunner, carptt^Vfet axA ii\\ti\^«^^^^^'^ 
jDct class of ofTicera, caA\e«\ ioi^wX olRxtvA^. ^ 
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shall not enter isto the pirticular* of their du*Je«. 
butswain i« charzed with the ntpnc of the ship^ 
in port attends to sqjanne the yird& You maj knov 
him by his silver whis'Je, nun cane, and above alLhy 
the ruddr hues of his countenance, and the odioos 
pours that issue from his mouth. The gunner has 
of the military stores, and, when all hands are called, 
the main rijQEmg. The carpenter is responsible for Ihi 
stores belonging to his department, and superintends Ihi 
corking of the ship and other work performed by lii 
aabaltems. The sailroaker is charged with the sJk, 
hammocks, and generally, all the canvass in the Aif^ 
At sea, he is obliged to go aloft on each of the thM 
masts, examine the condition of the sails, and report it 
to the first lieutenant every morning before breakfast 



aiLiy - 



There was no part of the system on board a man of 
war that interested me more than the distribution of 
povvcr, and the complete subordination of rank. Po^ 
tons who have seen life only in civil communities can 
have no idea of the perfection of militiry government 
Every officer in the navy can say to every one below 
him, ^ Go," and he goeth, and " Do this," and he doeth it 
There is no quibbling or higgling about the matter at 
all ; his will and pleasure are in fhe place of all argument 
Not only is the captain of a public vessel supreme, 
but every other officer is in some sense a despot ; te 
when he gives an order to an inferior officer or man, it 
must be obeyed, though it contradict a previous order 
received from a su])erior. The officer who gives the last 
order is in that case responsible for the di:«obedience of 
the first I recollect a fad which will ser\*c to illustrate 
this principle. The first lieutenant of one of our ships 
had given orders to a tailor not to do any work for the 
midshipmen without his permission, at the sanic lime 
sending word to the midshipmen to that cfi'ect. One of 
them, who happened to be absent from the ship at the 
t/me, a few days after wished to have some garment re* 

paired, and ordered the taWor \o &o \\. lie refused. 

^^io midahipmaxk insisted, and the woi\!^>y Vtvx^Vel ^^ 
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CHAPTER III. 



The grand divisions of the crew are into petty officer?, 
seamen, ordinary seamen, landsmen and boys. This di- 
vision has reference to rank ; but there ai*e others, into 
which considerations of this kind do not enter. Such 
are the military divisions, and the divisions into larboard 
and starboard watches, into forecastlemen, fore, main and 
mizen-topmen, afterguard, waisters, holders, &c. 



The petty officers are appointed by the commander, 
and may be degraded by him without the formalities of 
a court martial. They are selected from among the most 
exp)erienced and trust- worthy of the seamen, and receive 
eighteen dollars per month. They consist, on board of 
a frigate, of a master-at-arms, eight quartermasters, four 
boatswain's mates, eight quarter gunners, a boatswain's 
and gunner's yeomen, a carpenter and sailmaker's mate, 
an armorer, a cooper, cook and cockswain. 

The highest and most responsible of the petty offieers 
is the master-at-arms. lie is, if I may be allowed tht { 
expression, the principal police officer of the ship. He . 
has charge of all the prisoners, and every morning makes 
out and hands to the commander a list of their namefi 
with a sp>ecification of the crime for which each is cod- 
fined, and the time when he was put in confinement. If 
he allows any of them to escape, he is liable to be pun- 
ished in their stead. He counts the blows audibly when 
a prisoner is flogged with the cats. It is his duty to search 
those suspected of thefts, and when a man dies, to take 
an account of his clothes and other effects. At public 
sales, he is the auctioneer. He has' charge also of th 
berth deck, and it is his duty to see that it is kept ii 
good order. All property that falls in hif way for whkl 
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portant order that can be given. For instance, there is 
one for calling all hands, another for hoisting away, a 
third for hauling taught and belaying, and so on of 
others. Amid the darkness and fury of the tempest, 
when the orders of the trumpet are drowned by the loud 
uproar of the elements, the shrill pipe of the boatswain's 
whistle reaches the ear of the sailor on the top of the 
highest mast, and no language could convey to him a 
more definite meaning than its well-known tones. 

The duty of the quarter gunners is to keep the guns 
and all other things belonging to the gunner's depart- 
ment in proper order. They have to inspect the guns 
frequently to see that every thing about them is well 
secured, and at night report their condition to the officer 
of the deck every two hours. When all hands are call- 
ed to reef or furl sails, the quarter gunners and quarter- 
masters are charged with the main yard. 

The yeomen and mates of the forward officers have 
charge of their respective store-rooms, and keep accounts 
of the expenditures of articles from each of their depart- 
ments. They make out monthly and quarterly returns 
of these expenditures, which are handed to the captain, 
examined by his clerk, and inserted in the general ac- 
count book. 

The armorer is the ship's blacksmith. The cooper 
opens the provision barrels when their contents are 
wanted, and performs other matters in his line of busi- 
ness, when necessary. The duties of the cook arc some- 
what arduous, and it requires a good deal of patience 
and care to perform them acceptably to the crew. The 
meals must always be reported << ready" at seven 
bells, morning, noon and night. At noon, when din- 
ner is reported ready, the cook takes a specimen to the 
officer of the deck, who inspects it to see that it is pro- 
perly cooked, liie cockswain is designed for the cap- 
tain's boat, but our commanders sometimes, perhaps i;en- 
erally, give this rank to their steward, and select a (|uar- 
termastcr or other trust-worthy jxirson to perform the 
duties of cockswain. 

There are two other officers, who have not even tlie rank 
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of petty officers. They are the ship's corporals. They 
tike turns in keeping watch at night on the gun deck, 
and their duty is to see that no light is burning in any 
part of the ship, where it is not allowed. They make 
an houriy report to the officer of the deck. 



Having despatched the petty officers, I come now to 
the rest of the crew, of which the seamen generally com- 
pose about one-half. Those of this rank must have seen 
a good deal of sea service, and are supposed to be tho- 
roughly acquainted with practical navigation. If they 
are found to be greatly deficient in this respect, they are 
degraded. They receive twelve dollars per month, and 
are appointed to the most honourable and responsible 
stations in the ship. They have a good deal of the pride 
of profession, entertaining the utmost contempt for all 
who do not know what salt water and heavy ^es are. 

The ordinary seamen receive ten dollars per month. 
They must have had some experience in naval matters, 
but are neither expected nor required to be finished 
sailors. Promotions from the rank of ordinary seamen 
to that of seamen are not unfrcquent The landsmen are 
as green as a cucumber, having never smelt the ocean, 
nor been initiated at all into the mysteries of a sea-faring 
life. Their pay is eight dollars. 

Of the boys there are two classes, — those who receive 
eight dollara, and those who receive five dollars per 
month. They are employed principally in tlie capacity 
of servants to the officers. Two are allowed to the cap- 
tain besides his steward, one to the first lieutenant, one 
to every two of the other wardroom officers, and one or 
two, according to the pleasure of the first lieutenant, to 
the cockpit, forward officers, and each of the steerage 
messes. Some are employed as cooks at the galley, 
and othcra as messenger boys on the quarter deck. The 
boys and all otliers on shipboard, who do not keep watch, 
are called idlers. 
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On board of a frigate there are six military divisions ; 
one on the quarter deck, one on the forecastle, three on 
the gun deck, and one on the berth deck. The last is 
commanded by the purser, and each of the others by s 
lieutenant. It is the business of those who compose the 
purser's division to pass up powder to the combat;^t8L 
Every officer and man is included in one or the other of 
these divisions, and is stationed in a particular part of 
the ship. These are the stations for action, and are call- 
ed general quarters. The crew is mustered and inspect- 
ed at quarters always once, and on board many of our 
ships, twice a day. There are ten or twelve men to 
each of the guns in a broadside, called first and second 
captains, spungcrs, loaders, powder boys, &c. The first 
intimation of quarters is a blast from the bugle, calling 
the music. The boarders run for their caps, and every 
man seizes a cutlass. At the first tap of the drum, there 
is a general rush throughout the ship, and before the 
music has ceased, you may hear the midshipmen of the 
divisions calling over the names, George Bell — first cap- 
tain, sir — James Anderson — second captain, sir — Wil- 
liam Stokes — powder boy, sir — and so on. Having 
called the names, the midshipmen report to the officers 
of tlieir divisions, the officers of the divisions to the first 
lieutenant, and he again to the captain. The order is 
then given to "beat the retreat.*' Another rush takes 
place, the cuthisscs and boarding caps are returned to 
their places, and the men, as the case may be, proceed to 
their daily labours or their evening diversions. All this 
is but the work of a moment Sometimes the call to 
quarters is beaten in the dead of night, and then the men 
are obliged to get up, lash their hammocks, take them 
on deck and stow them in the nettings, and be ready to 
answer to their names in the sjKice of alK>ut eight or ten 
minutes. The midshipmen have to do the same. They 
generally, however, avoid the lal)our of carrying their 
hammocks on deck by stowing them in the mess room. 
This is to accustom tliem to sudden alarms, but it is not 
o/len practised. 

What is o£ vastly more important \« e,x^Q«iiv»AA isi 
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the art of gunnery, and it must be mentioned to the ho- 
Bour of our naval oflScers that they are indefatigable in 
tbdr exertions to render our seamen expert ana ready 
in this branch of their profession. In good weather 
tome of the divisions are exercised at the guns almost 
daily* and on board most of our ships one day in the 
week there are general quartet's for that purpose. On 
these occasions all the evolutions of a regular engage- 
nent, such as loading and firing the guns, boarding, ex- 
tinguishing fire, &c are gone through with. All this is 
of course a mere sham, and not an ounce of gunpowder is 
bumti( but it gives the men experience, makes them ex- 
pert at working the guns, and cannot fail to fill them 
with confidence and bravery in the hour of real peril. 
The practice of a general exercise of the guns once a 
week in good weather, I think, ought to be universal in 
our navy. It is to our superior gunnery that we are 
mainly indebted for the brilliant victories of the late 
war, — a superiority which the English themselves have 
never hesitated to allow, when apologizing for their own 
defeats. 

In the general quarter bill the surgeons are stationed 
in tlie cockpit Here all the wounded are brought, and 
all the surgical operations performed, in time of action. 
The chaplain is also stationed in the cockpit to f;ivc 
pious counsels and administer the comforts of religion to 
the dying. 

In addition to their general quarters the men are also 
stationed for getting under weigh and corning to an 
anchor, for ticking and veering, and for other general 
evolutions. I have sometimes been astonished to see 
how quick) in the darkest night, it is discovered that a 
man is missing from his post, and how speedily he is 
searched out and brought to it. But not only does every 
man know his station, he has a specific duty to ]>erforni 
at every order, and a failure on his part might disconcert 
the whole operation. Thus it will be seen that, iiot- 
witlistanding the complicated nature of naval evolutions 
and the apparent confusion which must necessarily pre- 
rail when mU bands are ctlled| there *v& uw id£X>^^ ^i:^'^ 
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est possible order, efficiency and harmony of action. I 
might go on ad ififinitum with details of this kind, all 
tending to show the admirable adaptation to eadi other 
of the parts, and the general perfection of the wiiole of 
that system of internal polity which prevails on boerd a 
man of war; but I am afraid of trespassing upon my 
reader's patience. 

The whole crew is divided into two equal portioDS, 
called larboard and starboard watches, from the fact that 
those belonging to one of the divisions stow their ham- 
mocks in the larboard, and those belonging to thdother, 
in the starboard nettings. When at sea, each of the 
watches at night takes a turn of four hours on deck, 
while the others are allowed to " turn in." Those in 
their hammocks call it their " watch below." Those, 
however, who keep watch on deck, when the weather 
is fair and the ship under easy sail, are allowed to sleep, 
if they do not disturb the general tranquillity by their 
ungracious snoring. In port only a quarter- watch is 
called, except in squally weather, and these are for the 
most part allowed to stow themselves away somewhere 
on the gun deck. 

The forecastle is the most honourable part of the ship, 
and therefore tlic best and most experienced seamen are 
selected to do duty on it Next come the tops, in the 
order of main, fore, and mizen. The afterguard do duty 
on the quarter deck. Tliey are generally green-horns. 
They hold the reel when the log is thrown, sweep down 
the deck when necessary, and keep every thing in order 
on it. The waistcrs are likewise for the mo3t part lands- 
men, and perform the same kind of duties on the gun- 
deck. Mr. Jones says that they are a class of men in 
whose bloated and hectic countenances you may read at 
a glance the whole history of their lives. I have been 
struck with the general accuracy of Mr. J.'s ob.servatioos 
on naval life, but mv observation does not bear him out 
in this. Some of our soberest and most trusty men be- 
longed to the waist and a(terg^ard. Besides, it is not 
iJAtural tliat they should be diaidiifgdX&ViedL U)t ^Val hi 
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cused from goin^ aloft. In port there are three addi- 
tional Hontrios; vi/. oiut at each of the gangways, and 
another on Uh» Ijowsprit. During the day, a aernuit'i 
guard, conMiNtJng of thirteen, arc required to be dwaard 
in uniform, and lo remain on the rjuarterdeck* A ma* 
rine in uniform must n(;ver pass tlie capstem without 
paying it his respects : in undre.HS, he is not required to 
Hhow it more poiitenesM than a sailor. 



1 have tliufi, to the liest of my ability, redeemed the 
pl(*dgc given At the commenccnuint of the preceding 
chapter. In every di vision of the two main subjediy 
details have crowdeii upon my recollection which might 
|)erhapN have served to illustrate more fully the proposi- 
tions tli(>n' laid down, hut I have selected only such as I 
thought best adaptiMJ to convey a general idea of what a 
man of war is physically and morally. I know not 
whether! have surceechrd in awakening in the mind of the 
reader any of that interest and admiration which the 
gradual di*vetopement of the system excited in me, but if 
I ha vis 1 shall mnsider myself amply repaid for any 
labour it may have cost me. The remainder of thia 
chapter will be dcvoti.'d to some desultory remarks, cal- 
culated to ehicidate the system still further, but which 
could not well be introduced into any methodical expo- 
sition of it. 

One of the things whicli strikes an obscr\''er unaccu»- 
tonied to naval life moat pow(>rfully, is the extreme re- 
spect, amounting almost to scTvility, paid by the men to 
tlieir supcrriors. Whenever a man passi's an oiliccr, and vtee 
verMit, hi* never fiiils to pay him the compliment of touch- 
ing his hat, and wht;n he converses with him, this act if 
repeated at almost every word. In the absence uf a hat, 
he gives his foreiiead a knock, which answers the aaoM 
ptu'pose. The moment a sailor receives a command fnMa 
an oilicer, **aye, aye, sir," he replies, and springs to d^ 
ffcuic It, On the part of the oiliccTS there is a coiT^ 
A/x}ndwg haughtiness of tone axi& m^wuf^t. *Y\vcax 
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The reader may be curious to know how so many pa^ 
sons as compose the crew of a frigate can find emplop 
ment in the ordinary business of the ship. The tinwtf 
most of them is chiefly occupied in ^* keeping the ihb 
in order." This might seem at first a simple afiairj mt 
capable of being soon despatched, but there are BiMll 
things included in ** keeping a ship in order" than tte 
philosophy of a green-horn ever dreamed of. Not oa^ 
must every part of her be kept as clean as a lady's pVi 
lour, and every article arranged for inspection as carefuDy 
as a coquette would adjust her toilet, but there are kiooi 
of work to be performed of which a person unacquaieli 
ed with a man of war could form no conception. Ha . 
<< bright work" requires immense labour. ThiscoiMiili . 
in scouring all the belaying pins and rings on the spai^ 
deck, the brass on the capstcrn, about the companion waji 
and in other parts of the ship, the monkey tails, iron hand- ^ 
spikes and cutlasses, the two rows of iron stanchiooi % 
which support the spar-deck, the hoops of the spit*bozM^ . 
(of which there is one to every gun and a plentiful quae* 
tity distributed throughout other parts of the ship,) the 
baltle-axcs, priming wires, &c. &c. All this is to be 
done every day, and if but a modicum of rust is left, wo 
be to the luckless wight at whose door it lies. It is suit 
to give employment to a boatswain's mate. Besides thi% 
all the ladders, combings of the hatches, wooden hand- 
spikes, &c. must be scraped perfectly clean. Add to aU . 
this the labour performed by the different gangs of me « 
chanics, and the working of the guns and loosing and 
furling sails for the pure purpose of experience, and the .i 
wonder will rather be that so few men should be requii^ j 
ed, than that so many can find employment A 



Grog is served out twice a day, that is, when the haedi 
are piped to dinner and supper. Bread is served ort 
twice a week, and the other parts of the rations dail^ 
immediately on the hands being << turned to" after dia 
uer. Sugar and tea are not parts of the government tr 
tioQ : the men purchase tbeie ot \)[ve ^twx. The thn 
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Some of the men sleep on the gun deck, but most of 
them on the berth deck. The latter are allowed a apaea 
of eighteen inches in width and about nine feet in lo^gth. 
Ei'ery man takes care of his own hammock. The mid- 
shipmen have hammock boys, who attend to theinu This 
is considered a voluntary service, and the men genenlly 
expect some compensation for it A glass of groc now 
and then is the most acceptable reward, but I alwayi 
abstained from giving it on principle. I never was in 
want of a boy who was willing to serve me faithfully for 
an occasional present in money or clothing. 



The reception of an officer in going on board of a man 
of war is in all cases graduated by his rank. A post 
captain is entitled to a sergeant's guard and six aide boys, 
and is received by the commander and first lieutenant 
A master commandant is entitled to a corporal's guird 
and fbiir side boys, and is received by the commander, 
if he is not above his own rank, and the first lieutenant 
He is, however, through courtesy, generally received by 
the commander, even when the latter is a post captain. 
A lieutenant is entitled to four side boys, and is received 
by the officer of the deck. All inferior officers are enti- 
tled to two side boys, and are received by a midshipman. 

All boats that approach the ship at night are hailed by 
one of the gang-way sentries — "Boat, ahoy!" the an- 
swer indicates the rank, and the reception is regulated 
accordingly. A commodore replies, " fleet ;" a cap- 
tain repeats the name of his ship ; a lieutenant an- 
swers, " aye, aye ;" all officers of an inferior grade, " no, 
no ;" and a seaman " halloo." The sentry reports the 
answer to the quartermaster, and he to the officer of the 
deck, who is bound to see that the officer is properly re- 
ceived according to his rank. Captain W. once came off 
to the ship at night in a shore boat He replied, ** nO| 
no," to the challenge of the sentry, and was received by 
a midshipman. Ludicrous mistakes sometimes occur. 
J have heard a drunken sailor answer, " aye, aye," and 
ivhen all the ^'pomp and circuinsUiice" with which a 
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t is received, had btstsi. i/t*s^i^^: wi^. «4M/uif; 
r but m tottering devour- of li«4>(;i«v.T, i^.- ii^iAio^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



I SHALL not spare myself when my errors oi 
consequences are of a nature to give any insigl 
naval life. I have already mentioned that I had 
ral permission from the captain to live ashore wh 
Constellation remained at New York. On Monds 
tenth of August, I returned onboard to live, and v 
reported my return to the first lieutenant, the on 
swer I received was, << You can't go ashore aga 
while the ship is in New York, witliout special p 
sion from the captain.'' On inquiry, I found tl 
cause of this strange conduct, as I regarded it, w 
I had not come off on Saturday. I apologized by ; 
that if I had offended, my offence was a sin of ignc 
and for all satisfaction, I was answered in the 
stern tone, << You knew, sir, that the shi]) was up 
point of sailing, and ought to have been off on Sati 
apply to the captain, if you wish to go ashore. " 

At another time, when our mess boy was sea-i 
ordered a coloured man to wait on our mess. Wh 
first lieutenant found it out, and he was not long 
ing so, he sent for me and said that he supcrintent 
chanees of that kind, and that I ought to have app 
him lor a boy. 

A taught rein is held on board of a man o 
While thiB Constellation lay off the Battery in 
York, one of the green -horn reefers ma'le a rather 
ing practical bull, lor which he received a sf;vi:n: 
mand. lie fi -1 in one day wliile on shore wiih m: 
his former associales, and thought it might not bt 
greeablc to enjoy the " feast of reason and the f 
floul" with them, somewhat longer than he tlien ha 
mission to do. Accordingly V\e wvviV.ii a note to ih 
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Dy Stating the &LCt, and that he believed he would stay 
nre a few days. The captain^ however, believed no 
'h thine, and immediately despatched a brother niid- 
pman m search of him. Another midshipman was 
poided for suffering a man to run away from a boat, 
list wadtins for an officer. I have known them to 
suspended for weeks for breaking their liberty only 
a few moments. 



)n the morning of the twelfth, the ministers to Eng- 
1 and France, Messrs. M^Lane and Rives, with parts 
heir suites, joined the Constellation, as did also Corn- 
lore James Biddle, who went out passenger with us 
ake command of our squadron in the Memterranean. 
y were each received with a salute of seventeen guns. 
. Rives had his family, consisting, besides himself, 
I wife and two little boys, with him ; and what with 
listers, commodore, secretaries, lieutenants and mid- 
>men, our ship was overflowing with passengers, 
ch to the annoyance of the regular attachis. Tempo- 
f state-rooms were erected for their accommodation 
both sides of the half deck, to a considerable distance 
^rard of the cabin. On the evening of the same day 
wo o'clock, we weighed anchor and left New York in 
f by the steamer Benjamin Franklin, but were obliged 
come-to again above the bar, in consequence of the 
llowness of the water. Here we were detained two 
"S by contrary winds; and if any thing could have 
oncilcd us to this detention, it would have been the 
rious scenery by which we were surrounded. Be- 
e us lay the Atlantic, illimitable and wild — behind us 
! narrows, whitened by innumerable sail, and defend- 
on each side by a line of proud and menacing battle- 
ntfl. To the eastward the eye rested on the majestic 
ige of hills that line the coast of Long Island — to the 
stward on Statcn Island, beautiful as fairy land, and 
housand times more real. Four elegant light houses, 
in from different points of the compass, the friends and 
ides of the seaworn mariner wheu d^xkYvft^ \.% \y^\x 

5* 
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the deep, completed the scene, and if the picture is snj 
thing ]ike the original, I stand justified in the epithet I 
a])plied to it 



Wc commenced messing in the cockpit the day we 
left New York. Our mess consisted of the assistant 
surgeons, the captain and purser's clerks, and mysell 
Though <<down, down, down, below the little midship- 
men,'' we were vastly more comfortable than we should 
have been in the steerage. Our table was better supplied, 
and wc were less annoyed by boisterous merriment We 
laid in sea stores to the amount of more than one hon- 
rcd dollars, so that on our passage out we did not '^ want 
for any good thing." Each mess has a caterer, who pio- 
vidcs for its necessities. He is selected by his mess- 
mates, who, when they get tired of him, intimate their 
wish that he should lay down his load of dignity by un- 
ceremoniously breaking a sea biscuit over his h^. The 
post of caterer is not a very enviable one, and I have 
found that the incessant complaints of some half dozen 
green-horns, unaccustomed to the privations of m sea- 
faring life, tiiough on an unimportant subject, are more 
easily avoided than tolerated. 

The cockpit of a frigate is wholly below water mark: 
Of course you arc obliged to use candlelight in it as well 
by day as by night. This is one of its most serious in- 
conveniences. Others are the spirit-room, atore^roonis 
and bilge water. Tlie spirit-room is opened twice a day 
to pumn ofl'lhe daily allowance of whiskey, and then the 
lights must all be extinguished. Sometimes it is kepi 
open a whole day for ventilation, and this amounts to an 
absolute banishment The table stores of the cabin and 
wardroom, and the stores belonging to the medical de- 
partment, are kept in rooms which oi)en into the cock- 
pit ; and these arc all fruitful sources of annoyance. 
Then the smell of bilge water is stronger in the cockpit 
than in any other part of the ship that is occupicKl by 
officers. 13ut a moderate share of philosophy will re- 
roncile a man to all these incoiive,ii\Qiiccs. He who 
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** A few short hours and he will rite 

To give the morrow birth ; 
And I shall hail the main and ikiesy 

But not my mother earth." 

And when America had indeed vanished, what a 
rush of emotions, what a tumult of thought succeeded! 
The object of which I could always say as Horace ssid 
of living in the country — *'hoc erat in votis*' — wu at 
last to be realized. A visit to the eastern continent, es- 
pecially those parts of it hallowed by the works and me- 
mory of the brightest geniuses the world ever knew, I 
had always looked forward to, if not with high-wrousht 
expectations, at least with desires, which the impnm- 
bility of their being gratified had had no power to dam- 
pen. I could not indeed adopt the language of Byron 
when he set sail from England, 

"With thee, my bark, III swiftly go 

Athwart the foaming brine ; 
Nor care what land thou bear'st me to^ 

So not again to mine." 

I was not so reckless of kindred and home as thia^ Af- 
ter an eternal exile from my own country I had never 
panted. Its bustling towns and quiet country retreats 
were connected with too many pleasant reoollectiona of 
the past, too many real charms of the present, and too 
many glowing anticipations of the future, to allow aueh 
a sentiment a place in my bosom. The feeling awaken- 
ed by the prospect of a two year's absence from the hone 
of my childhood, and of a visit to those spots aramid 
which clustered all the elegant and stirring recoIlectMMia 
of classic boyhood, was that indefinable but easily com- 
prehended state of mind, in which gbdness and mdaii- 
choly, like the original elements of things, struggle 
against each other. 

As to futurity, it is wisely ordered that we eannot pe- 
netrate the veil that hides its panorama from our view. 
While we arc buoyant with hope, a tempest may be ga- 
thering unseen, which, in an evil hour, will ride in d^ 
solation over the fair field of promise, blasting every 
opening blossom, and burying M. its unborn beauties in 
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ternal midnight It is not, however, len wisely or- 
d that the mindy in its healthful state, should always 
ipate happiness rather than misery. Fear may 
itimes bring a cloud across the landscape of futurity, 
he flcenes which hope paints to the imagination are 
rally tliose in which verdure, flowers and sunshine 
1 their charms together. 

** Hope rules a land fop ever green. 

All powers that serve the bright-eyed queen. 

Are confident and gay; 
Clouds at her bidding disappear; 
Points she to aught ? the bliss is near, ^ 

And fancy smooths tlie w^y," 

lis is a happy constitution of our nature, and one 
h shows the benevolence of the great Creator. If 
anticipations arc imaginary, the pleasure which 
gs from them is not on that account the less real, 
ncss, whatever be its source, is gladness still. 



nday, the sixteenth^ was a day of general suffering 
sea sickness; but I will not disgust the reader by 
lute description of the scenes which it produced. 
>8t every traveller who has ever been out of sight 
nd, has thought it expedient to regale his readers 
an elaborate picture of the sunken eyes, the rueful 
benances, the doleful headaches, the huge vomit- 
and if diere be any tiling else, it is briefly sum- 
up in this, the utter despair which this disease pro- 
i. LfCSt, however, I should be quarrelled with for 
^ide a dc])arturc from established precedent in this 
jr, I will merely 'say en passant that of all horrible 
)gs, that occasioned by sea sickness is the most hor- 
Vou loathe every thing you sec, or hear, or taste, 
uch, or smell, and your own life into the bargain, 
all the sympathy you get is a hearty laugh from 
(T one who happens to hear you, when you " heave 
accomi>anied perhaps with the still more provok- 
»rt'scriptiun of a copious use of salt water and raw 
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There was no religious service. The fourth eomnr 
ment is generally but little regarded on board of a 
of war. This surely ought not so to be. Infidels 
ridicule the idea as much as they please, but those 
believe there is a God whose providence embrace 
tions as well as individuals, can never be indifiere 
tlie general profanation of this day. Of all the in! 
tions of Christianity, the Sabbath is perhaps tha 
which its prosperity most depends. Let this be abc 
ed, and we may burn our Bibles, and tear down our 
tuarics. Liet this be abolished, and the dews of 
mon will m longer descend to refresh and Ijcautifi 
land, but a morsil siroc will sweep over its surface, I 
ing and withering what of virtue falls within its arid 
solating breath. Let the profanation of the Sal 
become general, and the sun which now lights u|] 
moral firmament will go down in darkness, more ( 
and gloomy than that which brooded over Ei 
when her haughty monarch refused to let the trili 
God go free. 

There is another aspect of this subject. Free goi 
ments depend for their perpetuity and well-being oi 
intelligence and morality of the pe()])le. The Bil 
the handmaid of knowledge; and moral principles, I 
on any other foundation than that of true religion, 

{irove but a weak rampart against the inroads of 
t is an object, therefore, to which neither the Chri 
nor patriot can be indifferent, that not only our pr 
citizens, but our seamen and soldiers also, should l>c i 
larly instructed in the doctrines and duties of Christia 
and the tremendous sanctions by which they arcenfo 



On the twenty-first,! went for the first time up ti 
maintop-gallant mast head; — ^to me a dizzy height, 
high as I was, my soul was far from being caught i 
the third heaven in poetic raptures. If Burke's th 
of the sublime be correct, then indeed, I confess, I 
a little touch of it; for terror was certainly the most 
minent feeling in my mind. From this elevulion 
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deck of the ship appeared scarcely wider thin the Uade 
of I carving knife, and the men on it looked like Gulli- 
ver's Lilliputians. 

The old tars laughed heartily at my timidity. I asked 
tlwn if they were never afraid. "Afraid!" they re- 
plied, << what good would it do to be afraid?'* The cap- 

uin of the top said to me, ^ Mr. j have you ever 

been in a top before ?" — ^No. — " Then you must pay 
your footing/' was the next thing. Paying your footing 
is treating all hands to a glass of grog on 3'our first visit 
to a top. This they never fail to demand, always pro- 
aiaing in return to teach you all they know themselves 
ibout the rigging of the ship. At first I offered them 
Mftey. ^ O9 said they, give us the grog — ^^vhat good 
will money do us here }^' I then told them I would pay 
my footing in their own way, if they would get permis- 
sion from the first lieutenant I thought this would stag- 
ger them, but was mistaken. <<Poh! poh!" they replied, 
''never mind the first lieutenant; send it up by a boy 
and call it water. ^' More than two years afterwards I 
asked the captain of the top one day if I didn't owe him 
a glass of grog. «' Yes, sir, I believe you do, sir," he 
replied promptly. What is it for? — ^* Why, sir, I be- 
lieve it's to pay your footing in the maintop, sir." This 
will serve as a specimen of the usual tenacity of a sailor's 
memory in regard to debts of this kind. Had he lent 
me a ten dollar note, the chances are that it would have 
been fonrotten in less than a week. 

A few days after tliis, we spoke an American packet 
from Liverpool bound to New York. She was pointed 
out to me when about five miles off, and was standing 
directly for us under a press of canvass. There is no 
object in nature that combines more of majesty and grace- 
fufness than a ship under full sail. As she pUingcs 
through the billowy waters, the freedom and grandeur of 
her motions make her appear like a being of anotlicr 
sphere. The Indians worshipped the first shi]) they be- 
held, and he who has seen one in her glory can easily 
ionuve the idolatry. 

The captain took the trumpet, and when she had 
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arrived nearly alongside, he hailed her: << Ship, ahoy! 
what ship is that?''— "The John Jay, sir." — ** Where 
are you from?^* — "Liverpool, sir," — ** How long an 
you out?" — " Twelve days, sir," — ^< Have you any 
news?" The answer was not heard, and no more quea- 
tions were put. Many of the officers had expected to 
have an opportunity of sending letters to America, and 
when they saw themselves cheated of the chance, you 
might see them, with looks full of disappointment and 
vexation, tearing up their epistles and giving them to the 
four winds. The treasures of the deep were doubtlcM 
augmented hy many a hrilliant image and many a burn- 
ing sentiment 

Lord Byron is right when, in combating the ^ invrfia-' 
ble principles" of Bo wles and the other poetic naturaliatS} 
he declares that the " sea is a more attractive, a more 
moral, a more poetical object, with a vessel breaking its 
vast but fatiguing monotony." A limitless expanse of 
waters, calm or convulsed, is unquestionably sublime: 
but how much does the appearance uf a single vessel en- 
hance the interest of the scene! We are so cimstituted 
that we must have objects of sympathy, and neither 
ocean nor sky affords them. In contemplating the former 
we may be awe-struck, but we cannot sympathize; and 
and the beings witli which we ])eople the stars are too 
spiritual, too pure, too unearthly, to share largely in our 
sympathies. But the moment a ship appears, wcyW— 
spontaneously and irresistibly feel — that there is a rela- 
tionship between ner and us. On this subject I speak 
from experience. 1 shall never forget the effect pro- 
duced on my mind l)v the first ship, 1 saw after leai'ing 
the United States. We were seven or eight days out 
from the I look. When she was pointed out to me, I fell 
I know not what delightful sensation, but it was cer- 
tainly analot^ous to the feeling we experience in meeting 

^unexi)ectectly with an old friend far from kindred and 
home. I admired undoubtedly the majesty of her pro- 
portions, tlio graceful swell of her canvass, and the dash- 
wg freedom uf her motions; but this was not the predo- 

minani feeling. It was that lV\crc aXXtMXw^rc human 
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eings ; beings who had much in common with myself, 
nd who would understand me if I talked to them <rf 
l?e, friendship and generosity — the palpitations of hope, 
he shudderings of fear, and the nameless endearments of 
dndred and country. 



On the night of the twenty-eighth, the wish which I 
lad cherished till it had become a part of myself was at 
ast eratified. At sunset the wind began to increase, and 
lie sky and ocean to put on a dark and frowning appear- 
ince. Night and a tempest coming on together! How 

Kd and stirring the thought! All hands were imme- 
Jy called to << reef topsails and house masts.'' 

'* Inaequitur clamorque virum stridcsque rudentum.'' 

The shrill voice of the commanding officer, heighten- 
d by the trumpet and echoed by a score of inferior offi- 
ers; the noise of the men climbing and hauling the 
0|>es, and answering to the orders from deck ; the creak- 
ng of timbers; the rustling of canvass; the heavy plung- 
ngs of the vessel; and above all, the loud roar of winds 
nd waves, combined to produce a congregation of 
ounds, which would have shamed the grating thunder 
if Hell-gate, had not the spirit of the storm blended the 
irring elements into one rich and swelling harmony. 
iefore eight o'clock all the masts above the topmasts 
vere " housed" — that is, sent down on deck — and we 
vcre literally flying under close-reefed fore and main 
opsails. The sounds occasioned by the gale, as it swept 
hrough the rigging of the ship, were like the music of 
v'inds in a forest. I'hey were wild but delicious tones, 
jid it waa long before I could tear myself away from 
heir atormy melody. 

I turned in but not to sleep. The rolling of the ves- 
el soon produeed a very different scene below from the 
ine the wind was enacting aloft. It was << high life be- 
ow stairs" with a vengeance. Let the reader figure to 
limielf barrels, trunks, books, and china— TolUnfj^ slid- 
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J, ialling and breaking around him — and he will havi 

mc idea of my situation. 

At two o'clock in the morning, Dr. came to my 

cot, saying he had just come from deck, and hod mn 
the main topsail rent in pieces by the wind. Hi.i wofl' 
were taJismanic : I was up, dressed and on deck in an 
instant. Language can but feebly shadow forth tlic witj- 
limity of the scene. The' wind was roaring through iht 
naked masts and ropes like thunder. The waves had 
become mountains in size and giants in rtrengUi ; and ibt 
ship, as if wearied and vexed by their angry power, 
seemed alternately to seek a dwelling place in the 
heavens above and in the sanctuaries of the deep. Al 
every plunge, huge masses of foam were da-slied DvB 
her sides, which, as they rolled upwards, appeared (o It 
loaded with myriads of the " gems of purest ray »■ 
rene,"" which 

"Tlie dark unralhomeil cares of ocein bru." 
The covering of darkness in which the whole was mrfr 
loped rendered the scene more grand and nwful. 

I love the ocean at al) times, but most when its irmar 
is deepest, and its power most visible. At such times, 
I delight to gaze on its broken and foaming aui j.n t . tiJ 
my own fcelines arc in unison with il^ gramli i , : ! 
my own spirit Icels a part of its restless eniirjt.i h :- 
then tliut the epithet re/i^i'ous may bcmosttppru)i[ult.it 
applied to it, for it lifts the thoughla from itM^lf lo it- 
Maker; from the image to the Original ; from tvltsl c 
seen and temporal to what is unseen and eternal. 



'o an old cruiser there is much in sea life that ifrM 
mous ; but to a novice every occurnm.- i* full nt 4 



^^■tt witer. t have aAen of ■ lUric night 
^^iMchitiK it for hoiin lontbcr. When ■ «liip ii< 
^ tte w«tpr, not only ilo Rie w*Tc» wliicli roll 'ijp r: .... 

Imulpil wllli Ill-Ill in! lis, hilt Ibe null of waler* iuu ^i.. -imi 
llie nidiliT wtii"ic"ii an npppftrmoe wliicli rci.i-i^iU!(-t ■ h.r 
tpark/ing ligiii. dome watcrscont^n i\pciXcT»TOi«i 
WW otftcw. note of the ATcUtic\^a \ ftiav'i. 
*^' " ' -h I Mn icquiilAcA. 
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fresh and eaeer interest, which alwiys aittaches to novdtr. 
Some new form of nature, some new derelopement of 
character, some new branch of discipline, or something 
die calculated to gratify his curiosity, £dls daily beneath 
his observation. 

A floene occurred on the evening of the tAventy-ninth, 
of which, as it will show the promptness with which im- 
proprieties are noticed and punished on board of a man 
of war, I will give some account Before our lights were 

extinguished in the cockpit. Dr. was quietly lying 

in his cot, engaged in conversation, when he was sud* 
denly and unceremoniously saluted with a pair of wet 
and dirty stockings. Scarcely had we come to tlie con- 
clusion to have them thrown overboard, when down 
came a cap in ihe same direction. The doctor then re- 
quested them to cease, but this was only firing the maga- 
zine. A boot full of water, a pillow and a variety of 
other articles followed each other in rapid succession. 
" Joking is joking," cried the medico, " but I Ml not be 
spit upon." He immediately reported it to the first lieu- 
tenant, who might have said with Caesar, ^ e/ii, vidi, 
I'ici ; for he came, looked and went, and in less than two 
minutes all the midshipmen, though most of them were 
snugly asleep in their hammocks, were summoned by 
order of the captain to appear on the quarter deck. Each 
was interrogated personally. Not a soul of tlicm knew 
any thing of the matter. After a variety of fruitless en- 
deavours to ascertain the offender, the captain addre.SHcd 
them to the following effect : " Very well, young gentle- 
men, I shall hereafter give you duty enough to keep you 
out of such business, and shall moreover curtail the in- 
dulgences I had intended to grant yon on our arrival in 
port. I am now under the necessity of »usp(!r.ting you 
ally but in the course of a year or two I sh.-ill find out 
those who are mean enough to be guilty of such actions, 
and treat them accordingly. Your presence is no longer 
necessary." 

Afler they had retired, one of them rerjuestcsd the of- 
fender to go forward and free the rest from sus^iicion, bv 
reporting himaelt. He refused. ^«TV\eikV\\x^V^tV>ivN 




ft 
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ilied the oilier. But — and the fact will show Hii« 

ttiousa midsiiipman is aliuut incurring the ill ii 

companions — before executing his thrunt. In 

them ail as to *vhat he should do, tljua !«■ 
Iheir approbation, and secBring himself fionj clu. ..;;.- 

The puDiBhrneuta inflicted on offending inid»lii(im<>u 
are various. The most common is suspension from duty, 
or as they themselves term it, "doing duty below ttw 
hatches." A suspended midshipman is never allowed u 
go ashore, and on shipboard is limited to the berth deck, 
the gun deck forward the main mast, and the forecaflle 
Any lieutenant has power to suspend an inferior officer, 
tbtit he must report it immediately with all the circm^ 
iltsnces, to the captain. Another common punishmeotil 
''^quarantining," that Is, confining tliem to tlie sliip wluk 
In port, without suspending from duty. They are sonifr 
times, though rarely, kept for a whole day at the niBit 
head looking out for ships or land. It is quite ludicna 
to see a reefer in the middle of the Atlantic climbing up 
to the main royal yard to look out for Kurojie. 

Suspension and quarantining are much dreaded by tht 
midshipmen, and with reasun. What can be a graur 
bore to a man, on entering such a port as Napl<:]i llian i- 
be debarred the privilege of going ashore? It U Iili 
climbing to the top of I'isgun, merely to bv tanlalijoi 
with view of the Promised Land, while you know yov 
are condemned to die in the wilderness. These an dv 
punishments for comparntivelv trivial oflence*. Wh-^ 
the charges are of a more serious nature, the MCUMd i- 
arrested for Irial fay a court martial. 

The punishments of the men are not lea* vanoua thi; 
tliose of the midshipmen. The tnost common JaAx- 
ging, and the severest stopping their grog. Anv liruif- 

it can give a man a dozen with the colt, h-ii .. 

laloDo can Bog with tlic cats ; and tvcti h;- 

Jted to a dozen lashes. A greater numlH-i 

ist be ortlered by a court martial. 

ctaew a right to stop a man's grog 

to Moji any oilier part of his ration, 
ibts whether, if the men sho«\AaUcTvn 
Iff and s/iuuid be aide to yrove v'hav 
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irithheld from them, they would not recover 
n in the civil courts of the United States. It is 
leless frequently withheld from them, much to 
scomfort and annoyance. A sailor would sooner 
a dozen any moment than be kept out of his grog 
e6K. 

her mode of punishment is confinement in the 
' — the ship's prison — which is nothing more than 
ze between the two forward guns on the starboard 
the gun deck. Of this punishment there are three 
distinguished by the terms simple confinement 
tfinement in single and double irons. Confine- 
i single irons is when the hands only are fettered ; 
ment in double irons^ when both the hands and feet 
hat situation. You often hear the prisoners of an 
I <^ spinning their yarns" and singing songs with 
1 glee as if they were lords of creation. When 
umber is sufficient, the brig is not unfrequently 
d and manned with captain, lieutenants, midship- 
c. ; and this fancied distribution of rank and power 
lem a never-ending well-spring of amusement. 
, not only here but in every part of the ship where 
\ of sailors is collected, you often laugh in spite of 
f. The universal practice of " running,*' preva- 
shipboard, sharpens their wits to such a degree 
ur conversation is for the most part well seasoned 
quant, though vulgar repartee. 



latter part of our passage out was rough and bois- 
Thc ocean for many days in succession appeared 
vast expanse of moving mountains. Nothing 
urpass its dark and angry sublimity. But a fri- 
der such circumstances is not a very comfortable 
f residence. The windsails are all taken up, the 
lut in, and the gun deck constantly shipping seas, 
lling and pitching of the vessel renders it impos- 
I walk without some support, and hence ropes> 
(< life lines," are fastened to the guns on the main 
> enable you to pass back and foc^. 

6* 
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If I had any talent at drawing, I would here intro- 
duce a sketch of one of our meals in a gale of wind. 
The picture, if true to the original, would unbend the 
face of a cynic; though I assure the reader that the rea« 
lity is far from heing a laughable matter. It would 
show a half do2:cn of us engaged in the threefold busi- 
ness of eating, holding the dishes on the table, and 
bracing up to keep ourselves in our places; and now 
and then, by way of varying the scene, either singly or in 
groups, taking a ride on our campstools across the cock- 
pit It might also show some one more luckless than 
the rest, at an extraordinary lurch, running to the buck- 
et to <^ heave up'^ his half finished meal, and curse the 
star that ever guided him to the brink of the ocean. 

To avoid these inconveniences, Dr. , proposed to 

have the table and seats suspended by straps of canvass, 
and said that then, when the ship rolled, the table would 
swing, and the campstools would swing, and we should 
swing, and tliere would be a universal harmony between 
us. 



During the first part of my sea life, I did little elM 
than gaze and wonder and admire. The novelty of the 
thing was overpowering, and I was hurried from one 
scene to another, and from one part of the ship to ano- 
ther, by an influence like that ascribed to enchantment. 
When we had a fresh breeze, I often amused myself by 
sitting on the bowsprit, and viewing the surrounding 
waters. At such times the ocean presents a most mag- 
nificent prospect In every direction, as far as the eye 
ean stretch, its surface is covered with breakers, white 
as the driven snow, and sparkling in the bright sun like 
burnished silver. As you look downwards, the wateA 
beneath you are redolent of life. Fishes 

" I'hick u autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 
OfVallombrosa." 

sad of almoBt every imaginable colour, emerald, nibyt 
sapphire and diamond, are playing \}kie\t u[k\A«j^v)i\iivMi 
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free as the element tliey inhabit As the vessel plunges 
OQwardy a broad mass of foam is constantly dashing from 
her sides, and making music, compared with which the 
richest harmonies of art are tame and tasteless. The 
scene is altogether fitted to captivate and fill the imagi- 
natiODy and as you look round upon it, you can scarcely 
avoid exclaiming in the glowing and glorious language 
of the Hebrew poet, "They that go down to the sea 
in ships, that do business in great waters, these see the 
works of the Liord and his wonders in the deep." 

At other times I was not less amused at witnessing the 
large schools of porpoises that played around the ship. 
These are fish of a peculiarly sociable disposition, and 
often follow vessels for hours upon the stretch. The 
water seems literally alive with them, and scores of 
them may frequently be seen jumping out of it together* 
They always seek tlrie bows of the vessel, and their re- 
flection of the various colours of the rainbow, formed 
by the spray rising from the foam, gives them the ap- 
pearance of being tricked out in a thousand brilliant and 
fanciful decorations. The sailors frequently harpoon 
and cat them. They are shapeless lumps of fat, and can- 
not, I should suppose, be very agreeable to a delicate pa- 
late. 



Nothing interested me more than the amusements of 
the sailors on the forecastle after dark. Half the crew, 
it has already been stated, keep watch on deck during 
the night, and they contrive to keep themselves awake 
by a variety of diversions. Here a party is collected 
of which some half dozen are keeping time to the music 
of the violin ; there an old tar is '< spinning yarns," i. e. 
recounting real or fictitious adventures to a second com- 
pany, whose occasional loud bursts of laughter mark 
what are considered the o<ld or witty parts of the story ; 
while a little further on, a third group is listening to the 
atnins, uncouth and artless perhaps, of some son of the 
oeean. This group I prefer to all the others. Some of 
die mUon reaUy sing welL Their «ot\f;& ox^ \ vrv»M%>wii^ 
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in matter and merit — some of them poor enough, and 
others tolerably fair. They are sea songs, and most of 
them full of wild and daring imagery. Occasionally, 
however, you hear one of a nature to bring over the soul 
the melting recollections of absent friends, of fire-side 
endearments, and of those hallowed spots in glen or 
glade, by fountain or rivulet, where the society of kin- 
dred spirits has made earth put on the hues of Eden, and 
appear like a scene of unmingled beauty and delight 
The listeners would probably make but indifierent cri- 
tics, but they feel correctly nevertheless ; and a new de- 
light has often been imparted to my own feelings by the 
simple but honest expressions of approbation with which, 
at the close of a song, it has been honoured. Theirs is 
not the hollow applause of the theatre : it comes warm 
and fresh from the heart. 

There is a romance in the life of a sailor that has alwavs 
made him an object of peculiar interest to me. A 
strong arm and a fearless spirit are the only inheritance 
he possesses, or wishes to possess. With these he bids 
defiance to war and the elements. With these he can 
charm the terrors of the vexed ocean, or the vol lied can- 
non. Dangers — what are they to him ? His glory and 
his pride. 

** lie lays his hand upon the Ocean's mane. 
And plays fiiniiliar with his hoar)* locks." 

There is no amusement of which sailors are more 
fond than that of spinning yarns, and by dint of practice 
they acquire a facility in doing it, which is really as- 
tonishing. Many of thorn make their stones as they go 
along, and this gives them a habit of exaggerating on all 
subjects. You must generally set down one half of what 
an old tar tells vou fur sober truth, to a love of the mar- 
vellous, and a disposition to excite wonder. Many of 
our sailors were fond of reading, and did read a great 
deal. I have been applied to by them oflener for books 
than for any thing else, and have frequently regretted 
that I did not provide myself with a small library of mo- 
ral talcs. i3ooks of this Vmd wouVd be ca^riy read bj 
^eni. If written in a simple aly\c, ol icvcAexito NKxwt^ 
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and with some interest in the story. That sailors afe 
bad enough, and a great deal too bad, qvery one must 
be sensible who has mingled much with them ; but they 
are not irreclaimable. There is no class of men whose ' 
hearts are sooner touched by kindness, or who are more 
fateful for favours. Convince a sailor that you feel an 
interest for him, and you are sure to make him your 
friend. He will do any thing to oblige you. Let 
whiskey be banished from our public vessels, and a 
proper attention paid to the religious and moral instruc- 
tion of our seamen, and the navy will soon present a 
5eld on which the eye of the Christian and the moralist 
can rest with complacency. 

I know that personal religion is not popular on board 
of a man of war ; but why should it not be ? Is there 
any thing mean, pusillanimous, or unreasonable in it ? 
True religion is founded on certain eternal principles — 
such as the existence of a God, the immortality of the 
soul, the dependence of man, the essential difference be- 
tween virtue and vice, and the necessity of rewarding 
the former and punishing tlie latter ; — and if the truth 
of these principles be admitted, it follows that so far 
from being the pait of weak and timid mind^ to listen 
to the voice of the Son of God, it is the perfection of 
wisdom to obey, and the extreme of madness to disre- 
gard it. But Christianity has other claims to our regard. 
Its influence is most pui-e and ennobling. Were I to 
attempt any thing like a lull illustration of this proposi- 
tion, I might fill volumes without exhausting the sub- 
ject My task would be but partially completed when 
I should have shown that a man, thoroughly imbued 
with the spirit of Christianity, as a ruler would be filled 
with a benevolent regard for the happiness of his peo- 
ple; that as a subject he would be characterized by obe- 
dience, as a master by kindness, as a servant by faithful- 
netfl, us a husband by conjugal fidelity, as a father by 
parental love, as a son by filial respect, as a friend by 
open-hearted sincerity ; that he would be humble with- 
out losing his self-respect, and forgiving without sacri- 
Being his honour ; thai he would blend modct^NA^tv ^\^ 
iumneas, prudence with enthuaiasm, and decX^v^w ^\^ 
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mildness ; in short, that he would possess an erectness 
and nobility of character, which all other influences but 
those of religion would be incompetent to produce. 
Then only would my labour be fully accomplished, 
when I should have shown that the full triumph and uni- 
versal practice of the doctrines and precepts of the Car- 
penter of Bethlehem, would convert the world into a 
moral Eden, as far surpassing in beauty and lovelineas 
the garden in which the progenitors of our race were 
placed, as the intellectual and the moral are superior to 
the sensual and the physical. 



On the ninth day of September, about one o'clock P. 
M. we made the Scilly Islands, and at the cry from the 
mast head, <* Land 0!'* there was not, I believe, an indi- 
vidual on })oard who did not feci a thrill of pleasure steal- 
ing through his frame. A pilot boat, rigged with colou^ 
ed sails, was shortly after discovered, and a signal made 
to bring her to.* She was plentifully freighted with 
eggs, fish and potatoes, which, among ])ersons who had 
lived for a month on salt junk and hard tack, met with 
a very ready market. Our pilot, though from the Scilly 
Islands, did not discover any remarkable silliness in 
making n bargain, for he demanded a most enormous 
price for his services. 

In our a])proach to England we had an earnest of its 
climate. A thick mist fell soon after we made the land, 
and prevented its being seen from deck. I gleaned from 
the pilot the following ])articulars respecting the Scilly 
Islands. Five only of them are inhabited, the rest being 
either too small or too rocky to admit of cultivation. 
The largest is from eight to ten miles in circumfcrcnee, 
and contains from two to three luindred inhabitants. The 
others are much smaller and contain together about the 
same number. Their principal ])roductions are barley 
and potatoes, wheat being rarely raised. Apples Ux* 
merly abounded, but nearly all tlie trees have recently 
been destroyed by the bugs. Goo^berries are now tliB 

The signsd for a pilot boal is ai ^imoii '^i^cV. «l^^ 1rr« vili^^Ha 
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principal fruit Each of the iLsokVir^ jiUstr^iit, KZfxr/, 
one, has a chapel in which dirjz^ wstt^a ^\ ^^^rjinuA 
^ery Sabbath. 

On the tenth we had a saue *^^ vj^d \z^adi^ -xr^ ^ii ::ik 
morning of the eleventhf wi^c I w^i* -jc ^*ivl JJ4'.tr:;axjt 
—^ merry Old England" — ^'* t^*xrjr^\A O'j: /^.f-i.-j: "* — 
was in full view on our hrrjoij^ v*a--. 7!:i* «;'jhti: w u» 
I line of high chalk cliSs. ky/^^^'-"*! uvryhry. iv.:.;t/ v, 
the sea. These hills j>rfcift!:i>c i -'j^lx i.-j: iit-b.-jH;* i;>- 
pearance, and the scet^rr rutrvii: vw «c --ii-M.'.i^;: vv 
distance that even its kw* pir^rr.^'.i^i- i»5ir-v.**:* 'jj-.i: ti-jp 
be distinctly seen. Bjt h T^tit Ecvjc: :**'- bv - i/.i- v.;r; vai 
enough. It was the 'zali*^ yxwj^ 'A u: r yArvlv:.'tv.rt. uv: 
their sepulchres had 5>«ii vv-^:**^ «.:-„'. .r.e j:r.rr vjrA:t . 
and what American ocr-l": •i*::-j>.: ::: :5-.»r v. it i/»i: **.r.i» 
without something jii* 'iifr y*ar-,. : p -js? :..;i. i5^jr.\.i\*'. - 

We passed Porik-vL I>:i"!»yi*;:. .r* i.v. V- Ai-iii.v'* 
Head, and soon aftiET zr^^ -iv* w *!«>?"- *i::/*^v. -tr '^ vi* 
Isle of Wight. It li « r-xr- '..'-i-x « , £. uJ^r. v^ V*>x.»».'* 
which, seen at a cisr-i::.'.!*, :.•:■*:»•%:•. ',• i.-. i.;'-^i.r!:-j:.T vr-jit'.- 
flat surface, vr'rA'Jt 4.* s.*.'-". «:i •:*::,.: -w.-jt-.** ".-.^ -i. * vv 
washing do w.r: V/^ *•:.! :-i.* vi.-.s:£-,^*;id ,": w.;.-, *::/*:ix» '.f 
brown, which z!v-; .-. i ^.-.^..-rft-. .-. i.-.: •-•.'..«,-.:, • kyj^A:- 
ance. As yo- ky^rxt-w -- Vj^ *>:«.•*'.: fiivr** •,; \-jh 
surface is jcra i -*. . r io*Ui.- : r\: ^'jVt.:^ . :. '-'. t v. '. m • -, •^/r- -- 
circle. Just ;r. iz^.z.". «f i*- iLrw *.:-i.— ^ » :, >, ; -y. i * s- -y.': . '^ 
10 a con-ideri'r/.'e: ii^jo^jz aVivc v.=: »i..*Ii.v.^ -.:' *• -. - ir.r-. 

Impelled ^.j -x'.tA im :•-.-:*-.•- Vjt: v*:w.^. ;; -*::'. :^- 
pidly aIo.iz tr**: r-'r.-. -ivi.*^. •:: v.r: !*,«: '.: V/ ::•.•. v»;_:*. 
was crowne-i wlu'. c'-."'^? t'-^ :r.*;ft.::vs* i:.-: ;,^.:i:s:-r'.7»r» 
of the richest gPtt:.. --f^si . "l: .. i-'-^ rtrV^r^.'-i -^ ".'. y^s^^li, 
after hivir^g ga^e^: -r. r. vv..:-z :'•,.• v.*: -4.*" i- --' v.%k.* V:: 
L^i* •• waste of wa".Arr*-" T:.-. :*.:. M.v.f; ..''*:. .•: v.rr*.-:."*, 
but the attractioijLi O'j c-j'-it •*«:,•* ".vv y.'^^r::/. Vj -j^z :*:- 
«i«ted. arid wher. we ci.'r.*:-: : -f C'-Ar--. I -ai* a» -a-:: i« 
if I ha^ be*:ri djpj*.-: .r. ::.•: Cp>'r.i-'- N.'': r,..: -j.-: 5.i!!:r 
can kriO w the jf J • as- rt of :.-. i i i :. z "'•'z \':'.,\ i •. - «■.:".- r. z 
into port aitfcr a lor. 2 TCiViz'.-. 

The paasexig!:.'^ aii ief: -» trie nr.omeDt thf: a-^iM-r "Vis 
let go, but not a singJe omcer who wai ^vuc:ifc<i. \b vhft 
Mp~ In ffte night it came on 10 b\o*.v ^ t^^^vv ^^^ ^^ 
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kiiid, which parted our chain cable and caused ua to he 
iftrifted a considerable distance. Most of ihe next cli v 
was occupied in getting up t!ie lost anchor and moori : . 
the ship. In the morning 1 asked the captain if I ini^ 
go ashore, and was answered in four words, " Niir 
present, sir." I afterwards learned that, on arriving ■ 
port, officers are not generally allowed lo go ashore uii" 
the ship is moored.* The moment that was done v 
captain sent me word that I could go. 

1 spent only a few hours ashore, !li9impo^■: 
scribe tho feelings with which [ first set foot •■■. 
soil. It was as if my soul had been bathed in ^'<l:> | . '. 
siaa dream. As I wandered among the enchanting villi) 
which form the suburbs of West Cowes, 1 could 



I 



avoid exclaiming aloud, " This, then, is re.-dly the 
land of Shalcspenre and Milton, tiie brightest stan dm 
ever gilded the heaven uf poetry ; of Newton and Loci' 
those magicians in thephilosophy of matter and of nitol 
of Burke, FoK and Pitt, names synonymous with all ttui 
is mighty and aplendid in eloquence ; and of a ihguum: 
othen, /amam qui ierminant asiris, and whose Hr.i 
gB will continue to instruct and delight Ihe latest agK.' 

On Sunday the tiurteenlh, for the first tjnw sAt^l 
Joined the Constellation, divine service was per&rmcdSfl 
board. Mr. K. read such portions of (he beautiful Mf- 
rice of the EptscojKd church, as could bo read withoitt 
responses. Tbe sky, the air and the surrounding walro^ 
in their purity and stillness, hurmunized beautifully *'' 
the sacred character of the day, and combined with i 
things lo render ihescene one of the most intersstiDgj 
gratifying I have ever witnessed. I have itever "■ 
more decorous or attentive audience on land ; and 
servant, in an humble but simple tone, uftreil up nut 
thanks for His mercies, acknowledged nor depcodeWS 
and guilt, and invoked Hi* clcmrncy nn ' ■ ■• 

could not but feel that the Almighty 
Father of the universe looked down trot 
ire// pleased with the hoTOa{,«of Vln cnaUu'va. 
V A sUp it aahi lo be moored wticn «\te Wk 



walro^ 

thotH 

itaWT 
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CHAPTER V. 



On Monday morning, the fourteenth of September, 
there was a general rush to the purser. This is always 
the first thing on getting into port His strong box is 
the sine qua nojiy without which, port* would not be 
worth a farthing. Unfortunately, most of us had not 
** worked out our dead horses,^'* and were obliged to 
eontent ourselves with the pittance of a few dollars. 
However, a few dollars make a midshipman as rich as a 
thousand, and an army of them was soon '^ rigged out" 
with full dress coats, cocked hats, and dirks, for a cruize 
on shore. They set oflf from the ship in high gjee, full of 
the elastic buoyancy of youth, and with expectation on 
tiptoe. They visited Newport, Carisbrooke Castle, and 
Appuldurcombe Park, I was not of the party, but I un- 
derstood from those who were, that they enjoyed them- 
selves to the utmost of their anticipations. They show- 
ered gold like rain on the servants who showed them 
the Lions, drank Champaign like so many lords, and 
returned at night, jaded and exhausted, to pace the quar- 
ter deck for four dreary hours. This is always the con- 
summation of a midshipman's enjoyment; but the irk- 
someness of his duties on board gives edge to his pleasure 
while it lasts. " Enjoy the pleasures of the passing day,'' 
is a maxim which he sticks to as Sancho did to the pro- 
mise of an island. 



The villages of East and West Co wes arc on the north 
coast of the Isle of Wight, near its centre. They are 
romantically situated on the declivities of two hills, and 

• MMad kana are debts to the purser on account of sdranccs of 
pay. When a ship is put in commission, her officcrt sre allowed an 
adfaoce of three months. This advance fs^TuenLl^Y oi^imXKA ^ ^ 
Aflsfj dnwlmek on their purses the first bi^ qC ^iM» oe^^* 
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Medina river. They are iiregularly built, and ii 
lower parts of them ihere is little to attract or p 
curiosity; but the beautiful castles and villas, the 
denccs of lords and gentlemep, tbat crown the sui 
of tlie two hills on which they stand, surronndt 
rich lawns and shade trees, and covered with luxur 
ivy, give them an air of rural elegance, whose 
can be known only by being felt. 

The two edifices which chiefly attract attention in 
Bast Cowes and Norris Castles — the residences of John 
Nash, Esq., architect to his Majesty, and the Bight Hob 
Lord Henry Seymour. They are of modern coD*tro(y 
•lion, but boilt in imitation of the ancient castles. ITjqr 
are nobte slrucliires, "embosomed softin trees," and I» 
clustering towers by vvbicJi they are surmoutjli ', -n 
them an appeajance of grandeur and strength, 1 1. -I ■■- 
to the imagination many a wild tale of galkmi ;.: 
and bright-eyed dame. I visited them In coinp.!!.. 

Dr. . When we arrived at the enclosure i ; 

grounds belonging to East Cowes' Castle, we ucn ^•■■■]i- 
ped at a small out-bouse, where a number of girl« mn 
making lace, and told tbat we must send our rani? tu ilii- 
proprielor, if we desired leave to enter. Wlicn tlic peo- 
ple in the hut ivhere we stopped, discovered tint we 
»vere Americans, they were as inquisitive p.* i 
Yankees, and some of them expressed gr^at 
to come over to this country. The little f^l 
went with our cards, soon returned with the n«i 
permission. An English castle is not like an 
p^cc, a mere gallery of the fine arts, kept tor 
vith a little garret or retired comer for the use of 
■ffner'a family. The Italian has no word in bis 1 _ 
nge which signifies com/orl, but the Engliahmaa bat 
th the word and the tiling, lie care* niorr for hu 
Bifort than he does for all the pictures between lte 
^psand Apulia; but the IlAlian, on tJie contrary, nag" 
Wt exchange his painted Vcnusea and Madonnai tori 
'ke Miuieira and Champaign tbat sparkle on tb« I 
g«fc«fejPOWf comitulxu ot &q%\vAi mitordi. 
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As the family of Mr. Nash was <^ at home/^ we were 
not admitted into the castle; but the gardener conducted 
us through the pleasure grounds, which consisted of 
lawns, flower-gardens, conservatories, groves, aqueducts, 
fountains, fish-ponds, bowers covered with grape vines, 
and serpentine walks arched with the branches of vene- 
rable oaks and elms; — the whole interspersed with 
alabaster statues of ancient divinities, and arranged with 
an airy elegance, that made it seem more like one of 
those places which the poets have peopled with nymphs 
and fairies, than like the abode of beings of a more 
earthly mould. The gardener descanted witli great elo- 
quence on the good taste with which the grounds were 
laid out, not forgetting to remind us frequently that the 
whole was planned by its present proprietor, and exe- 
cuted by himself. 

At Norris Castle there was comparatively little to 
be seen. It enjoys the advantages of a more commanding 
situation, and the view of it from our anchorage was 
most enchanting. Over a door in the passage is the his- 
tory of the family in heraldry. One of the symbols 
represents the marriage of Henry the Eighth to Lady 
Jane Seymour, from whom the present Lord Seymour is 
descended. Lord S. is now in his dotage, being up- 
wards of eighty years old. Many characteristic anec- 
dotes are related of him. One of them is the following: 
A countryman had one day been so unfortunate as to 
have upset a load of hay; and while he was deliberating 
what he should do, Lord Seymour passed that way on 
foot. The countryman, not suspecting from his appear- 
ance that he was above his own rank, asked him if he 
would help him to reload his hay. Lord S. assented, 
mounted upon the cart, and arranged the hay as it was 
pitcheil up to him. When he had finished and descend- 
ed, the ])oor man thanked him for his kindness, and was 
going to drive on. '< My good friend," said Lord S., 
«*do you know who I am?" *< No, sir," he replied. 
«* I am the proprietor of Norris Castle," rejoined Lord 
S. The poor fellow, trembling and terrified almost out 
of bis wits, fell upon his knees and be^ygbd Vi^ ^qmVvL Coc- 
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ffiye him. The generous nobleman bade hioi 

his feet, gave him a small gold coin, and told him to 

drink to his health in. the best bottle of ale he could find. 



On the evening of the nxteenth, I set off on foot and 
alone on an excursion into the Island. I look the road 
to Newport, which lay along the west bank of the Me- 
dina river. The valley of the Medina is cultivated to an 
extent unknown in any part of the United States that I 
have visited; and the contrast between the dark green of 
the hedge rows and the brilliant verdure of the meadows 
and pasturing grounds, presents a landscape to which we 
have no counterpart on this side of the Atlantic, and 
whose eflcct it is utterly impossible to describe. Wilder 
and sublimer scenery wc have in abundance, but cer- 
tainly none so beautiful. The glory of an English land- 
scape is the eternal richness of its verdure; and it is 
vexatious to reflect that this is the effect of an everlasting 
drizzle — the offspring of a climate the most detestable on 
earth. Could the enchanting landscapes of England and 
the delicious climate of Greece be united, they would 
form all that the maddest idolater of nature could desire 
of fair, and lovely, and delightful. 

it was nightfall before I reached Newport. I had the 
good fortune to stumble upon a hotel where a club, called 
the Social Friends' Club, was to hold its weekly mcctp 
ing. I was politely invited to attend, and at eight o'clock 
was ushered into a spacious hall, with a table extending 
the whole length of it, around which were seated some 
fifty gentlemen. The table was covered with pipes, 
tobacco, and liquors. Each member is required by the 
rules of the club to sing a song when called upon, and 
the last singer is entitled to name his successor. Several 
fine songs and glees were sung, and we had a good deal 
of agreeable conversation on various topics — political, 
literary, &c. The English are quite as inquisitive aatbe 
Americans ; and my observation in various countries has 
convinced me that, in this respect at least, the whole 
univerae is a set of Yankees. VcrV^pa \]tvf^ %xa1o^ vu^ 
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^^nd in iU form, and ornamented with a f^oA rmetjM 
carved emblems ; — among olhers, fourteen 6||[iii«9 ivptl 
senting the cardinal virtues and libf»^ sciences. It wfl 
erected in l<i36, as we learn from an ipseriplion on ill 
canopy. Under a Gothic arcl^ in one of the priodfll 
aiflles, is a email circular stone, with thi^ inacriptioil 
" Underneath in a lead coffin rest the remains of Elin 
beth, 2nd daughter of King Charles 1. Obit Sept. sM 
1650. Actat. 14." In one corner of tho church iheral 
a monument to Sir Edward Horsey^ governor of tH 
island under Elizabeth, on which is en^avcd a Latin tm 
taph, setting forth his virtues in a strulo of high cominM 
dation. Under the monument is a marble statae of dl 
knight in full armour, with his Iidi-ag, richly capannoH 
ed, at his feet. Near by hangff his real helmet, an una 
mou3 mass of steel, the sight of which brought to my M 
collection many a wild but graceful legend of thow gm 
lant and courteous times, when the wcaknew of govciS 
ments induced individuals to undertake the generous tM 
of protecting innocence and beauty. J 

The venerable ruins of Carisbrooke Castle lie abooM 
mile to the westward of NewporL This imcient Ga 
tress is situated on a lofty cniincnCB, which tvas Hfl 
chosen as a place of defence before the invention of fid 
arms. It appears to excellent advantage as you ■nproiil 
it from Novport, and, in iu present dlUpidalcd ^^ 
^^Bteibly I'ccalls the lines of the {)oot, ^M 

^^^H " Time by his gnuiual touch, I 

^^^m Bus moulilereit into bmuty miay a tower, M 

^^^K Whicli, when it fruwiinl with all ita bMtlenwnl^ M 

^^^m Was aniy terrible." ■ 

^^^H'ho first entrance is through a stone gateway OB fl 
^^Bptsiile, on whose arch is inscribed " 1398. Si. K. 4lfl 
^^Htwin^ that it was erected in tlic forlielli year of fl 
^^Hpi ot Queen Elizabeth. A Hitle l>eyoDd is a aecga 
^^Hnnce through a gateway, of the age of Kdwaid M 
^^^■irth, flanked and defended by ttvo round tntf^l 
^^Bre I was obliged to ring a bell and wait for lbs iM 
^^BIm opened. A well dressed man soon made fala^ 
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ed to many a royal and many a gentle guest, again mOr- 
ed upon its grating hinges ; and as I passed into the area 
eaelosed by the inner walls, it was with unutterable feel- 
ings that I found myself on ground that had been honour- 
id by the presence of Henry the Eighth, Elizabeth, 
!!harfes, and many other English monarchs. 

Near the centre of the area is a building of compara- 
iyely modem date, in which I was shown the room 
vhere the princess Elizabeth died. The window through 
vhich her unhappy father attempted to escape, is in a 
uined apartment of the old Castle. In one end of the 
nodem edifice is a well, dug through a solid rock to the 
lepth of three hundred feet, before the discovery of gun- 
powder. The water is uncommonly pure and grateful- 
jO the taste. It is raised by means of a large wooden 
ivheel, turned by a donkey. The longevity of these 
inimals is almost incredible, one of them having, it is 
iaid, performed that task for forty-five years! My con- 
ductor tried two experiments. One of them was throw- 
ing a small quantity of water into the well, which was 
6ve minutes in its descent, and returned a sound increas- 
ed by reflection to an astonishing loudness. The other 
lias letting down a lighted lamp, by means of which 
every part of the well became distinctly visible. The 
noise occasioned by its descent resembled the low and 
distant mutterings of thunder. There was another well 
in the keep, formerly of equal depth, but now filled up 
to prevent accidents. 

The old keep or donjon is on an elevated conical 
mound, and the ascent to it is by a flight of seventy-two 
stone steps, every one of which exhibited proofs that 
Time, the "victor of all fields below," had achieved 
some conquests here also. As I moved slowly up, a 
dream of other days was coming o'er my spirit; but on 
irriving at the summit, the spell was interrupted, the 
present triumphed over tlic past, and hoary headed anti- 
Duity was forgotten amid the splendid profusion of beau- 
bea by which 1 found myself surrounded. I was on a 
ipot that commanded a view of almost the entire island, 
irith distant glimpeea of the Solent and the cio^X. Wj^^A 
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it High hills and sunken vales, rich meadows and com* 
fields, smooth pasturing downs, green hedge rows,copaei^ 
groves and forest woodlands^ interspersed with elqgul 
country-scats and villages, and enlivened by innumenh 
ble grazing herds, met the eye wherever it chanced to 
wander. A peal of bells from Carisbrooke church in 
honour of the marriage of the rector's daughter, rising in 
measured and harmonious numbers, blended the chamM 
of music with those of vision, and threw over the whole 
scene an air of mellow and chastened beauty, which tiai 
will never efface from my memory. But the relies of 
former times were thick around me, and the past g^ 
dually regained its dominion over my thoughts. I wtf 
standing upon the ruins of a fortification, built, as mmj 
suppose, by the ancient Britons, and possessed sueee^ 
siveiy by the Romans, the Saxons, the Danes, the N<N^ 
mans and the modern English; and a train of reflex 
tions, somewhat tinged with melancholy, forced itself 
upon my mind. 

Such, I could notforl)ear exclaiming mentally, such is 
human grandeur; a flower — a song — a gleam of passini 
sunshine; and all is gone for ever. Rome — imperial 
Rome — whose standard once waved in triumph perfasfis 
on the very spot where I am now standing, ana whose 
Eagle spread her broad wings over every clime; where 
is she? In her grave, and nothing remains of her— 
mighty and glorious though she was — but a splendid 
image. These hills, save in the single point of cull 
tion, remain as they were when the Druid offered up! 
bloody sacrifices in the forest sanctuary, but the _ 
tions that have swc])t over them, have all shared the 
common lot of humanity ; and that which now occupies 
them will soon be removed to make room for another. 
Well may Infidelity affirm that she cannot account for 
such a system of things ; but Christianity clears up Iho 
mystery by pointing to a world whose glories araa^ 
fading, and where virtue will meet a sure and everlsl^ 
ing reward. 

On my return from the Cas\\^\ol^e^n^tt|\.Unda 
donkey, gig and driver, a\l ou a nwj vccva^i 
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' Appuldurcombe Park, the seat of the Rjsht Ho- 
>Ie Lford Yarborough. Our road lay tffiough a 
of which it is no poedcal exaggeration to say, 



'< Here in this delidoiw girden is 

Variety without ead i sweet interchange 

Of hills and ^'allejn^ rivers, woods and plains ; 

Now land, now sea, and shores with forests crowned ; 

Rocks, dens and 



rhy should I attempt to {)ortray scenery, from in- 
famillar to the imagination of most of my readers, 
incomparable descriptions of Lieigh Richmond in 
>ung Cottager and Dairyman's Daughter ? — descrip- 
whose chaste simplicity a child can comprehend, 
et whose fervid eloquence thrills the soul of the 
r and the philosopher ; — descriptions, whose accu- 
from an inspection of some of the scenes they painty 

safely say, is only equalled by their beauty. 
\ passed through the little village of Godshill, re- 
iblc for nothing but the picturesque situation of its 
h on a hill near the centre of the town, and the an- 
appearance of its houses, which arc all thatched 
straw, and covered with moss, apparently the 
h of centuries. The church at Godshill is a sort of 
ninster Abbey in miniature. It contains some 
omc sepulchral monuments, and a painting of 
rl in the Lion's Den, by Rubens, in which that 
ious artist has fully sustained the reputation of his 
I. Continuing our ride through the same pic- 
|ue and delicious scenery, we soon arrived at Ap- 
rcombe, situated in the southern part of the island, 
onsidercd the most splendid residence it contains, 
entrance to the Park is through a stone gateway of 
mic order, and the beauties that cluster around you 
ssing it, come over the soul like music or a dream. 
y thing there is on a grand scale. The grounds are 
sivc, and laid out with great elegance. Scarcely a 
'rom the tallest elm to the humblest juniper, scarcely 
:er that lends a fragrance to the air or a beauty to 
cm on which it blooms, 

*»Bat there is planted or gTOW««itaxn\r 
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The back ^und is a lofty hill, n-hose slope is bung vnik 
« iHBgnificent forest ot uaks and beeches, :>i. 1 > 
i^sumniit is crowned witli a noble obelisk of ( ■■ 
. nite. Hundreds of deer, c'pita iifia/rren/< 

.arboreis, were gracing in every direction, afni L^; . 

kfeuDtains and cawing rooks, though with music k>[1" 
fAstt dissimilar, added to ihc interest of the scene 
' The mansion is in a style of magnificcacc corrcspoi] ' 
ing to that of the grounds. It is of free atanc, with Cin 
tegular fronts of the Corintliian order. The pilasti ■ 
entulilalures, balustrades, &c. are of Portland mnrlii 
beautifully sculptured. Dut it is the inlvriiir of ih^ 
building that chiefly attruts your attention. The coUm> J 
tion of paintings and sculpture- would he considered rick I 
even in Italy. The apartments on the ground floarst 
superbly furnished, and decorated with numerous ptir.- 
ings of the Roman and Venetian schools, many of whi^ 
were executed by the first artists of Italy. On enter' : 
the grand saloon, tlie profusion of ancient nculplim' i'. 
bursts upon the view, tills you with a scntitm ■ 
bounded admiration. It was the first timi.- \ 
any thing of the kind, and it produced a slrj:.L 
lo sec the ancient gods and philosophers gazing upurt , 
from all quarters. 

On my return from Appuldurcombe, I went m tr 
miles out of my direct route to visit the grave of the Dai- 
ryman's Daughter. It is in the burying ground oTjT '' 
Church at Arrclon village. When I alighted, llieJQ 
girls of the village galheied around me. I Mked H 
U they could show me the grave of tho Uury 
) Daughter. " yes," they replied, and tmmm 
^ conducted me to iL It is close by the churcli of v 
I 'Ae was a constant and most exemplary attrmlant AJ 
slab of marble, with an appropriate inacriptjoQ, mulL 
Sjwt where sleep the anhes of that aaintcil spiiilpfl 
■hone so brightly while on earlli, and who it a 
ing in a purer and fairer world. Who, U)ou| 
I «re rested on the grave and niy mind i 
mj'ahort «nd simple onnals," who would no 
tatha of her who repoKAWickVh ^v li 
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md obocure though her lot on earth was, to all the re- 
nown which the proudest sons of genius and power have 
syer inherited ? Monuments of marble and of brass 
have been erected to perpetuate their memory ; her name 
is inscribed on the imperishable records of heaven. They 
enjoyed the happiness arising from the consciousness of 
pleasing their fellow men ; she the blessed assurance of 
pleasing her Maker. Their glory is fading ; hers will 
endure when the stars shall be quenched, and 

<< The Sun himself shall die." 



The Isle of Wight is separated from the English coast 
by a channel, from two to three miles wide^ called the 
Solent or Solvent sea. Those who employ the latter 
orthography, derive it from the Latin verb "solvere" — 
to loose — to break off — and contend that the island was 
originally a part of the main land, but separated from it 
by the operation of natural causes, beyond the period to 
which authentic history extends. I am not prepared to 
enter into the discussion of this question, and if I were, 
it would not probably be very edifying. 

This Island has of late years become one of the most 
fashionable summer retreats in England. The wonder- 
ful fertility of its soil and the picturesque beauty of its 
scenery have procured for it the proud appellation of the 
** garden of England." The members of the royal Yacht 
Club, an association of several hundred lords and gentle* 
men, annually assemble there to breathe the country 
air, and recreate themselves by land and water excur- 
sions. The king is their patron, and sometimes honours 
them with his presence. The club uniform is the cos- 
tume of British sailors. The king himself becomes a 
common tar on these occasions. Each member of the 
dub owns a yacht, and once in the season there is a 
grand sailing match, at which all are required to be pre- 
sent Amusement is thus made subservient to a valua- 
ble national purjiose, improvement in the art of ship 
building. ^_^_^___ 
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I paid a touch-and-go visit to Southampton and 
Portsmouth on the main Island. The former is abool 
twelve miles north of Cowes up the Southampton rmrp 
a noble stream and illustrious in English story. At an 
early hour on the morning of the fifteenth, I left Cowes 
in company with Dr. ■ , in the steam packet. Earl of 
M almesbury, on a trip to that place. The scenery op 
the river is distinguished by that picturesque beautyi 
and that air of perennial freshness, for which England 
is celebrated all tlic world over. On our left, we had a 
view of the royal forest in which the son of William the 
Conqueror was killed in the chase, and on our right, of 
the beach where Canute administered that well kno^ii 
rebuke to his flatterers, when they told him the tides of 
the ocean would retire at his command. The ruins of 
Netlcy Abbey, one of the oldest monkish establishments 
in England, were indistinctly seen through a clump of 
trees on tlic cast bank of the river. They are in a ro- 
mantic spot, and are visited as a curiosity by strangers 
who travel to that part of England. 

When we arri ve(l oil' Southampton, the steamboat came- 
to in the middle of the stream, and left the passengers 
to get ashore as they might, all for the patriotic purpose 
of giving employment to the watermen. These hover- 
ed around us by dozens, and such a jostling and clamour 
as they made ! One would have supposed it was a pitch- 
ed battle among the victors to decide who should carry 
off the greatest share of the prize. Thus, nolens voknM, 
we were obliged to comj)ly with the Spanish proverb. 
En tierra donde fucrcs haz como r/cr<'.y,* and pay six- 
pence a piece for getting ashore, after having paid for 
our passage nearly enough to travel from New York to 
A 1 ban v. 

W^e had time only to walk through some of the prin- 
cipal streets, and give a passing glance to the exterior 
of the city. It is one of the handsomest places I ercr 
visited. Most of the houses in the suburbs have littli \ 
yards in front, which are laid out witli the utmost purity 

"* At RomcdoM^^oBAXA^.*^ 
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ing odleetion of ehildnSi. In dieir iliilttfc 
thoT were pouring fbrth^ like a •traem c 
guiHiing gladness of tbeir young spirHa. Thei^i 
ai|^t more grateful to a benevomit mind Hmmi 
enjoyments of those innocent beings, who 

« Age drMflmng cMahood^ briffateit ili ii— i* 

and the deU||^ we finl is doubled, when dwae en 
ments are die resoit of 4a|rity ; or, vdiat is mora^ 
nation's gntkituda, dineteil to the orphans of die gpimt ^ 
defianders of her ri|^ts» 



In company iprfth anoAAr MetUeo, on the mormag sf 
the sixteenth I set off on a trip to Portsmouth, ^tts 
most considerable haven for men of war, (so aijs Ih** 
Morse,) and the most stronrij fortified place in Ep^ 
land." It is in a north-easterly direction lirom Ctmrn^ 
and about equally distant with SofUlpanpton from Ihil 
place. We had a beautiful view of Ryde as we 
it, a village in the Isle of Wight The housa 
uncommonly neat, and the shade trees ao thickly ii 
Spersed among them, that town and country 
here married to each other. One of our fellow 
gers, a ruddy, corpulent, good-natured fellow, 
us with an account of the improvements he had 
the British navy, and of others which he had in 
jdation* One of his contemplated improvements 

make copper ships ! Congress had better be i 

about to dispose of our live oak forests in Florida fir i 
wood, instead of sending out schooners for thdr 
tion. An English reefer also edified us with an 
of a cruize he had made in a frigate, or some 
sel, that sailed eleven knots close-hauled, and 
with flowing sheets!* 

The entrance to the harbour of Portsmouth in 
but dee^ and is defended by strong battarieo 
sides. The harbour forms nearly a ciltfe, and 

* The dieeti are ropes hy wluch the lower oomcis of Ai 
AtttiMait Thejr are iMd to he ••flowing^ when thaM^! 
^r C6e irjnd if not dead eft. 




♦»> ^ 
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he most eapacious ind beautiful in the worid. Covered 
m it wms when we saw it, with more than one hundred 
ukd fifty of the finest ships in die British navy, it pre- 
■nted a most imposing and magnificent prospect Im- 
mediately on our arrival, we procured a boat to convey 
■B to the Victory, Lord Nelson's flag-ship at the battle 
of Trafaleair. The Victory is a three decker, and a noble 
model. 1 do not recollect the exact number of guns she 
mounts, but it cannot be far from one hundred eitiier 
way. She is considered so sacred that visiters are re- 
quired to write their names and residences in a book 
kept for that purpose. I had supposed that she was laid 
up adperpeiuumy but we were assured by officers at- 
tached to her that, in case of war, she would be one of 
the first ships put in commission. She was kept in first 
rate order, and her forward officers' store rooms, which 
are very large, were superbly fitted up. The yeomen 
all expected a gratuity. Such a thing is not allowed in 
our navy. A man who should be known to have re- 
ceived money from a visiter would be flogged. Near 
the centre of the Victory's quarter deck is a small circu- 
lar plate of brass, let into the plank, marking the spot 
where Lord Nelson fell. On it is engraved the motto 
which he telegraphed to his fleet before the action : 
'^England expects every man to do his duty." What 
a sublime conception ! How much enthusiasm it must 
have awakened ! Those simple but emphatic words, 
floating in brOad letters from the mast head of the Ad- 
miral, were doubtless the beacon-light which guided 
many a gallant tar to a glorious death. The battle of 
Trafalgar cost Lord Nelson his life, but it was not till the 
paean of Victory had been sti-uck up, that the bravest 
and greatest of England's naval heroes closed his eyes in 
death. Wc were shown the room in the cockpit where 
he died, and he must be either more or less than human, 
frhp could behold it witliout emotion. We were not 
fedUlitted into the cabin, as the court martial, convened 
br the trial of Captain Dickenson, was then sitting there. 
We were politely invited into the wardroom, where 
were treated to a bottle of good o\d SVviirn} wA^vWx 
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refreshments. The trial of Capt. Dickenson was the all 
absorbing topic on board of the Victory, as it was at that 
time throughout England. * He came off with flying 
colours, much to the gratification of all his brother ofli- 
cers. 

We were not admitted into the famous Dock Yard. 
Permission could be obtained only by writing to the 
Lords of the Admiralty in London. For the rest, .the 
town was not so handsome as that of Southampton, and 
was chiefly interesting to us as being the first specimen 
of a walled city^ that either of us had ever seen. 



Of all the countries I have ever visited, England 
makes the heaviest draws upon a man's purse. Your 
original bills at the public houses are enormous, and then 
you have them all to pay over again in the shape of gra- 
tuities to servants. And such servants! A Greek is sa- 
tisfied with a iow paras, and an Italian with a kw/fraiM 
or scratches ; but an Englishman turns up his noise at 
any thing but gold or silver. The former beg; the latter 
demands. As some compensation for this, you arc well 
served, well fed and well lodged; and these are things 
for which any reasonable man would be willing to incur 
some extra charges. The linen of their beds is white as 
the purest snow, the butter and cream on their tables 
yellow as virgin gold, and their nnillun pies and roast 
beef quite as rich and savoury as coniniun fame reports 
them. 

The English are pr()veri)ial for their cleanliness, and 
deservedly so. The meanest cottage in England has an 
air of neatness and comfort, unknown in the south of 
Europe. I was struck with this wherever I went. 

The Constellation was vi.sited a jinrat tieal while at 
Cowes l)y persons of all ranks. She ua:^ universally ad- 
mired. 



On the evening of tiic twentietii, we gi)l under wei^ 
from Cow OS, but t\ie pWoV. ft-dvA v\\v: \\\!'4V\\vt vj^ um 



irty'* to proceed, aaii w? enneroi ncun ^xiF SyiibimL 
t next z&cmlo^ dawned an. usv «» aa jcher hoeie- 
in Eagiand hiirf, wr±. i -*Lear kj. T!ie »?''iTiTiT« ;iiac 
satened us with x bicv !ne grggeding ^iveniizjC- ^tad 
mselves licea biovn ivi^, md liie csuxbl xru » ae 
e from tiie bt'ie wave, aesned tu finile 'jii our ie- 
ture. A riresa breeze wo^ bLowin^ siir apaa a& ouc 
8 were earij anbctfocied :□ i^ 

''And giDas-iy the vesel hexv^ ±e sbsKaaltiK smf " 

The MelTille. in Fjrgff.-tfi fiae of lilde Aip^ weu^hed 
hor shortlv aner us. and as s£te dodbled doe esanem 
reznity of the Isle of Wi^t. ulJ widk aS sil sc 
etched away for the MediterraneaB, tbe moA mdi&r- 
could not behold her without a aentrment of adzmzir 



1. 

iVe passed the fauoj of the Rojal Geor^ xizLk in 
12 by a sudden squall of wind, and wbooe loas Cow- 
' has celebrated in that well known ode. beginnrng : 

••Toll for the braTc! 

The brare that are no more; 
AH sunk beneath the ware 

Fut br their nacire shore. " 

tVe had scarcely lost sight of th^ white elif& of AI- 
D) when the whiter and bolder cliffs of France rose 
»n our view. We did not arrive off Havre early 
»ugh to land Mr. Rives the same day, and therefore 
'e-to for the night a little after sunset It was the ho- 
t of hours ; — an hour that the poet loves for its ridi- 
Sf the philosopher for its quiet, and the Christian for 
purity; — 



'* When the stillness bebw, the mild radiance abore, 
Softly sink on the soul, and attune it to love.' 



»> 



The sun had gone down, but traces of his glorious 
mey were still visible in the west On one side of 
was the coast of << La belle France," stretching in 
ler direction till it melted into the distant horizon; on 
other the vast expanse of waters was enlivened by 
umerablc vessels, some hanging like specks on the 
;e of the horiason, others at various disiances— HlisUnot 

8» 
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Ifnd shadowy; gome apparently stationary, nn<i nih.^r<. 
fin ihi'ir iniiKy iTiovcmenls, reminding you uf \\ 
Flight dances of fairies. The sky was pcrli 
1 Mtoept where a few light clouds, wrought in 
'■and wild and fantastic shapes, and gilded i<. 
nys of thd Retting sun, were slowly coursing alcji^g Li 
far-off heavens. A soft and balmy influence pcrrad- 
the atmosphere, and as the eye looked round u^xm Uf 
scene, and the soul drank in its beauties, impiety itwil 
could not avoid feeling that the Being who had pruvidot 
80 many innocent delights, and so admirably adapted our 
cajiBoities tu the eiijoyment of them, was ull-good asweD 
as all-powerful, antf should be loved not less than feared. 
The next morning, when I turned out and wciit on 
^'deck, a wreteliod looking steambont, with a dirty aid t>- 
"lecloth for colours, was alongside. Mr. Hire* and 
mily left us for Paris, amid iJic smoke and roar ofar- 
Ellery ; and we — with buoyant hearts and expandnl 
Vis — stood aivay for the blue Atlantic Wc hint a fine 
n the morning, and soon ran over lollicaouv 
coast of the Isle of Wight Seen from any point, f. 
lovely island seems to be the fairM production oT n 
turc. I have read of the Vale of Tempo and ibo Gar 
dens of the Hcsperidcs, but it may be said of llie I»k ' 
Wight, " Thou exeellest them nil." 

Cn the evening it fell calm, and continued bo for aei 
ral days. Could a landsman at this time have becBPJ. 
denly introduced on boani, he would have thought hi:i 
self in a floating tailor's shop. The forrrnMlc anil ft;^: 
boanl side of the gun deck were rompietcly coven 
with men, engaged in making duck frocicssod IrowM^ 
In summer this is no uncommon saghl. 'Che auli' 
prefer making their summer clothes to iMiying the aiuj- 
provided by the government. 'I'hcy buy Uie d " 
the purser, and say that by making it up thein 
they gel better clothes and at less expense. / 
summer uniform is a while hat, duck frvck i 
^fltripcd and i^tarrcd bosoms and collars, duck'tio' 
fue slrined >>elt. His winter uniform is a black fe 
D batf blue cloth jackel and UowMts^ with Uw j 
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k and belt as in summer. He is always obliged to 
sar at muster, dressed in uniform. 



[uster, when there is nothing extraordinary to pre- 
; it, takes place every Sunday morning. The object 
, is to inspect the crew, and see that they keep them- 
es in proper trim. Generally about four bells in the 
ning, the shrill pipe of the boatswain's whistle may 
heard, followed by the deep sonorous tones of his 
;e, " All hands, clean yourselves for muster, ahoy!" 
11 hands, clean yourselves for muster, ahoy!" is re- 
:ed in full chorus by all his mates in the ship. And 
T there is a general rush to the berth deck. Every 
t seizes his clothes' bag, unfolds his wardrobe, and 
himself out in his best attire. They are first mus- 
d in divisions, and inspected by their respective of- 
rs. Each division ranges itself in a line on. the deck, 
the commanding officer walks the whole length of the 
, first before and then behind them, the men all touch- 
their hats as he passes them. This done, the crew are 
3rted to the captain " ready for muster." The or- 
is then given by him to have them called to muster. 
Is is usually about six bells. We are now again edi- 
by the dulect cry of the boatswain, " All hands to 
ster, ahoy !" The officers are always called by amid- 
3man. When the crew arc all up, the boatswain re- 
ts it to the officer of the deck, the officer of the deck 
he first lieutenant, and the first lieutenant to the cap- 
I. The men range themselves abaft the wheel on the 
irter deck, and the officers on the starboard side of the 
k if in port, but on the weather side if at sea. Di- 
e service is performed, if at all, first. The muster 
I is then called by the purser's clerk, and each man 
wcrs to his name, and passes in review before all the 
cent. The first lieutenant, if he docs his duty, eyes 
m all closely, and if he observes any thing amiss 
[ier in their (Ircss or appearance, orders it to be cor- 
ted. The crew, with the exception of the servants 
I mess boys, are not allowed to go below after their 
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names are called, but must remain on the forecastle; 
and if a single syllable escapes them, it is not suflTered to 
go unpunished. When the call is finished, the captaioi 
with the first lieutenant, inspects every part of the ship; 
and then, at the command <^ pipe down/' the boatswain 
and his mates set up such a tremendous whistling, as 
reminds one of the blast of the seven rams' horns that 
levelled the walls of Jericho with the earth. 



I was often amused by the courts martial held by 
the first lieutenant. On these occasions the men fre* 
quently pleaded their causes, if not very eloquently, il 
least with a good deal of ingenuity and earnestn 
Their habit of '< yarning" enables them to lie witli a 
diness and an air of truth, which often impose on the 
keenest observer of human character. Mr. P. had one 
of these courts martial while we were becalmed off tiw 
Isle of Wight. It was about a book belonging to an 
officer, which had been found secreted in one of the topiu 
Nothing could be ascertained respecting it, and all the 
men belonging to that top were flogged. In this rela- 
tion 1 beg the reader to observe two things, characteris- 
tic of a man of war. The first is the clanishness of the 
men, and the other the fact that the innocent arc often 
punished with the guilty. Men belonging to the same 
top, the same boat, the same mess, &c., will almost uni- 
versally be flogged sooner than betray their companions; 
and as to the old maxim that it is better that six guilty 
persons should escape than that one who is innocoU 
should be punished, it is here quite the reverse: It i^lflt 
scores of the innocent be flogged, rather than that OM 
who is guilty should escape. This extreme strietnoi 
is necessary on board of a man of war. Discipline it 
there the *^one thing needful." 

I commenced my school soon after we discharged our 
passengers; but I shall defer an account of it to another 
part of this work. 
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liarly so to me. There are momeots in the e» pcriene c 
of every man, when years are concentrated in a sinde 
point; moments when the mellow recollections of ne 
past and the glowing anticipations of the future eome 
dancing like a light dream upon the soul. Such was tMi 
hour to me. Memory and imagination were eqoaUy 
busy; the one evoking buried joys from their gravoi the 
other reflecting, like the magic glass of Merlin, the Vh 
born glories of futurity. 

We entered the Straits about ten o'clock on the 
morning of the following day. and, with a fresh breeze 
and strong current in our favour, glided rapidly along 
between two gigantic ridges of mountains, whose sides | 
presented alternately rocky precipices and cultivated 
fields, sprinkled with here and there a white-washed 
farm-house, and whose lofty summits terminated in irre- 
gular and fantastic outlines. • As the vessel moved co- 
ward, at every successive point the scene was changed, 
and every change revealed to our admiration some new 
form cither of beauty or sublimity; till at Icncth, their 
summits crowned with clouds, the two immort^ Pillars. 
Calpc and Abyla, rose like twin giants from the deep. 
proudly towering above all the surrounding mountains. 

Tarifa Point, the southern extremity of Europe, on 
which there is a lighthouse and small town, is about 
midway between the Atlantic and Mediterranean. The 
women of Tarifa, like their neighbours of Cadiz, are 
celebrated even among the Andalusiansfor thcir^cin'o. 
This term in Spanish is as untranslatable into English, if 
cur word comfort is into the Spanish language. Grarr 
or ^ruvcfulncss does not approach its meaning. It «- 
presses a combination of almost all the fascinatmg quali- 
ties ever united in woman. It has, however, a peculiar 
meaning, which cannot even be explained, and one must 
have mingled with S])unish gracioacts to know and feel 
its full force. 

The current from the Atlantic to the MediterraoMO 

sets through the Straits of Gibraltar at the rate of from 

four to six knots an hour. It is much stronger when 

westerly winds have yrevaWeOi lot ^tv^ Nftiw^gikLoC tine. 
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ihin^ headioLE .z^,l Criur- •^- . .--- -■- -h- li 
nlcr currer.'s i:. iza I/^j--l:**.- i*?* siiii ::»*: ^'.nuifc u? 
tar, thouti:. no: in-.p'jffi-.ji*:- :: :dc nv- ;- *;: '.p^sl o*- 
rated bv iactsL EvApiiru'..'.:.. I thiLJu it5'jra»ft miC- 

explanation of tije j.:je:i:>:ricnan- jL«: luc alter 
, however, be examirji-d aiid tested. "EI Batier/' 
ic Spanifh proverb, •* nunca ocupa lugar/'* 

did not come to an anchor at Gibraltar, but faove-to 

* •* Knowleilge takes up no 
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for our Consul to come off. Meanwhile all the gl 
on board were put in requisition, and the superior know- 
ledge of the old cruisers, who had been ^ up the Stniti^ 
before frequently appealed to by the green-horns. ;&'CMb- 
raltar and Apes Hill, the Abyla of antiquity, anl|^^ 
lime-stone rocks. The latter is much the highc^ 
most commanding. Their naked and dreary so ^ 
did not offer a stronger contrast to the verdant and 
landscapes we had left, than the mild temperature of 
climate did to the cold and muggy atmosphere of ~ 
land. In England wc put on our flanneU, and did oit 
venture out without a cloak and umbrella ; at ~ 
Mr. Henry came off dressed in whites, and big 
drops were rolling down the faces of the poor felloni^ 
who were tugging at the oars. Mr. PI. did not botrd 
because we had not been admitted to pratique, 
conversation passed between him and Commodore Biddk 
Henry communicated the intelligence of peace betwea 
the Turks and Russians, and Biddle informed him IImI 
we had landed Rodney in South America! The officen 
crowded to the bulwarks, and the anxiety to catch eveiy 
syllable, made the ship as silent as the halls of a desertid 
castle. The conversation ended, we filled away again, 
and stood for Port Mahon with a << cracking breeze" on 
our quarter. We had all expected to stop, and fgA a 
chance at the shore ; but to accommodate himself to cir^ 
cumstances over which he has no control, is a lesson one 
soon learns on board of a man of war ; or, if he caniMC 
learn it, he had better avoid the Navy as he would the 
plague or the small-pox. We submitted very philoi^ 
phically to our fate, and consoled ourselves with the »• 
surance that we should have an opportunity at anotlHr 
time of visiting and examining the impregnable Fortrc0L 
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rejoiced when they came within sight of the pron 
land, than we were, when this earnest of port 
saluted our view. We did not arrive off the harbo 
time to enter it that evening. We only got near en 
to "see men as trees walking,*' and, having hove- 
the night, we turned in with the cheering cxpectati 
dining on " fresh grub" the following day. But 
we were doomed to experience another of the rever 
which sea-faring men are liable. In the momin 
found ourselves a little to the leeward of our port 
were beating up to windward. We had made th 
tack but one previous to entering, and I heard a 
shipman eloquently descanting on the << good cl 
with which he intended to regale his palate at di 
when a small black cloud which had hung rather fi 
ingly on the summit of Mount Toro, suddenly s; 
itself along the horizon, and soon appeared like i 
curtain of darkness stretched over all that |>art c 
heavens. The surface of the water, 88 you lookc 
upon it in diflcrent directions, presented a singul.ir 
ti*ast To windward it was an immense sheet of : 
rapidly and angrily approaching us; to luewiinl, i 
merely wrought into ripples by the li^ht breuzej* •. 
had fanned it during the morning. The gale striic 
ship at first in angry and irregular gusL<«, but it 
came as if sWiousand air-ports had Ixjcn opened i 
sky, tearing up the sea, and driving the vessel bofc 
as the chaied lion flies from the huntsman. All 1 
were called, the first lieutenant took the trumpet 
helm was put hard up in order to scud l>et'<jrc 
gale, and tlie deck and rigging exhibited the usual 
of regulated confusion on such occasions. The 
boom was carried away and the gib lost. Thi* 
were all clued up and furled, and the upper yards 
down and masts housed. When the ship was tliuf 
pared for the gale, she was hove-to under storm 
sails, and was soon drifted out of sight of land, 
impossible for one who has never been to sea to com 
the excitement of such a scene. It is a species of in 
cation. The commands o£ \.\v^ \xv\mvftV,\.Vi^tQL^idity 














iirri*.?.': ::. wzuzz B>r -'-t . :r ; 

poir.: : : r ".:^ : :. v^j^l lii*- mki mujie: i*ir- 
:n ^h•. l: : ".Jif..:i*. : ...t siiii »t 2* Tr'te^BBcmer- dit- 

15 all ov-:-: iv.v, hvr. 1: wa* i. r-!L»«: intepge'tr hnri* 
1^ niun:'.::':, :.:.- was feh l:> in >. 17 -f^-srv one ol 
d. Sii*.h Av.v* \:i\ riojerir*. .■: iiit ?i-ji. i:ia: Uj- nii^ 
e of gcllini^ The loniV crt-'V vc. luiird o; "ji: >:ir. I'-a.* 
,d to be by Uirowinc a n^]>o over \ht sit-n.. iasninc 
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. The moment Mr. I), stepped on the quartor dork, 
imodore liiddlo cauKhl him \)y \k\Q WvX^^x^^^^ 
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hearty shake, and declared that he had not ex 
to have that pleasure again. He told him tb 
been on deck when the boat was lowered awa^ 
not have allowed it to be done. 

Two life buoys are always kept at the i 
ahip. One of them had been let down as so< 
known that a man was overboard. He had ni 
to get hold of it 



The gale continued with unabated viole 
days, and on the fourth day after its commei 
beat up to the mouth of the harbour and le 
chor. It was about ten o'clock in the mo 
found the line of battle ship Delaware, the 1 
and the sloop Warren in Port Mahon. All 
were put in requisition to ti>w the Constel 
her anchorage. Two long lines of them v 
and made fast to the ship. Their crews v 
in their summer uniforms, and their long Hi 
ful beauty contrasted finely with the heavy r 
slowly moving at their stern. We did not 
to Commodore Crane, who commanded \Y 
on account of the illness of one of our oil 
Constellation was soon overflowing with i 
the brightening countenances and warm sh 
hand, showed that many an old shipmutc' 
been gladdened by oui coming. I was oftc 
of college scenes, quorum pars fuij wlici 
were returning from vacation visits; and I r 
lesson on the Benevolence that had formed i 
ings, and given us so many facilities for cu 
social affections. 

It was on Sunday that we arrived in Port 
the Mahoncse either were not allowed or di( 
to come on board that day; hut early the n< 
there were not less than from twenty to 
about the ship, and at breakfast time there \\ 
rush up the gangway. The ship was thror 
with tidloTBf hatters, shoemaker^) ^\^ ^^xw^ 
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bold that ahwB of the line can ride at anchor witfaia'i*jk 
few yards of it The opposite shore is less bold, beilf V 
composed of a number of hills, separated from each othif - 
by deep ravines, and covered with shrubbery and reg^ • 
tation of a stinted growth. There are two small ishmb ^ 
near the mouth of the liarboar. One of them js occupiei » 
with a quarantine establishment, and the other widi a : 
military hospital. The lazaretto stands on a peninsuhi 
The Navy Yard is on a small island opposite Mahoo. 
About half a mile from the mouth of the harbour, on tha 
southwest side of it, is a small town, called by the Ea- 
elisli Georgetown, but by the Spaniards Villa Carina 
Mahon stands on the same side of the harbour near its 
head. The number of windmills shooting up in bolk 
these places produce a singular eflect, and remind oMi^ 
the memorable gigantic adventure with which ~ 
Quixottc commenced his chivalrous career. 

The harbour of Mahon is proverbial for its excelleMlf 
Its depth, capaciousness and security must render it 
equal, if not superior, to any other in the world. It is 
large enough for the whole British Navy to ride at an- 
chor in, and is secure from all winds. It usually presents 
a picturesque and animated scene. The shore boats theft 
are more beautiful than in any other part of the Meditn^ 
rancan. They are generally of graceful proportions, of 
a bright green colour, and rigged with sails of snowy 
whiteness. The harbour is alive with them all hours of 
the day. 



The morning after our arrival, I asked permission of 
the first lieutenant to go ashore, and was told tliat I could 
not go till I had the << navy button" put on my coaL 
That job was soon despatched by a knight of the goose, 
and 1 set off in com])any with two or three midshipmen 
on a cruise ashore. As our ship was anchored in tht 
lower part of the harbour, we landed at GeorgctowB^ 
where a dead set was made upon us the moment ^m 
stepped ashore by not less than a dozen beggus, and 
Mnother by about an equal nuiift»ec ot Vm^S ^^th homa 
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We remained in Port Mahon about two weeks, and I 
was ashore almost every day. To a travelled man Mahon 
is not a place of great interest, but to me, on my firrt 
visit, it furnished the same kind of food on which I had 
been feeding for the five preceding months — ^novelty. 
The dresses, manners, religion, and general appeannee 
of the people of the place, difiered widely from any 
thing that had before fallen under my observation. At 
that time I laboured under the disadvantage of not undei^ 
standing the language, and shall therefore defer to another 
chapter nearly all I have to say of the manners of the 
Mahonese. 

A glance at a map of Europe will show the reader 
the position of the city of Mahon. It is near tlie head 
of the harbour and on the southwest side of it Only 
small part of it is visible from the water, on account 
the boldness of the rock which forms the shore, 
rock is soft and porous, and large fragments of it 
times lose their tenacity, and come tumbling down 
low. This happened once when we were in Alahon, and 
the mass that was disengaged, in its downward progress, 
crushed to atoms several warcliouscs and every thing io 
them. There arc a number of ascents to the town, some 
in right, and others in zig-zag lines. It has a tolerably 

f;ood quay, extending more than half a mile in length. 
t has one or two ships which trade to the West Indien 
The rest of its little commerce is carried on almost 



1^ tirely in feluccas and other small craft with the island cA 
Majorca and the neighl)ouring coast of Spain. jf 

Ciutadela, situated on the opposite side of the islandy 
and about ten leagues distant, was formerly the capital, ^ 
and there the nobility and principal gentry still reside^ 
Mahon is at present the capital and by far the largest 
town, distinctions which it owes to the excellence of its 
harbour. It contains from twelve to lifieen thousand 
inhabitants, about one half of the entire population of the 
island. 

The streets of Mahon arc narrow, irregular and paved 

with small round stones, which renders walking on 

them an ungraceful and d\sagccftab\& Vniainci^ Thef 
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KiDy with the schoolmaster of the Beflton, I rode firoa 
lahon to Fort St Philip's. At Georgetown not M 
than a dozen boys commenced following us; and what 
we stopped, part of them seized the reins of the bncUa^ 
some caught hold of the stirrups, and others, pointinc 
towards the Fort, offered to act as guides. We toll 
them we had been there before, and were not oping Is 



alight " EmperOf^^ they exclaimed in their W 
dialect, << ne ha molt de veura^"* and seemed resolved 
to convince us that we had not seen it We attemptal^ 
to turn back; they resisted; and we were absohil 
obliged to use our whips to drive them off. We tl 
undertook to get rid of dicm by running our horses, 
did not succeed. They caught hold of their tails, wl 
were so long that we could not reach the ends of 
with our whips, and thus they held on till we wi 
hausted by riding. When we got to Georgetown, 
set up a universal cry for money, demanding it in 
ment of their services. We would have l)een willing 
pay them liberally for letting us alone. 



The public buildings in jVIahon arc a theatre, coort* 
house, cathedral, two convents, a nunnery and seterd 
smaller churches and cha])cls. The theatre is new, lod 
tliough not splendid, it is neat and convenient 
natives compare it with their former hovel, and 8[ 
of it with complacent exultation. It is open about 
months in the year. Thft only dramatic entertain 
it affords, is the Italian opera. The musr]uerade balls 
held there during the Carnival. 

The cathedral is the largest church in the place. It 
is undoubtedly vastly inferior to those superb galleries 
of sculpture and painting which, undi.T the name of 
churches, adorn the cities of Italy; but it was not 00 
that account the less interesting to me as atlurding the 
first specimen I had ever beheld of Cathulie temples 
and worship in a Catholic land. As there is a geneni 

* ** Nay 9 but \herQ Vi nmdi \o^ hmcl!^ 
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dnl at Haarlem, in Holland, contains upwards of tm 
thousand pipes. I have heard many of the finest orgus 
in Italy ; but none equal to that in Mahon. 

** Through many a row of pipes the sound-board breatbes," 

and the tones which its breath produces have an aston- 
ishing compass, sweetness and variety ; npw rising and 
swelling and pouring forth m Niagara of music, ^d ooir 
dying away to the soft and mellow cadences, which fancy 
has given to the music of the spheres. Beside ths 
power of imitating almost all kinds of musical instni- 
ments, it lias a set of pipes that counterfeit the music of 
the human voice with an exactness that needs only arti- 
culation to render the deception complete. 

The convents arc the Franciscan and the CarmelitSi 
The former is the largest and contains nearly a hunlref 
monks. They are called secular clergy, and difTer fron 
the regular clergy in their vows, dress and manner of 
living. Their outer garment is a cloak of coarse cloft 
with a cowl of the same material, which they sometimei 
throw bark when they walk out, but more commonly, 
sejHilch re-like, it buries their heads so complelely llil 
their big lilack eyes and a small part of tlieir fat faces 
are all that is to be seen. The priests, on the contrary, 
dash about in flowing ro!)es of broadcloth, with loog 
silken cords and enormous tassels dangling about their 
legs. They wear long rolling hats with small crownSi 
which Mr. Jones not inaptly compares to a piece of 
stove pipe stuck horizon Uilly on the head. IVIany of 
them have all those studied airs of strutting littleness 
which grace your genuine dandy. The priests live in 
their own houses, and are masters of their own income; 
but the friars are congregated together, and •• have all 
things common." The building they inhabit, as well as 
the association itself, is called indillVririitly a convent or 
monastery. It is built round an open court, denominated 
the cloister, and has in all the stories open galleries oi 
corridors running round the whole enclosure. Each 
monk has a cell to himself, but ihey have eating roomi 
Jn common, where a cerlaiu uumber take their meals to 
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inenading,and lounging about in the more public partsof 
the town ; while the women throng the doors and win- 
dows of their houses, staring on all the passers by, and 
bowing and smiling graciously on those they happen to 
know, — some probably because they have nothine else 
to do, — some in the hope of seeing a favourite Torer, 
and having their bosoms ^hrillcd with a renewal o( 
his vows, — and others again merely to indulge tbit 
love of petty criticism and scandal, always characteris- 
tic of the idle and the ignorant The gentlemeoi 
when they pass their fair acquaintances, never fail to 
address them with an << •^dioSy hermosa ; bendita sea 
la madre que tepario, y la tierra que tu phasj** or 
some other equally flattering and exaggerated compli- 
ment. The fair recipient is of course too modest to ft- 
turn the compliment in language, but her rich black 
eyes, so full of sentiment and soul, say all that could be 
desired by the most greedy devourer of woman's favouA 
The business of courting in Mahon is performed al- 
most entirely on Sunday and in the streets. The state 
of society is such as to forbid a))solute privacy, and 
within doors the presence of the family would be feh 
by the parties to be too great a restraint : so, to avoid 
unfair suspicions, and at the same time enjoy the de- 
sired freedom of conversation, the ladv takes her station 
in the door or window, while her suitor remains in the 
street ; and thus publicly do the enraptured enamoradn 
"breathe out the tender tale.'* But this " drop of het 
venly comfort," thus communicated, is not less keenly 
enjoyed by the passionate beauties of Spain, than if 
poured into their cars on the bank of some cool mean- 
dering rivulet, " beneath the milk-while thorn that 
scents the evening gale." Love, such as it exists in the 
land of mantiUafi r.nd black-eyed j^niciosas, is almost 
unknown in the United States. It m.iy be less end uriD|; 
there, but it is certiiinly a thousand Ximvs more violent 
than among us. It is not a Zephyr, but a Euroclydoo 

• "Adioii, fair one; blessed be the mother tliat bore you, ftndtk 
earth on which you trcsul.** 
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habitants who reside in the country, are said even yet to 
inherit a portion of the dexterity of their forefathers. To 
accustom their sons betimes to the use of this weapon, 
mothers were in the habit of suspending their breakfasts 
from the branches of lofty trees, and not allowing them 
a morsel of food till they had brought their meals to the 
earth with a sling. Trained in this way from infancy 
to manhood, they became the most tremendous of war- 
riors — a race of Davids, hurling at the devoted foe iheir 
<< smooth stones" or smoother bullets, with prodigious 
force and unerring aim. In all the wars of the Romans 
and Carthagcnians, their ser\''ices were much 90U%h\ 
after and highly valued by both parties. Each warrior 
was always provided with three slings when he went in- 
to the field of battle ; one of which was suspended from 
his neck, and another from his waist, while he carried 
in his hand that which was designed for immediate use. 

In comparatively modern times, the inhabitants of 
Minorca have been equally celebratetl for their dexterity 
as swimmers. It is not many years since that a coun- 
trywoman, when an English man of war had been be- 
calmed for several days off* the coast, plunged into the 
water and swam olf, carrying a basket of fruit wiih her. 
She wanted a few cvartoSj* and knew no easier mode 
than this of getting them. Hut their (.-xpertness even a? 
swimmers is on the wane : as i[i what manlv exen.'ije* 
and generous (jualitics have not the Spiuijards degenera- 
ted within the last half ccnturv ? 

Notwithstanding the remote foundation of M;<bon. i*ul 
a veslige remains to attest its former pride, strenijih. or 
splendour. The only important antiquities of ilie islan-l 
are, 1 believe, the Talyots found in various parts ol' il. 
These are circular piles of loose, unwruui^lil stones, anil 
undoubtedly owe their origin to the same srntinuiits tha: 
reared the J*vi*aniicls of Egypt, and eoh'^lnirn-d ihi* Tih 
muli scattered ovrr Thrace, Asia Minor, and Viiriou* 
other countries of the East. Near a large Talyot m the 
immediate vicinity of Mahon there are two enormous 
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promenade, and once a year the whole population of 
Mahon and the neighbouring villages visit it en masse- 
This is on the twenty-fourth of June^ at the celebration 
of the festival of St. John^ whose church stands near the 
head of the valley. This church is never opened except 
on the day of the festival, and mass having been celebrated, 
the remainder of the day is devoted to horse-racing. The 
victors are rewarded by a silver spoon, paid for by the 
government 

The fortifications situated on your left as you enter the 
harbour, and known by the name of Fort St. Philips, 
once rivalled in extent, beauty and strength those of the 
knights of St. John at Malta. A menacing array of ar- 
tillery frowned in terrific grandeur for a considerable 
distance along the coast, while the excavated galleries 
were sufliciently capacious to receive military stores for 
the supply of a numerous garrison for many yearsL Baby- 
lon, however, can scarcely be in a state of more complete 
desolation than Fort St. Philips is at present It was de- 
stroyed a few years ago by order of the Spanish govern- 
ment, which, had it never committed an act more im- 
politic and wickcil than this, would have saved ilM:li a 
good deal of reproach, and gained no small amount of 
credit A few soldiers commanded by an inferior offi- 
cer, the miserable shadow of a garrison, are the only 
force stationed to defend a fortress, within whose pre- 
cincts were once gathered serried thousands, and a silence, 
deep as that of the sepulchre^ has succeeded to the i^onjES 
and shouts and revelry of those jolly sons of Murs. 

The first time I visited Fort St Philips I met with an 
adventure which had like to have jiroved not very agree- 
able, though I never anticipated more than a few hour's 
exposure to the torrent of heat which a mid-day's sun 
was pouring down upon the earth. At the highest bai- 
ter}' 1 made a few memoranda with a j)encil lu as>i>l my 
memory. This was reported by the sentinel stationed 
there to the commanding ollicer, who immediately set 
off in pursuit of us, and soon overtook and Ijeckoned us 
to follow him. The old man whom I had ])rocured for 
A guide, guessing the cause, AYiooVYu^Vv^^aii^^wdcast upon 
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me a most doleful and significant }i;Iance. When we ar- 
rived at the quarters^ the officer placed us under sentnr^s 
charge, and told us that we must remain there till he 
could write to the governor, and receive his decision. 
I was not less amused than vexed at this strange conduct 
Not so, however, my venerable cicerone. He shook 
his head, wrung his hands, and broke out in frequent ex- 
pressions of anguish. Whilst his haughtiness was pre- 
paring his note, I several times paced the limits to which 
we were confined, and having fi;ot my cue, I sent the old 
man to call him. I then told him that, as for any thing 
I had written, he was welcome to do what he might 
choose with it ; that I had harmed neither him nor his 
government ; and that he had better look well to his con- 
duct, as a complaint of it to the commodore might em- 
barrass him. He appeared staggered and asked to see 
what I had written. Having efiaccd the offensive notices, 
he dismissed us with permission to see as mucli as we 
pleased, but with a strict injunction to write no more ; 
just as if every thing was to vanish from my memory the 
moment it did from my sight I inquired of my guide 
the rank of the officer who had treated us with so much 
civility. He replied that he did not know, but guessed 
he was a midshipman. The reader may consider this a 
trifling circumstance, but on shipboard it was considered 
the l)cst part of the joke. 

The fortress was built on both sides of a narrow inlet, 
extending about a quarter of a mile inland. This is St. 
Stephen's Cove. It is romantically situated, and ns you 
lEaze upon its clear cerulean waves, and listen to the 
deep delicious music they make, as they are l)orne in 
everlasting alternation upon the pebbly beach and bark to 
the "world of waters," you almost envy the lot of the 
hermit who plants his solitary cell amid scenes like this, 
and whose sole employment is to tremble with awe and 
burn with love in the contemplation of the sublimities 
and beauties of nature. 



Ships arc sent from all parts of Spam lo \keT(otuv i)^ 
rtiiie ttii^MBhon, Wi^jametimea ^anv (tovcv >^v^ 
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to forty of them at once ; most of them from Cadiz. The 
Lazaretto is large, clean and airy, and provided with 
every thing necessary to the comfort of valetudinariani 
Some of the lodging rooms, designed for the accommoda- 
tion of high naval officers, are spacious and well furnish- 
ed. Persons occupying apartments in the Lazaretto are 
allowed the whole promontory back of Cape Alola for 
taking exercise and the fresh air. 

The establishment on Quarantine Island is designed to 
facilitate communication between the shore and ships in 
quarantine, and between vessels performing quarantines 
of unequal duration. Fresh grub may always be procur- 
ed by persons in quarantine with the same facility and 
at nearly as low prices, as if they had full communica- 
tion with the shore. 

Hospital Island is considerably larger than Quarantine 
Island. The buildings belonging to the military hospi- 
tal arc extensive, and the apartments for the sick nume- 
rous, clean and well aired. It has a copious well of ex- 
cellent water. A chaplain and surgeon arc stationed 
there. The gentleman who filled the latter oflice when 
we first went to Mahon,^ is one of the brightest spirits 
in S))ain, and in her better days occupied the high post 
of surgeon general of her armies. He shared the recom- 
pense which talents and learning, employed in the pro- 
mulgation and su])])ort of lil)eral principles, may always 
expect at the hand of despotic power. But althouich hi? 
sovereign stripped iiim of his dignities and drove him 
into a species of exile, thanks to the Being who has 
placed tlie noblest part of the reward of virtue beyond 
the control of external influences, he could not rob him 
of the glorious, the soul-sustaining consciousness of hav- 
ing laboured for nearly half a century with a zeal that 
none havi; surpassed, and a learning that few have equal- 
ed, in tlie common cause of Spain and humanity. 



* A short time before the ConsU'lUtiun left Malion, he «ure' 
moved to a JiosjiituI uu the VciunauVau 
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rern their ha;;^:-'.--- — ':,k :.ViriiV..«i.-; .: '.-.'-:..• v,rr.- 
ders and siiip*. v.j: i.r-w:. c: v.':./ '• z^:*: v.ft 
ms of shon:. in*: >.::.>:-•* v.'rv :>..«: v. . v.':-^-^:, ir.r; 
perils they hive ';v:.i;>;^: ':. l:.^::r '.^.r:^'. *<-.:*.-.:. Z.i. 
their pccul i ur habit* f.i V. :'': a r.'i >. s^^'j^. . i • . ^ -. . .v. c^ .— . v* 
fla vo! I r of ro II i a r; f: . w 1 -. r i v. h ■ c r, » ;.«; rr, :, v*: ; -^ • . ', ■. of 
p dull jiloddinjt laL^isniari is never s^:a*^irie^:. 'I r.'-ir 
•lastini; tk'W of metaphors, many of w:i>:r. ^ir*: :,ol'l 
happy* not uiifrcquo[:lly renders their r^r.v'.-r-a^on 
dy pot'lic. True, its poetry is rou^ and Mr.hjrmo- 
is, but it is ncvenhelcbs nervous and expres>ive. 
sailor i5 an^d sort of be'm^. Hu Vv^* to»m2^ ^^coX 
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is forbiclding, nay, revolting in his character, and yet he 
is by no means destitute of generous and noble traits. 
These, whenever they ai'e exemplified, I shall always 
take pleasure in recording. I am not one of those who 
delight to vilify the human species. I love to discover 
proofs in the very outcasts of society, that all has not been 
lost in tlie fall — that, even amid the wreck of our moral 
nature, some heaven-born qualities remain. An instance 
of the generosity of sailors occurred soon after our arrival 
at Mahon. On our pass:ige out, the ship's cook had had 
his leg broken. He was sent home in the Delaware, and 
the crew of the Constellation made up for him a purse of 
about one hundred dollars. 



Commodore Biddlc took command of the squadron 
shortly after our arrival in Port Mahon. lie hoisted the 
broad pendant, (vulgarly called the " swallow's tail,'"; on 
board of the Java. While Commodore Crane remained, 
he used the red instead of the l)hie nendant to s»how liiat. 
althou»j;h the actual commander of the sr|uadron. ihtrv 
was still a superior ollicer on the station. Salutes were ex- 
changed between the Java and the other ships on his 
assumjition of the command. 

We found ourselves under a different ra^imr the mo- 
ment we dropped anchor in Port Mahon. While he 
remains by himself, the commander of any of our public 
vessels is suj)reme; but in squadron the movements of 
all the other shii)sare regulated by those of the Cunimo- 
dore. The yards nie sent up and down, the sails loosed 
and furled, the colours hoisted a[)(l hauh d down, and the 
stern and (|uarter boats hoisted up, on bouixl of ail the 
ships at the same time. This community of evolutions 
furnishes a great many iK.'nutiful and animating sccneSb 
Let the reader figure to himself a fleet of fil'ty or >ixiy 
sail, all ridinji; at anchor within a few vards of earh uihcr. 
A signal to ** loose sails'' is run up on the C'Dinmodore's 
mizen, and ansx^ered in the .Ninie way from all the 
other \vsi^h> The crews are imnu-diately sent up from 
l)elo\v ami ordered to ^*su.\u\\^y VviVA^\\\^oti\V\tt vaid*.'' 



% 
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The officers of the decks now keep their eyes on the 
Commodore, and the moment they perceive that the 
order to ^ lay aloft'' has been given there, each repeats 
it on board of his own ship, the men spring upon the 
rimng, and all the shrouds in the squadron arc instantly 
alive with them. They spread themselves out upon the 
foot-ropes, and with all possible despatch untie the cords 
by which the sails are fastened to the yards. The officer 
of the deck then. puts the question, "Arc you ready in 
the main?" " Aye, aye, sir," is the reply. The same 
question is put to, and the same answers received from, 
the captains of the fore and mizen tops. When all are 
"ready," and the command "let fall" is given at head 
quarters, it is instantly repeated on board of all the other 
ships, and the sails in every direction, displaying their 
broad surfaces in ten thousand folds as they fall about the 
masts, present a scene which the most indifl'erent could 
not behold without a feeling of admiration and delight 
It is like a flock of eagles spreading their giant wings 
for a flight over the "great glen of Scotland." 

Take another of these general manncuvres. Sending 
down top-gallant yards is an evolution performed gene- 
rally a little i>eforc sunset A signal is run u]) on board 
of the Comnioilorc and answered as in the otiicr case. 
The necessary preparations are made, and at the first 
movement in the flag-ship indicating that the. order to 
*^sway down" has been given, all tlie top-gallant yards 
in Uie s^|uadron instantly lose their horizontal position, 
move slowly down the rigging, and are lashed to the 
lower shrouds. In jll this not a man is sc.vau The whole 
seems to be the cifect of enchantment. The hoisting and 
hauling down of the colours is an oixinition (*r|ual!y ma- 
gical and beautiful. In summer the colours are hoisted 
at eight o'clock — in winter at nine. They are always 
hauled down at sunset 



There is always a rivalry between tlii; diffenjnt ships 
in our squndrons us to wliif-li .shall h*: kept in the Ijest 
order, and the neatest and cliJ'.ieMt is iiyilWd v\\vi "«.r«.W 
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ship. *' When we arrived in Mahon, the Delaware ( 

joyed the much coveted distinction. She is a noble sh 

She is pierced, I believe, for one hundred and ten gui 

but did not then mount her full complement. The gi 

on her two gun decks are thirty-twos; her carronai 

are forty-twos. Her exterior did not belie the purpt 

for which she was made; but her interior looked as if i 

^■: had been designed for show rather than fighting. T 

^ Delaware saw but little active service whilst in the ) 

*« diterranean, having, with the exception of three men 

that she cruized off Cape de Gatt, lain in Port Mali 

nearly the whole of the time that she was on the statii 

Her officers were not at all satisfied with their cruize. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Early on the morning of the thirty-first of October 
signal was run up the mizen of the Commodore to "u 
moor ship/' and immediately after breakfast another sigi 
was made to get " under weigh. " The Java and Warr 
were anchored above Hospital Island, and the Dclawi 
and Constellation below it. The beauty of a ship w 
all sail set, is irresistible, and when the Java passed 1 
Island and came full in sight, she occasioned a univer 
sentiment of admiration. Her rigging was immediate 
manned, and her men gave two cheers, and then t 
again glided silently and slowly along. When she 
rived opposite the Delaware, the rigging of the lat 
was also manned, and the compliment returned by th 
cheers. This was again answered by one from the Ja 
and tlien the men rapidly descended from the shroud j 
both ships. The same beautiful evolution was perforn 
on board of the Warren. Our position prevented it 
board of the Constellation. As we left the harbour, 
Delaware's band struck up " Hail Columbia!'* and 
tones, wafted upon the morning breeze and mellov 
by distance, touched the soul like a dream of home. 

I shall offer no apology for introducing the follow 
extract from a letter written the morning on wh 
we sailed. 



« Tripoli is our destination. The object of our g^ 
there, as far as I can learn, is to settle some difliei 
between the Bey and the American Consul Mr. O 
now on board of the Java, which has grown out rv 
aflair connected with the murder of A^Jq^ Lainff 
impenetrable mystery, you know, lon^ i,.,_^ ov^, 
-— »inatioD of that unfortundte ^^v^\\ '^V^^] 
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had married a daughter of the English Consul, Warrbf- 
ton, and this latter, impelled by the double motiTe «l 
avenging the death of a relation and recovering pipen 
knon-Q to contain valuable inrurmatlon, was inde^tigiU- 
in his endeavours to unravel the mystery, aod brinK tlir 
assassins to justice. At last he got a clew that was lilirl) 
to let him into the whole secret, and it was likely also lo 
include among the accomplices to that abuminablti dctiL, 
one DassunaD'Ghies, eldest son of the prime miniMr i>t 
Tripoli. This fellow, smelling what wss in the wiwl. 
fled to the house of Coxe and oegged the protection o( 
our flag. It was granted. The Bey admitted the inviol*- 
bility of the asylum, but sent a messenger to our Coosil 
earnestly requesting him not to favour the escape "l 
D'Ghies, as his deposition would he necessary to the 
invesligntiun then going forward. On the rveniDg uf 
that very day, the ninth uf August. D'Ghica diflcuiMd « 
an American officer, embarked on board uf the Faif^'i, 
Capt. Parker, who weighed anchor and sailed frum Tri- 
poli on the morning of the lenth. 

" The French Consul is also, il appears, implicated la 
the afiiir. D'Ghies had formerly peddled &ney articki 
' I various parts of France, and had ever)' whrrc bmo 
Horiousfar being surrounded willi women and crt-diUin 
e had contracted numerous dobt«, whidi lie was uoaUc 
t discharge on leaving the kingdom. A younger bro- 
"ter of U'Ghics, Mohamcd by name, whu h«l bcrn 
qjrehendcd after his escape, Icrritied at the |iroipeel'<f 
uitshment, if he should refuse (o disclose what >^ 
Inew of the matter, testified under oath that Out papat 
of Laing had been in the possession of his brotlicr, bo: 
that he had delivered them to the French Consul id con- 
sideration of his [the Consnl'sJ getting forty per ccA 
reniitlcd on his debts in France. 

"What could have been the miitivo of this • 

conduct on the part of the American Consul, I am uUi 
St a loss lo guess ; but the conduct of tlio French Coi 
if Uiis statement of it he correct, is still more iiiospliia 
^'^uld he have been influenced by the canlempl 
'9ity of publishing in Via ovia &%m<: \1da n ' 






I siiieer«:h- nam Ha: cs L^aae TBum- x •j^hzjo: tl 
Ihif stnzies a&ir mar rrrrF- - -p- imnDr jDzuanuiiL 
" Bat waiuL aL tnsc uzrzzssr sn: -sne^nLirr- n& 

is thai i^Efnr * Jimr " ^ lE^r^Tr T?* ^i ^ R > L , ?^'T "t- 11 x 

due tizDe jtuibiilt- ut srp^n v. n* itTTi^ Tii?T^ • jt. 
subject ii ncHTC ii ▼Ti^.r: igrtr..* -irrziftcr jia. ir-:: ^nr?-. 
stn>ng)T excmsL iir 9>>77?st. v-^ar: -ais 
natioD oi ixiuk tsis: -emuiRK zir m»^ 



tii.k^ 



interior erf Airia . siul tit Ti-rmyy c -ri_:ai::—. . 
SMfifieed is ttit urue^izum a. nis i wii zxn^. ^rrs^sfli 
it with as air of ninian'-*,. ziit irrr*! r ii i=r??=iff xitLis: 
does DCA peritBut inn^^rrr- vrfflKXL z. ",^» - c vqh^ 
trated farriier uua sa^ irrs^aKs vrsrv=zlirr. '^jiziss, ii* 
famous CJtT i£ TminuTLuu. aLx Tas-iati zikt^ t^r^^^a.. 
weeks. Tiit ndirniauin. -viiici iii: iiiLK:nr-: -^msrfrrrat 
and learninc nius: la"--* rajlis-rtfrt. ■c-.i voll't: i i:.-t- 
less detali&a It i-n ourxia^ hilst ut i-iir-- -r'^zi^s^ ^u. 
cannot £kil 1& tvu.*ii i lis^ siul _i*yw*=:Lu, ii:i»r«r5 ii Ust 
public 



Since my r?r.-jn i:^ in* I'lmet Suns*. I iir^ Rsr ax 
article in the Mirt- L:i:n.:*er ic lut L»'jiiu'jl '-^jsr^sTr- . dl 
M. Caillie's Jo'-irMrr to C^c.'irtw .^-i-jt- -i vlj'ji kt 
pages are devoied ic- l:i txi_=..i£iiyr. -J. -z^ -cs^i^. 
the important lac*^ <rv^:/-fclr*fcc 1:: irjt Lui-rt jf:i*L' Lrt car- 
roborated by this wri'^r. fciid stTCTLi y-Jitr* aiied, ca 
which I was before iffr.orat::L h doe* -'O- .ii j«ji. ap- 
pear that D'Ghies had been a uacy pedjtr ii Frkiree- bji 
that he was accessary to the murder of >Ijij. Lai^s;. azKi, 
by a well conceived system of bribery. Miccc«ded in 
getting possession of his papers, is proved to a moral cei^ 
tainty. That the French Consul, the Baron de Rousseau, 
purchased tlie papers of him by getting a per centage re- 
mitt^ on his debts in France, for the purpose of giving 
them to the world as the result of his own researches, 
though not absolutely proved, is yet made probable by 
lueh ft chain of circumsljj^iccs tA teura^^ \A\taN^xwic^ 
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for a doubt that this was actually the case. Had he suc- 
ceeded in his literary fraud, by such nefarious means, 
how poor and empty would have been the compensation 
he would have received for his loss of self-respect, in the 
admiration which his stolen plumes might have attracted. 
The American Consul, as it appears from a letter to 
Warrinp^ton, written by him a few daj-s after we sailed 
from Tripoli, was only gulled. A sentiment, creditable 
to his heart, predisposed him to imposition: — I mean 
gratitude for the services rendered by the D'Ghie* 
family to his fellow citizens, who were prisoners in Tri- 
poli, during our war with that Regency. 

There seems now to be great reason to fear that I-.ain2'< 
papers, consisting of his journal and the result of his 
researches into the history of Timbuctoo, have been 
destroyed. 



We had a fine breeze for crossing the Mediterranean, 
and the morning of tlic second of November disrovcred 
tu lis the most interesting portion of tiie Uarbary cojst 
We were on the same waters and near the sp(»t where 
^-^pius A'^neas," of scliool-l)oy memory, wus wrecked 
after his departure from the friendly shores of Sicily. I 
remembered with what glowing admiration I fir>i jvdd 
Virgil's (icscri|)tioii of that event, and with what new 
feelings of delight, after I became better able to ajijirc- 
ciatc its beauties, 1 hung iivruni itcrhinfjne cjver il> >'ib- 
limc and fervid elotjuence. It was then, as may ea>iiy 
be conceived, with no ordinary emotions that I luhuld 
myself even in the vicinity of such classic scenes. And 
yet what was there peculiar in the scenery by which 1 
was surrounded? Nothing. It was genius, and ■^tnius 
alone that had hallowed it. Is there not soniethi:.*.: in 
the interest which the powers of a master s])irit are li.us 
al)le to impart to whatever they touch — an interest ladl- 
ing as the great fe;itures of nature — is there not some- 
thing in this that])roves the nobility and immortality of 



miin} 



Wii had a distant vWw o^ \iiii "^vovcxowVoty on which 
^stoud the city of Dido, So\T\votA*\i^^wA\\a.\v^\Vi^^^ «l\ 



rdidi 

5y a spot cxiesesmssii r[ 

ins recollecrirr^. Z'-Ili. ■«'*^ =^- ^rnonissa. 

I, Scipio. >£jr^ 




eSy recaued bj ±it g^ — := s ra- raes:. 5i2!S j"2ii& 

fancvy imases zf 

ness, comce. imzy ktit 

nasterv orer ^be 



ie order ct ^' ig ^ xt^azttsl ^xk 
ComnKidore >flt:* zztt. "'"zz. 
accordinc to tie nz-c a: -zi*ir ^ffr^ariTgr^ "nii 
ption of the sesjcii ^ ^-jr.rrsr.tL. ^rza -^s 
he rear. Tbe emcd£i7 u: 
.1 character ic» rxr>cHiiiii» "^ 




bed than soLiLrr i 

haustible 5«xz"K: ic ^ 

c. The zLcd:i^ -.•: l1 %l± ^r-i^ae&xK-scEiL £c. «& ^ 

irt, are res^.l^'-ri 17 1:1 jk ic zza CaBDapfHn» uiii 

icautv of the tTi.^zjii:* ^ ittLXiosasd ^Ikut mn^ 

« ^ ^^ ^ 

ity. There i* !•:.': I'lit ZKTb'jz, v^u &dft siuiuc -u 
dron disagreeA::il-T« lii le ^ '.^it 'j£i!:*f *jf iut OBsk 
ght. If the le:.: -* -t-'x- *.:** -w-aiiutr kVuiilT-- w 
vind ahead, there 1* l-^ct* ciiz^sr !•: -:itr*.i^ umt- 

;" and even the Lzr.i -xr^'Szi -jjr:^ LiA'j^AtkJ-'jw idm 
in of the Commodore. i« ifOi sii^^'^j^c: 10 relJew: Iul 

anxiety. ^ 

Iter passing Cape Carthaz^ we hiS bnid vli«df til 
ivay to TripolL The progreu made br btdciixig is 
, as the ship can lie only Hiihirj b'lx poi&ts of tiie 
I, and the angle her two courses make is coose- 
itly one hundred and thirty -five degree& Contniy 
her is of advantage to the midshipmen, as it gives 
I experience in their profession. The operation of 
ing is frequently performed, and when the sea is 
idkf the breeze fresh, and all sail set, it furnishes one 
MB magical scenes, so commou va\hft\EkaaDiQ^NW3^\ 

11* 



126 TWO YEARS AND A HALF 

of a man of war. The order, "ready about! take your 
stations for stays!" produces an instant commotion 
throughout the ship, and your ears are tout de tuite 
saluted with the hoarse voices of the boatswain's males 
on the gun deck, '«0n deck then, every man of y«i, 
fore and aft! hurry up, hurry up to your stations!" an«{ 
if any of them are thought to be too sluggish in their 
movements, a cut or two with the colt, with a "\Vhv 
don't vou move faster there? have you no life in vou?"' 
soon quickens their pace. As soon as the men area: 
their stations, the steersman is ordered to "put the heir:. 
down," and the ship then comes rapidly up to the win«i. 
the sails lose their steadiness, and every thing R-eir.* 
verging towards anarchy. But the vessel, heedle** f. 
the flapping and rustling of her canvass, continues r 
move majestically round, and Avhen her head comes u;^ 
directlv into the "eve of the wind," and she becins u 
fill aback, the orders " Haul taught! mainsail haul I'' are 
thundered from the trumpet, and the two after sets i/i 
sails, from the main course upwards, move raj)idly p.v.ir.: 
together. As soon as their yards are braced up. at the 
command *'Let go and haul!" thesame evolutiunisiJtr. 
formed with the head sails. The canvass now .-iwellsou'. 
again to the breeze, the rojx?s are coiled up, the dc-k 
swept down, and the ship is soon dashing through L>. 
water as steadily and swiftly as if nothing had happened. 
The whole is fre(iuently the Avork of only four or five 
minutes. 

On our passage to Tripoli, every evening a little 
before sunset a signal was run up on board of the (nm- 
modore to " reef topsails," Reefing topsails i? a crar.i 
or a beautiful evolution according as the weather, whr:. 
it is pt-rformed, is tempestuous or serene. It is an lyr.:- 
sion on which all hands are called, and the fir*t lie-- 
tenant of course takes the trumpet. I will not iiiil::". 
upon the leader a particular description. There are tw . 
reels in the courses, four in the lojisails, and one in tkt- 
top-gallant sails. The tojj-gallant sails are rarely reeled 
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** The glorious sunrise of an Eastern sky!" 

>n the morning of the seventh of November, when I 
led out of my cot and went on deck, the 0Uira, thin- 

and obscured by the approadi of day, tftill Uirt'W a 
t and mellow lustre over tiie waters. At Ui-Hi J 
jght the sky without a cloud to darken its mmuv and 
s expanse. In the east, where Morning }iad uin^ady 
g out her purple banners, apj>eared M-iiat i touk to 
i long range of sombre hills, wrought, willj 'o wiid- 
s and freedom peculiar to nature, into aowih, py ni- 
ls, resemblances of animals and a Utousand iiatii<il<;M 
pes. I thought of course tliat we }iad inad'j the <;oast 
Tripoli. Lost in admiration, I stood for sorii«; ittni: 
templating the endless diversity and iur;otiipar«ibk 
entricity of the forms into which nature iiad mouid*;<i 
; jKirt of her works, when one of tlie hi Jib M;efiJ«;'i »ud» 
ly to be lighted up with a ^heet of flame, b^^ iik<; to 
[ fire, that the deception was at first cuifipi*.**/;: fiuf a 
ment's observation convinced nn: of my ifiitfUJk<r. 
lat I had taken for hills I now j^Tceived Vj \m: ouly '^ 
cession of clouds, and the flame hut a reflf^ction oi iUk 
ms of the great Dispenser of light and l^eauty to th*; 
rid. !My eyes were ri vetted Uj tlie east Suuimil 
T summit of these cloudy ^miufiUfJiH was kindled trii/j 
laze: and at last the glorious Sun hlmmilf hurst, likni a 
be of fire, from heljind them, pf^urirjg a flo^jd of iJlu- 
lation over all that part of tlie heavens, arid giving it 

appearance of a vast burning furnace. It was the 
limest spectacle I ever beheld, and as I gazed enrap- 
*d on the gorgeous scene^ surely thought I, if any 
latr}' were ever excusable, it was Hit idolatry of tfie 
ient Persians. They did not degrade Divinity bv 
:hing it in disgusting forms; and if the Deity himself 
\ not the object of their worship, they at least paid 
ir devotions to the purest emblems of his nature, and 

noblest productions of his power. 

** Lorety indeed is Morning. I have drunk 

Its fragrance and its freshness, and have fek 

Its dehcate touch{ and 'tis a kindlier thing 

Than muac^ or.afeait, or medicine." ■ ««j| 
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The followiDg morning we made the real cotft, itai 
to leeward of the city, and it took us till llw acxt iaj 
about noon to beat up to it. Commodore Diddle baaHtd 
the " swallow's tail" on board of the Warren, and na 
into the harbour, leaving the Consteltatioa aod Java ID 
li&-to ofif-and-on, till he should have accomplidwd iit 
businesa. 

We stood in near enough to obtiiin by means d oat 
glasses a tolerably distinct view of the town. Fnm \ht 
sea its appearance is rather handsome, but wc wen !» 
formed by those who went ashore there, that it wa* btf 
a " whited sepulchre." The roost conspicuous edifies il 
the Bashaw's Castle, a large stone pile, rising to a eOB^ 
derable height above the walls. Few places mliea i» 
collections of deeper interest to ao Amcrioan boaom that 
this Castle. The fate of Bainbridge and his gallant tawt- 
paniona, made prisoners by the acciilenlal fuundcrmg of 
the frigate Philadelphia, and confined for : 
years within its gloomy walls, rises to (he view 
mory's page with a touching freshness. 
"Siitil lachrymx rcnrni et mciilem mor 
Commodore Biddle was at that time a mtd»hit 
among the prisoners. He had never vi«ted 'Ij 
fore since his captivity there. The fortifica lions i 
Uic sea mount a large number of cannon, snd fnjr 
tance at which we saw them looked -^. 
condition. The flags of tlie various < 
ments, floating in the breeze, formed < 
ful nor disagreeable contrast to tbe dm^ —..^ ... 
mass below. 

The eoiintiy about Tripoli is low, flat and sanily; Icl 
the uniformity of ita appearance ih n^licved by ■ bart 
ground consisting of a range of undnlating muuniaint jn 
the interior. On each side of tlie city lliirrc is an cxto 
sivepalm grove, sprinkled will) whiie-wu^hed coltam^ 
Droves of camels were seen fi'iduu' .-a ^ :. r\- li.n.f^iivw 
^Anumber of bomb-boats cai> 'aI-J 

l^ea out at sea. They \\<: >sJ 

^MtJlesc, the most K^\inV' aJ 

"^ » 2 ever Baw. 'VUey vhv^^l;,,!. sh.mhw^jVhx^B 
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^^f^^df eggs, and green dates. The green date 16 nut 
very palatable, but in its presened state ii is the queen 
of Eastern fruits, as the pine-apple is of American. It is 
very juicy, and its flavour is the riclieeft sweet I ever 
tasted. I have seen dates in the market in all parts of 
the IVIediterranean and JLevant, but haA'e never met widi 
any that were good out of Africa. 



Places distinguished as the theatres of great iiiiclic-'.'tual,. 
moral or military exertions acquire an iuten.^s* wnn.'ii 
renders them objects of strong curiosity. JicticL- tiic 
almost universal anxietv of libera] minds lu vlai! couu* 
tries rendered illustrious bv tlieir achievenlem^ m j«mei>. 
&rts or arms. The gratification we Usui iu bciiOiditj^ 
these places is increa»ed if our owu friendh or <;ouijuy- 
men have in any way contributed lo tlieir ceii;ii»i«y. 
.Such a place is the harUiur of l^i-ipuJi lu a ciii/j-i-. ui ttit 
United States. No Americau who is a«jguaiiiLi-'j v\iti 
phe history of his co-jatry can behold it wjuioj* \jvit 
emotions. It was tliere that Decatur p^'rloriii«j'u ' :mi Plac- 
ing act, which tore from the enemy tiit »*jolii litat I'^r- 
tune had throAvn into his bauds: an aei that ila^ c-uUtkKl 
liim to a place amon^ tiie bravest of niodern hfsnjtft^. J^- 
neatli tlie battlements of Tripuh. yiM*: and i !> *jj"avt 
Msociates won for themselves a elorv that wiij Jive as 
long as patriotism and gallantry find a dwelJi.'.};-;jla^-e on 
earth, or excite a sentiment of admii-ation iu tiie iiunian 
mind. 

Yet we stopped short of the advantages which, under 
the then existing circumstances, we oujiiit to liave trained 
over llie semi -barbarous foe. General Kuton. accompa- 
nied bv the Kx-bashaw and li Is irdny, having Iri versed 
the desert which sc-jiarates Ktfvpt from tbe kJ;iz-om of 
IVipoli; had already taken iJerne. and was on the eve 
af commeacuig his marc It to lay siege to tiie r»pital 
ittBlfy wlien peace was concluded. The reignins; Bashaw 
l|ttd beea heard to declare that he would\se// //<^ /asf 
wriie/e in Mm wardrobe but he would hare a jjeace with 
Ike •/imericans. Under such circutn«Uix^«^'K^\VW 
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coming the honour and dignity of our government to 
buy a peace of the enemy? Yet this was in eflect done 
by paying a ransom for the prisoners. It is a melan- 
choly reflection that the greatest minds arc often most 
sullied by envy. It is confidently asserted that this sen- 
timent formed at least one of the motives that induced 
the naval officers to urge an accommodation Avith so 
much Avarmth. <^ Eaton was running away with the 
glory of the war." 



Salutes were exchanged between the Bashaw's batteries 
and the Warren, and on the morning of the tAveh'ch. she 
stood out from the harbour, and the commodore nrsumed 
the command of his own ship. Here avc parted com- 
pany. The Java it was understood was to visit some 
Sicilian port, the Warren Avas to touch at Malta, and we 
were to have an opportunity of <* sitting among the niins 
of Carthage." 

We passed Malta and Gozo on the fifteenth, having 
been driven up to them by contrary Avinds. Guzo ii* 
supposed by many to haA'e been the island of Calyp5i3: 
but the p;oddess no longer dwells in her i^rotto, aod 
the A'alleys that listened to her love-sick moans, onee 
fanned by the breath of an eternal sjiring, and clotlied in 
perennial verdure, are no longer cxcinjit from the vicii- 
situdes to which the abodes of mortals are subject 

Divine service was performed on board. This is ge- 
nerally done at sea of a Sunday morning Avhen tlie 
AAcather is favourable. I have often wished my friends 
in America Avith me on these occasions. Hoav jjriunl. how 
aAvful to AA'orshi]) the Deitv, encircled bv the ncirjlv^i 
image of himself, and canojiiod by heaven's unclou'iii 
azure! Wiiat can produce senlimL-nts of dfvotii^n -3 
strong, so j)ure, so sublime as the service of the i*lu;rch, 
pronounced in the ocean-temple? In addititm to the 
solemn, Iranciuil. devotional character of the service itself, 
the matchless su])liniities by which you are surroundedy 
are litted to remind vou, with no ordinarv force, of the 
perfections of that myslenoua Y^e\\\%>NNVwi svidU tlie rag- 
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captain tr.ojz^.: cJereBtlj of lis «^*t7 : t:ii :^ '-^/t 
wore a rather EaenadDg ippeira:.c*- ire wi« feir:-. 
,evcn the "crooked bite ox' the anchor" micr.t not 
i complete security against danger. •- Patience and 
lod cloak," said the Italian cicerone, « are a remedy 
every thing." 
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ti>r cSi*c\ of ihtnr mlllcry. is 1o join in the laugh that ii 
msst^ri iV. >'nur owr. r.x)Hmsi&. To exhibit the least token! 
n !:\siint*i»s i< ic poiirt ihr tempesi. Success is ahvaji 
5w:v.. niu. ]' \\ ouici m 100 much to expect that a nm 
viir i> srnsiiiif 02' hij^ ppwer. would not delight in the 
rxcriKii 111 !*». 



Tjv. v"»n:arir.. iTT'.wiift! iiy eiqiecTed, arrived on the 
thi"':»o;r,. s.\n<vi- ii;iur< from Gibraltar, loaded witfc 
Srwr.isi sfai;.. nii:. ^vhai wr? tronh more than all the 
ffnu, r^:r lo'.zrj^:. hiir- Uit Icp of Spain, letters fnNi 
.r'ftv.Ki> IV. Ar.itrirr. "^^'hn: luxury can be compared with 
'hit: .\. •'f.'t: ^ .vx Kr ::>t first lime in a foreien land the 
;vv.i> ■.:i:.: a:>?«t:i:': i.:i.. iiM wjcjtwrc.Uine ocean have ne 
:v^»v" ;. r.:.... i:it cv.:i-.^rj.:> ci:"!^ of fricnJshii) ? It ae- 
r..:..:: :** s:kip: . ro:. 1 .u. i^'iit^T-t yo'jrseli for the moment 
!ir^v.'J..:x ;.r..'.. ?i:'--.:ii> h::'.'. t*-.-:; tiy ihe reminiscences of 
'^j. •^■^: : ::..», "i.i.i: ;.■• : ;l.^>^ r vi-.-ji. The letter-bag 

.'." -.If :> r. ■- '.: . > 7:-. . "":••.•> : :•.*>•.•.. vjn'.rlv around 
;.>.:.-. •-.I.:-.-. .::, .•■.:•..-: :y. \ ^j mi jrht rcid 
V. ^::.*. ::. . -i".: . :.* .:. y.-j : :.y:,'.ti'An^'exfltth 
^ .' -■.■.: ..'..: : .-, ^. S. :• v.ir-. <:• unlucky IS to 
•c-.-. ^ . ". i- ..: .. . : ■. " .- .. ■ .V- • elicTcd 

:v... ^ '.. ". . >: .: :. :•...•> ::\ ::. :. r...: ^.r J. f-.tlirg of diai^ 
p?r. :— •.: : ;.: - v- \..'. . Tuis 15 ^ j ..: re of the scene 
ou s' >..::. ^rr. y.. • v There is no :: v:::t:.! on board sf 
a rsv v:'^^:T s. :.... ^: ix::icn^«."! ji.d az;xiety as tbiK 
«I"c:'. "."•. !•. ".•.t.r-i..,: ir.-T.! -Vmtr.oa :< iTuughl aboard ; 
a::^: o^'...v: V ..'>■. %\: ." '..ive :r\:\d* in the Navy abrajli' 
kiAw iiuw n'..:h ;'!i.:>.::v :V.tir icv.vr? anuni. and hiV 
m\:i.h piia irvy v. •:.■*.. ^:. V\ i-.c^I*. ^.:^: i to write, I am 
SL'n ificv \v .:!.: «..:*-. r ■ .» vt>?<I, '•^•-r.ii to the stalioo 
uj.».r\ ::.».-v ;..:•.. :o ».;«.:«::: w.-.ric.;: rKrarii.g some 
rial c: ti'i*. ir i:'.en>: j::.i :*i:Io:a'::. Spjct- is a 
dni'i'.r uf ^Kj.;ie<, h\:\ >oi:i? ii.ay iiiiiijiU-, ihoui^h 
roil belweth the tcncmt- iits thev inhabit 
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it is bounded by the Rock and the Neutral Grc 
sandy flat, connecting Gibraltar to the Spa 
The rock of Gibraltar is about three miles in i 
north to south, and from half to three quartei 
in breadth. It is from 1,200 to 1,400 feet 
highest point is rather to the south of t 
where is an old dilapidated tower, built by G 
while he was governor of the fortress, for tlu 
viewing the movements in tlic harbour of Cadi 
the failure of the object, denominated *' O'lla 
From the top of the northern extremity, th 
nearly perpendicular. The summit is a sh 
ridge, running in a Avaving line till it app 
southern part, whence it becomes gradually fl; 
inclines regularly towards the sea, where it ic 
a point. The side facing the ^Icditerrane;i 
inaccessible, except in one or two spots. \\ 
miserable huts have been constructed by fisl 
is full of frightful precii)iccs, iind ran bo as' 
by a flight of steps, cut in the ruck fn^ni th' 
summit, and called the Meditcrrancnii St 
western side, tliough stccj), is nut pnci'ii 
covered with a stinted irmwth of uiM.-^-i iJiii! 
and furnishes browsinc; j^rrtnind Id l;ir'^«' ll«ic 
On this side are built tlio two towns :i:.'! ikds 
tifications. The Old und Njw 'I'o\mi> .U" >'J 
parade ground and ;ui itl:une(hi. Th'- lon:.i 
near the northern, and the latter near the s:ju; 
mity of the rock. 



We remained in dihnihar two wrrks in tl 
Decembelf and about nn v(\\k\\ l«*iiLii!i < f tin; 
lowing JNIay. The reinaisi'ler df tli:^ rh -j.: 
tain the i*esult of my ohservjiiui.s iImh- on 
occasions. 

What strikes a slraniier most hMvil.ly on 11 

Gibraltar, is the vast diversity of ajijMijranet 

iilhabitiWiSf and the \)rodi^;ious exieiit an 

order of the I'orliiicaUous. \s \v^* wAVs V 
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enemy, by some miracle of good fortune, force the out- 
works and obtain possession of the town, he would stiB 
be very far from being master of the rock. He wouU 
have to advance up the ascent step by step, in the &ee 
of a tremendous and consuming fire, poured in upon him 
from a thousand points at once. Suppose that, in spite 
of all this opposition, he should succeed in carr}'inf I 
every work on the exterior of the rock, he would still ! 
have to combat an enemy in its very bowels ; for its in- 
ternal apartments arc sufficiently capacious to accommo- 
date twenty thousand souls, and are always furnished 
with a supply of provisions and munitions of war for 
two or three years. Such are the military strength and 
resources of this wonderful place. It is no arrogation 
on the part of its possessors to denominate it an impreg' 
nable fortress ; for should all the images of strenjcth 
with which tlie human mind is acquainted, be combined 
into one harmonious whole, they would form nothing 
superior to Gibraltar. 

The order in which these military works are kept, \i 
equal to their strength. One would suppose, from an 
inspection of them, that Gibraltar was in momentary ex- 
pectation of seeing a hostile fleet moor beneath her bai- 
tlements, and that every thing had been got in rcadiaes* 
for the anticipated assault. Sentinels are stationed at 
almost every corner, ready to give the alarm ; and rr.or- 
tars, cannons, bombs, balls^-every thing is just where it 
should be, and as it should be. It is astonishing to 
see the piles of cannon balls and bombs in every part 
of the Rock. The fortifications of Cadiz arc said to bt 
more beautiful than tliose of Gibraltar. It may be »; 
but fortifications are not made to be looked at like a pic- 
ture, and in the great essentials of works of this kind, 
in strength, durability, iiarniony and adaptutinn to ihc 
purposes of defence, I can conceive notliiiig superior to 
those of the latter place. j 

IJut after ail, of what real service is Gibraltiir to the 
English ? What hciieliis have they derived from the 
])ossession of it, which counterbalance the cnormouf 
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sums of money it has drawn from their public treasury ? 
It is said to command the entrance of the Mediterranean; 
but this is a great mistake. Gibraltar does not and can- 
not) without the aid of a numerous fleets command the 
entrance to that sea. But a large fleet would do this 
without the fortress ; and if my life were the forfeiture, 
I could not point out the advantages experlenc«^ by 
England from the possession of Gibraltar^ that approach 
to a compensation for the immense expenditure!!^ \^ hich 
it has cost that country. It has drawn milll<jiiii up<^n 
millions from her exchequer, Avith no earthly U^jefil. thai 
I can conceive, but that of flattering her natioiiaJ prid<;. 



The command of the garrison at GibraJur h li^e h^r- 
cond military dignity in the gift of th<i J^riti^h ;£ov<r/;i- 
ment The present garrison consists of four tv^iitn^au. 
among which is tlie celebrated ono of the Sf:xAf:h liipi- 
landers. Their dress, which is higlily fai/jifcii'., ii%% i/tj-.u 
often described. It is of plaid, and leaves the ie^ ro;.- 

Sletely bare up to the knee. Tlie o/JJf^;rs, v^liftxi o;j 
uty, wear a uniform that conforms in l}ii*» xes;/e':t \/j 
that of the privates. I have never s^^'ro huy \j*jdy of 
men so uniformly atliletic, large and wAl \<j:n:*'A ij>. ^ul^. 
regiment of Highlanders. The "b'jr/jt;* io.'fij 'i«vi:,e'' 
is developed in tliem with a ji^.-rfeclion to v.i.!';i. I *^/4tK\i 
in vain for a counterpart in the IxK/k of tii*:u*tjty. 

Wc frecpiently saw the sfildiers of t/ie '^Hrrl'^jtt \A' 
rading both in single companies and regiiner/'s, uiA theif 
movements, hud they been the re.tult of i/j^ieliir.ery, 
could not have been more exact and re^^iijjr. 'f'bere 
are no soldiers in the world yi well d!v:ipliried a's the 
English. The Frciich ure not le.^!} hr:jve, h-jt \\,i:\\ 
bravery is of a different kind. The coui ;i^e of a French- 
man is the ofi'sprini; of enthnMJs;n ; th;it of an KngK*>l*- 
man is tlie cflect of his everlniitin^ drilling. 

The regulations wl-h regard to tlie adinin'sion of .stran- 
gers into Gibraltar, as indeed all the oilier regulations of 
that celebrated garrison, are extremely strict Nayal 
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o£Scer8 alone are permitted to enter when they please -, 
all others must have passports from the civil authorities. 
The gates are shut every night at the firing of the even- 
ing gun at sunset, and opened again when the morniog 
sun is fired at sunrise. The king himself would knock 
in vain for admission after the gates are closed. One of 
our officers, Avho was down at the Marina looking out fur 
a cutter to carry him off to the ship, chanced unluckily 
one evening to be outside of the walls when the gates 
were shut No boat went for him, and he had the 
satisfaction of walking the quay in a piercing December 
night, till the echoes of the morning gun gave token that 
he might rc-cntcr the town. After the gates are closed, 
every inn-keeper and citizen is required to make out a 
list of all the strangers in his house, and send it to the 
town-major. Thus it is known how many of these 
lodge in Gibraltar every night 



Next to the diversity of its inhabitants and its military 
strength, what most attracts attention in Gibraltar is its 
commercial aspect Commerce, indeed, has been on the 
decline there ever since Cadiz was made a free |>ort; but 
the quantity and variety of merchandise exposed for sale, 
are still very great It is vastly amusing to visit the 
shops, and trace the national peculiarities of the dealen 
in their different modes of doing business. The English- 
man, sliir, reserved and haughty, witli characteristic 
fairness, asks you at first the price he means to take for 
the article in question. The Spaniard, polite not less 
from hnbit than from genius, lavishes upon 3'ou the 
warmest ])rotcstatiuns of friendship, assuring you tJial. 
if there is any thing in Avhich he can serve you, yo'J 
have only to command, and see your wishes executed. 
The prim and powdered Frenchman, from scorn or 
levity discarding the feigned politeness of the lieart, 
trusts to an elegant l)ow, a graceful Avave of the hand.u: 
a honied compliment, to ingratiate himself into your 
favour, and cajole you into the purchase of his wares. 
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'< But the Jewish shop-keeper, sje, what say of him?" 
What say I of him indeed! Why, I say, if you are a 
good judge of the article you wish to purchase, by all 
means go to his shop; for if he does not nnally take what 
you offer, it will be because your offer has not come up 
to the original cost. If he can make one farthing of pro- 
fit, he will not let the chance slip through his fingers. — 
But if you are not well acquainted with the goods you 
wish to procure, avoid the Jew as you would the very 
spirit of deception. He will be sure to ask you three 
times what he is willing to take, at the same time 
setting forth, with inconceivable glibness of tongue, the 
excellence and cheapness of his wares; and when he has 
sold 3'ou an article at double the original cost, it is ten to 
one ii he has not the effrontcrj* to tell you that you have 
got it by special favour, and at au actual loss to himself. 
I know not the exact proportion which the Jews in 
Gibraltar bear to the whole population, but it must be 
very great, if an inference may be hazarded from the 
number seen in the streets. They are found in all classes 
of society, from the rich broker and wholesale merchant 
down to the wretch who sells his services in the degrad- 
ed commerce of prostitution. Throughout all this wide 
variety of rank and fortune, are observable the same cun- 
ning, versatility and restless activity. Indeed, the .lows 
seem to be not less distinj;uished by their moral qualities 
than by their physioj::noniy. A larg;c proportion of them 
are portei*s, and many act as interpreters and i^uidos to 
strangers. Wherever there is any thing to be done in 
either of these lines of business, there you are sure to 
find a Jew ready, for a trilling compensation, to render 
you as faithful service as Ariel did to Prospero. They 
have a surprising aptness for the ac^iuisilion of languages, 
and most of them speak all the languages conunou at 
Gibraltar with the fluency of a native. The most bear 
tiful woman on the Kock, when we were there, was sf 
to be a Jewess. 
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The Old Town, as already stated, is near the Dorthcn 
extremity of the Rock. It is not laid out with nmk 
regularity^ and could not be from the nature of Ae 
ground on which it is buiU. The buildings are all •( 
stone, and covered like those of Mahon so as to be fire- 
proof. The principal streets are well paved and have 
side walks. That on which most of the merchandise ii 
exposed, traverses the town from north to south, and ii 
about three quarters of a mile in length. The shops are 
not remarkable for neatness, but they are well supplied 
with all sorts of merchandise, which can generally he 
obtained at very moderate prices. There are some hand- 
some residences. Those occupied by the civil and mili- 
tary officers of the garrison ave the finest. The entire 
population of the Kock, exclusive of the militar}', is 
about twenty thousand. 



The public buildings of Gibraltar are a (Catholic Church, 
a Protestant Episcoj)al Chapel, a Wcsleyan Methodisi 
Chapel, four Jewish Synagogues, a Court-house, a Thea- 
tre, and an Exchange. The Catholic, like all Romish 
churches, is decoraled with innumerable gilded imagoi 
but a minute description of it would be *' too fatiguing.'* 
The Protestant Chapel was formerly the church ol a 
convent. It has nothing remarkable, except a few hacii- 
some monuments to the memory of the great ones oi' 
the garrison. The Government is now erecting an Epis- 
copal Church, which, when fmishcd^ will be large and i 
splendid. 

Of the Jewish Synagogues only one is deserving of . 
any notice. 'J'his, though small, is rather handsome. 
The architecture is of the Doric order. The pulpil ii 
near the centre. The sacred furniture in gold and silver 
is said to he of immense value. On entering, I invo- 
luntarily took oil" my hat. JNly guide, who was a Jew, 
whispered nie that it was customary with them to re- 
main covered in their churches. Two Rabbis were 
seated at a fahle in a corner of the Synagogue, engaged 
in earnest conversation. Ou^ o^ \\\v:\\\ V \qoIl to be not 
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I ^ort of ninetr years of apr. II i» long hiiir miU 

I, white as the driven bdow atul of hIIIvimi ftuetit^M, 
: in graceful curls oo his 8hoiiKlrt> atul boNuin, 
ihx forcibly to my mind that beaut il'til p:iM4ii|{i' lu 
** Grey hairs are a crown of islorv. if \Uv\ be- foutal 
? way of righteousness." 1 almost iatirii,^! itnylf 
? presence of one of tliose Jrwisb liutruirclin. Initu 
to n^iy imagination beyund the )K*rivK] lu \vbi<'b 
Dry extends, and whom I bavr v\rv \tt i-n :ii'cii.*«iiitu 
regard as models of whulcvi'i- ih vftuMablf, <it|;iii 
md excellent in human natnn*. litii wIh'm I iniii'iu 
I that he was a descendant and a < haiii)jinn nt' lliuw 
Lers of their own ]Vlcssi;d), wbn, in <iiti(li*iiiiiiii|^ 
assumed the tremendous lr^)M>ll^ibilil y ul invukiii|(^ 
lood upon themselves anrl tlirir pohlmly ; '^vb<-ti I 
|[ht of his belonging to a |M'(>]>lr NraUcn:*! :ittti \n iiltil, 
pie whose name is a rcpruarh arid by -imikI ilituii|(;li 
le world, and whose vrrv exisli-iH-r un u iiatiuii, in 
te of the wastmp j)ersc*culiuiis anil iniwiii> li* wbii'b 
I been subjected, is a cuntinucd niirafli aiiil n liviuy; 
lentarv on tbe truth (if rr-vflation, il ujivtr rim: Ut 

m 

tions which 1 need not rejM::!!, and oc'.r*afti(in(j«J ^ttk'*' 

which I have no Ianjstiiijj;f; lo ilrscril)!', 
le Kxchange is a liandsorric buildin;^,ruirimf>flif)iifilv 
ed on Main Street, ne;ir thy n-iitii- of Ihr town. It 
erected wholly by private subscription. An aurtion 
leld there every morning while we were in (i ibral- 
nd the motley assemblage which it collected, formed 
ious and amusing spectjcle. There are two public 
ries, called tlie Commercial and Garrison Libraries, 
former is kept in a large room in the second story 
e Exchange. It is small, consisting only of about 

thousand volumes: but it comprises many of the 
icst works in all the languages of Kurope. There is 
a public reading-room at the P^xchangc, well sup- 

with the best English, French, and American 
dicaJs, as well literary as political. The Garrison 
iry was formed by Mr. I'itt, and contains fifty 
land volumes. I did not w^ it. The Theatre was 
>pen, when we were al GlbnlXax. V«oaB(KRX^^>>^^ 
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miserable affair. The officers of the garrison officia 
actors. 

The market at Gibraltar is at the northern extre 
of the town, and near the entrance from the hart 
It is outside of the inner gate. It is plentifully sup] 
with flesh, fish, fruits and vegetables; but they sell jj 
rally at high prices. Oranges are an exception, 
see vast piles of the most delicious Andalusian and . 
can oranges, that make the mouth water to look ai t 
and what is better, they may l)e procured for a tr 
consideration. The Moors deal most largely in orn 
Eggs are also very abundant and cheap. Imn 
quantities of them are brought over from Barbary. 
Barbary eggs arc the smallest I have ever sc-rn, i*. 
them being on an average about equal to one Sp 
egg. In Tunis and Tripoli you can purchase llie 
most for a song. Alfieri is said to have fr(.-({ucntc 
market of Florence to learn Italian; I went to il: 
Gibraltar to study the character of the people. 'I 
was a little l)Iack-cyed, l)ro\vn-faccd Andaiu^ian, 
amused me infinitely by his complaisance. I cil'ten 
chased little articles of him merely for the sake of 11 
ing to his inflated praises. His vocabulary of coi 
ments was inexhaustible, and 1 never left him ih; 
did not bring his fingei*s to his lips, and then, thro 
ofi'his hand in a tangent, and inclining his ht:ui wii 
necessary quantum of ^;y/c//7, address me wiili his et 
nate Andalusian pronunciation, '« Senor initt^ It h 
vd. la mano ; y si hay alf^o en que le pnedo st 
aqui (touching his breast) ticne vd. imcriiido"* 

The two principal j)ublic houses in Gibraltar are 
the Exchange. I stopped at Lufl'*s. His rhnrees 
the most reasonable, and hisUible oquall}' good witi: 
of his neighbour. He had besides an agreeable fa 
in which I became quite domesticated. His daugl 
without any lack of personal beauty, possessed the i 
rior charms of cultivated understandings and i;em 

* ** My dear ur, I kiss your hand ; and if tlicre is any 
which I can serve you» hart yovi \»x« ^ lerc^xvxJ* 
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ts. At evening I TrriiioncTT" jorssr: is-- 
Peoatef art uh soar i. "w-rr:. ~. 
tf tiiins: or. earn. iuaixBBemifc=^^ 2=^:1''. 
!95 of social lixt,. 

rhail I hsv*: hrtbenc fsrii r' '_v:r".j^ 
Ir I0 iht Oic ToTTi- Ti-^r^ ^ - = l s'jssr 

larjJv equal liie ijrz:-^' ;. •r'^-rL.zii. !»■.•:. -i= -v. ""j»^ 
isorj ciit'jrD? art ti'.-r-.rr. i^^i- '.l ■ .-*-*- "* -«bs-- 
I beljevfc. BixieeL o i:*»r_ 7 ;-r- >•. -n- . -#^r vr. . 

•ive tli lilt water ii^h^ •• v j-^.-t ^.'- .•* r->c.- -u*-. 
t. Befort i: ir aL.-r^ 

once waierec ou- f..:: :-.•• u^rr?-. ■ :? -r- <. . --.-rr 
ged to ji8j iur i:** pr"" ^-?*-. '.' i- -t- -r .'.-xij*;, 
jnd iS" fc i^w ji-.:xiC:T*r- ; sr. '.-...•.-■- .- ^-^ ..-^ . s 
ot eii^^^ jobec- 7*:i* : v : • -^ .• j*: i- , -. i-- < . . .- : s, .-* • ^«s 
r the 5*"<'v«A. uiic *.f'. ."..v.- :.■-.• . _• ..^-r ^. -, s 
»rcw ciuj"d'j;*.Ti. 7':»* '.:- • ^.. .... . u . •■ £m^,. .# 

15 I kriow- it aT u*' -»i.v-*-ir. *.>*•-»- ^/-.-i i***. 'vj* 
rn. It is Iz. L ru.iit*. ?-if--. -•-• j. -. -..j-?^ -.^vu- o^-^*. 
at 



Tic Alameda, or pv-j! • :jf^^:i»r::*r'>.. 1 .>r .•**>: *..* 

tOWliS. Tli»: L.'. t- •: "»'■•• ?;j---.r' ::- i*-j-r.. ^ -. :^ 
Be to adorn V.Jt :>-ix';»-. i«:i'- 1:. -..«»* ; t»;*r'. -j> v.* V 
le fair}' pieaiV-:r*':iy.:il.t. V^. •-■*/• ::?:i'-r /: • **:i' v»»: 

1 ; and it zi^'iyf. -/t u'. i.:iyvi»r'.js»--'. iii^ v*^; !*«**, e^^ 
Jed bevorid w.-rfr. w ^ \^r^r. *^in. :i«»- »:*»3f t^<^i- li^ 
tky wou Id ha V »: 'jt. j*r • k\ ;a*.> . tja . V» : pri •. i«» v^ *• «^y 1 

I wanting, uhitr* ]w,A^g^ ««•!' ailfiue 'r^ir^t v/i«isi« 

f have made BoiJ 0:1 Vi«r !ivj^*;t f">«ri-; a:i' :!-•*•- <.'/*•;! i^. 
rly the whole en^rrt •.^.ift'^rti tiiit •»" iv*%iir r.»»* 
iS and flower-plata, ixrfATbj^rnfeC k* :•.:. !• ^r aik #iw'^« 
S8 of various kiodi, ax/i e'A iuv^ ;iiii'jif«*:f«iii«« !«>«/-• 
thine walks, so as to form a «.i4»:fij*j»e v? u*r4iia-.»«^ 
. delights. There are sevwui i«au4v^;s<^ bvM"**^' 
laes and arboun^ where the ^itamw^ tA vM >t^ 
OL. /. 13 
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sense may be equally enjoyed, as you engage in social 
conversation, and look out upon the profusion of riches 
by which you arc surrounded. Winter had despoiled 
it of its beauties the first time we were in Gibraltar, bill 
on our second visit, when spring had loaded it with her 
treasures of verdure and flowers and fragrance, it wis 
indeed a delicious spot 

Near the centre of the Alameda there is, in wooden 
sculpture, a colossal statue of Gen. Elliot, by whose talents 
and ingenuity Gibraltar was defended, when attacked by 
the Spaniards and French in 17S2. He holds the key of 
the garrison in his right hand, and the means by which 
he saved the place, and ruined the floating batteries of 
the combined fleet, is aptly represented by a square iron 
grate, placed behind him and tilled with coal and cannon 
Balls. A few paces to the south of this is a monument 
to the Duke of Wellington, surmounted by a brunze bust 
of the hero and statesman. It has a long Latin inscription, 
setting forth, in strains of no very measured ouloey, the 
virtues and achievements bv which his Grace has di!«tiD- 

Siiished himself. The parade ground, called thu Fitldof 
lars, is between the Alameda ;uid the south ^ate ol' the 
Old Town. It is a large gravelled scpiare, surrounded bv 
shade trees. The whole Garrison, amounting to some- 
what more than four thousand, can parade there at the 
same time. The Neutral Grounds are also used for tlu: 
purpose. 

There are some natural curiosities on the Rock, among 
which the principal is St. MichaePs Cave. It is about 
two-thirds of the way uj) the mountain on the South-wcsl 
side. The entrance is not large, hut the moment yoo 
pass it, a spacious hall, not less than thirty or forty feel 
in height, and about seventy in depth, presents itself 10 
your view. It is hung with stalactites of a beautifully 
variegated brown colour, many of which reach from the 
top to the bottom, and present the ;)j>)K:araneeof vast hut 
irregular columns, supporting the roof of an edifice 
There are said to be two other a|>artments in the cavenii 
one of which has a striking resemblance to a tempki 
Thi3 is supposed to have beeu ^u udx^tut, or shrine otaa 
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internal batterriefly but the largest and most remarUbb 
is that called St George's Hall. It is about half way np 
the Rocky and commands a beautiful view of the Neutid 
Grounds and the Spanish main. The pavement, which 
is notliing but the mountain rock, is perfectly smoothi 
and the hall is sufficiently capacious to accommodate a 
large dancing party. Balls are sometimes given there; 
From this and several other points in the ascent, u-e had 
a fme view of the regiment of light iniantiyy which wu 
parading on the Neutral Grounds below. They went 
through with all the marches, countermarehes, advancesi 
retreats, skirmishes, and the other eountleas ei cetera 
of a regular battle, with a precision and regularity, to us 
equally novel and surprising. The time of firing was 
regulated by counting, and yet so perfectly had the sol* 
diers been drilled in tliis matter, that the discharge of all 
the muskets in a platoon seemed to be bat the report of 
a single piece. 
' In going througli the galleries, we ascended a number 
of fligiits of spiral stairs, and our final sally fn)ni them 
was al)out two-lhirds of the way uj) the Uuck. From here 
we proceeded up a regular ascent to the signal house, 
whicl) stands near the middle of tlic sharp rid^e that forms 
tlie summit of the mountain. The perpendicular eleva- 
tion of this j)oint is about twelve hundred and fifty feet 
The view from this elevation is very extensive, einbracin; 
a boundless expanse of waters, and parts of the live 
kingdoms of Seville, Granada, Harbary, Fez and Morocca 
Vast chains of mountains, their summits capficd wilh 
clouds or buried in eternal snows ; extensive plaini 
adorned with a rich covering of venhu-e, and watered by 
■ meandering streams ; tlie mighty sweep of Mediterranean 
waters ; huge rocks, piled upon each otlier, so as to form 




Straits, giving an air of life and comfort to these diversi- 
fied scenes ; all combine to render this a most intervsting 
and glorious spot. 1 love sudv ^\N>i\i\i\\\^ views. Thej 
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he ' mn pnarinn^ ..nd ^^ieYTEte the SOUL It is not 
ir . -ecsoAi neasmrc tnac trier ?[ibni : liiey iiave au 
lent Tiorii seer, irnainz ■:■ esarnr those narrow 
-leiizaa T2^s ac iieiicss, .vnicii ::eraons wiio have 
r^ -eec coimea 3 'zsir vvti .l:ue iiamiet, .ire so 
I •n:*:rTiir. ..na ■ r.ensh. 

nm r.c- -liTnai .o'jse "cu ..iv9 aiso a riew oi 'fie 
'! i.u.-:c ct p a .ie "^si iide by .naumerauie 
;. .na •: the harbaor. . Gvere'i and animatea vith :ts 
i:i;» •"••^seii Hayins -cisiiea ";ur jjsfi :utde j£ 
kiia ifcvnured 'he remnant i ur .:=*:'jic, ve '^uoi- 
■•".i HIT rk'.'wenr. by i .li'er^nt -juce. ^hi* ^a» 
1 iicnts of atone sxsuxs ny -ze ide .i . vaii, irt stica 
iijiOiiied *iaie -la :o rcnaer : -omt^viiux ^aii;§<erou* 
•■■iv.-*r. virlioutany :airr:reii:tn :ir€i::t*i .t ary hx^^ 
iVi'Avri<. Te iTacaeu :it c-vn ;,:i..: j2.-^e ^'-."-tock, 
L. luvcnnt 'vith iuit.icor^iie'-: ?v ::inr ?t.:>, iad wvrti 
:y aiiiiiie: and :v::t;i '. sr.z ■^- x-jlt-.:. I iv/uua that 
s vii .usury rjvf;n n nc i-v-iij.: ,i jt iisi^at^ 



:.ir :r^n:ii lame ;i -*-i*:riItar wa^ Tal^v. lu |ii*<4- 

i:i:e:..iL.i:n _s ler.—ic rv:::; :wo \\v»i\l», ictshut, iho 

: : -.r!-T: :i:r .ri:>;-"ii..-:. i::c I'jirik* ihi^ imiito ul* Iht 

}^[:*:r:.ib. :n.»=:. tc--: :.vk jvsA^ssion ol it. Nii|lilu|< 

:ur.-:. er«i:i::eii -Jien?, >lu>\vi\l llml i\n IIiqI vioih.tii M<»t 
td i: -Jr.e limit of iho halutaliln nm M 'I li». I*l,*^f,* 
5 »f:erwanls plautoil roltmii-n, mimI I»..imi|*.#| /./^m 
; the coast CarthcyM, Ciilpr., Mi.UtU, l^.|., -v^.j 
poare mentioned \ty Slii,!,.,, |'ii»,/ ..r..i mk^^ ,„ 
t UTilers, as hi'iii^ in Uh-. iii,ii,^#i,.,f/. /,/..„^.^ >vf /?,», 
r. Of all lhc^Mi not u */*iU'/f. t,f.'r ^^. ,..♦.-... K.d„.. * , 
unimportant fru^rl|f-fifQ jr./l , .. ..^. ^..^.-..t „' . 
It the site of Car Uii);, V 9*^*. .^ -, v* -. /., *i 
1)0 seen Ihf! Si«:rf;i *:.. ;•/./; »^ ,r..- . .^,., 
i the ilouriiihinji! «.'^ •/ >?..,.• •.a „.,„ ., 
oni|>«.'y a.vi h.^if^^v,-^ v,n^'A.:..w.A '.- w. ^^ . ^ 
world* 



V 
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Gibraltar was first taken by the Moors in seven him- 
dred and twelve, under their gallant chief Tarik. They 
retained possession of it five hundred and ninety-ei^t 
years^ when it was wrested from them by Perez de Guz- 
man. It was retaken in thirteen hundred and thirty- 
two, but one hundred and thirty years subsequent to 
that date the Spaniards again got possession of it. Dur- 
ing the war of the succession in Spain, in scventeca 
hundred and four, it surrendered to the combined fleet 
of England and Holland, who conquered and took it 
in the name of Charles the Third. It was given u]) by 
the treaty of Utrecht and Seville to the English, who 
have retained it in their possession ever since. Various 
attempts have been made to wrest it from their huuds. 
The most memorable was that made by the floating ijai- 
teries of France and Spain in seventeen hundred ar.d 
eighty-two, when tlic ingenuity of Gen. Elliot so .*;c- 
eessfully defeated their jrarpose. The queen of Sj*a:i 
was so confident of victory on that occasion, lliai >hc 
had a throne erected on one of tlie hills that ovtrlouk 
the bay, and declared to her courtiers that sin; w(ji:!ii 1:01 
descend till she had seen the Cross of St. (ifor;jc sup- 
planted by the J^ion of the Escurial. The hill from 
which slie watched the j)rogi*ess of the contest, is Mill 
known by the name of the Queen^s Chair. Since liiar 
time Gibraltar has not been attacked, nor will it ^jroba- 
bly ever be again. 

But, while Gibraltar and the surrounding country 
have been witness to many of the bloodiest strus^les 
recorded by the Historic Muse of Spain, they are not 
destitute of that more delightful interest, which arises 
from poetical recollections. It was there that Hercules 
in imitation of the Naxian god, reared those gigantic 
pillars, which were to stand an everlasting muiiu- 
ment of his strength, and a memorial to future ages 
of the extent of his wanderings. It was in the coun- 
try bordering on the Gadcs tliat poetry beheld the 
rural charms, the gay simplicity, the inlant loveliness 
and innocence of the golden age, long after the reign of 
Saturn had been forgoUen iu VVi^ k%^ fortunate portions 
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e fjtchez and tbe iDhabitants of Betica are described 
ring in valleys, where the jaamine, the laurdt the 
were ever green and ever flourishing; in 
empt alike from wintiy storms and scorch- 
ia r vo ors ; and enjoying at onoe the freshness of a 
onial springy and tbe golden treasures of an eternal 
nn. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



We got under weigh on the evening of the twenty- 
fourth of December. For twenty-four hours after we 
left Gibraltar, we had splendid weather. A fresh 
breeze was wafting us at the rate of ten knots an hour; 
a cloudless sky exhibited the snowy and glittering sum- 
mits of Sierra Nevada in a more imposing as])cct than 
we had before seen them ; and a fine bracing atmo- 
sphere gave elasticity to the frame, and prepared it to 
enjoy with a keen relish the glories of nature. We 
were already oil* Cape dc Gatt, a vast mountain of sand, 
advancing far into the sea, as if to give battle to whatever 
approaches it, when a cloud suddenly spread itself along 
its summit, ^^fcrens noctciyi et tempest at em j * hivX'm 
treasures wore soon poured upon us with tremendous 
and most unwelcome liberality. The gale, at times ac- 
companied with hail and snow, continued for thn*e days 
witli unabateil force. Ilowbeit, the last <lay of Decem- 
ber found us satt'iy and snugly moored in Port Malton, 
all overjoyed at our arrival, and protesting most earnest- 
ly against winter navigation in the Mediterranean. 



The next day, being New Year's, was a holiday and 
a jolly day with the men. If to *• eat, drii»k and be 
merry" is any evidence of a grateful heart, then intletd 
our sailors were the most grateful beings in the world. 
The galley was scarcely suilicient for cooking their pijss 
Iami)s and turkeys, and the whole ship was a store-hoi:* 
of reeking odours. About an hour after the second 
allowance of grog was served out, the thundering voice of 
the boatswain, echoed by his mates, was heard, "all lunJs 
to splice the main brace, ahoy !'' which, rendered into 
plain English, means all hauds to lake an extra cup of 






iskev and water. U'^^s^ ma: n iz* :?::- 
I all — wa*- III iirKr"^ n i»;:! :: ::s Jl^Ji:: .r ir-i ir^^s* 
5 theallstr c»: Lai'/Jiiis*".!""'-:: ' -: '" r 't^- -tr ':^r« t.-'/i- 
ppcrs. Th'.'rt v-a»iiti:!Ji:.i liaI '-jc«..:c ^ '^ f^^=^-r-|: 
ilie foreca*rJ* lun ij-^-ii". :..'^ z' .:.- z"~ '-sf-i- iz-i^ 
at wiih spLL'li:^ '-li* TT-i :: •:•*. •:* it : _">-— 7 *£- - :zr5 
111 officerji. iriiii^ -j.' j»* i::*.". -■■ -r^ - :.~-r.-- -?,1 v.'-r.-.iu " 
.liev call ii. 'l*:. — t- t^.'- :■ :*r. . .:.-= :.-r-r v" .:£ 
rig, ar.c: iri**i v-:..: : - -,/- ^ ■.-.-.- -.^r -rrirr. iixL 
V not bcjec r^^r.r:*:: \-^ v .\ z, : -"i-'-a-^- Vt :,:" 
m was a 90B^f - i*" ■ = V^^?:: >..-*. i.-.: :..- - rri^?:! 
iginatJOL. bturtei ^ '.\ ^<..-r^s 'i ry^^.zjir^szr^ 3z.i 
ices, furr-Isiie: i '-ri. •.»•„« *•;:—•» v' it ■"-=*=.'" fLc: i: : .5 
npanions. -•_*.:-' /r*. v- :..-. »: — - ■= >.=- =7 -::^ 
?e time obtyiir "ue *rw.-.' rr-Ln-ti's m' :..? «:-•::- 
i! if I hKf S.T »^i-.* .'i-:- .'f=.-?. I ■--#1 -rss: i 



ntrv daoee v^i.. li -^^ : ■■':-•. _-'.: ?-:- :-----:r 
e, such cccc^kt: w -.•.•7 -r^r* r— 7 yi^ "-'-s' '-^» 
uld have b»- K'^-?- - :i:- '-..•»::- m- •- ?:.■/• '.*«»' 

. made tl.ef* -•..' ■ z? I- »%^.* ?*=.•." r^ - :i:v-:-ssr7 . v:". .t .• i 
iessity wh;::. I ^^z»ys. 'zrr, rLzr*r^ i' : -•-!-. I ** -i 
;ht to be ccrr*''-*--:;!- ftilltfi > ■ 21^7 i-i" * i^s — ii"~5a- 
. nothins ci- ' -rJrj kT 

:he Lexi^jT^::- . ^ v:.ri- • •. : ^ . •:':r ir ■^:«:- i- - 
1. as boj-'wa::.- c: .-: -. .■.. . . . ," *:•'- --*3/;- •-'- '--* 
itio;iS TO -liO Vi'. ',.■'* Z'-*-- -f^- ~ ^= "i.T".^ ■- -.'. i ^tits 
i nsc I . > . ■ J i i i ■ y , : . . .v. ^ . . '. '- -'. :■ :". j~ -: : r -: ' - '■ •- r=.-i- i r.-e 
t wcfrk I:* t:.'; v- -r " i* iN*: ?'« '^-.7.^- ':' *~^ ^-^5, 
^(k! 1 e.^.* •'» "* h o r. ■ > . . . ■ ' '- • I . * - ;■' -'- - - ^ ■■ J- '■'- '- " s :ii : :> 
to the iluw<*i\\:^\.»7., •• lir..* - i? ".. -.c:-: :r: .'-r ~2n: 
arc tlicy all — all h■'^•'.r/.r ;:.;•: r.v:-..." T..e -.;::*:.!p.T.en 
foiul oYdistirt-iiv.;..:: tl.r-.^jlvc- c:. \:jz f.-i! 1 of h'> 
ir. M:«ny di.cl^ wn- f.j';-:.: :a '^^*':-^ v.l.ilo the Con- 
llation \v;is up llic Stnii:.-. Tijy \v,.ic ii;': :.c rally wi th- 
an v diNislniiis co.i>f.v|i:ciice<: Ijut, uhcn ^vo wore at 
yri'»a, «'^c of the most dcspL-nitc and shocking a lV:di*s 
:his kind took plare, of whirh I iiave ever heard. 'Hio 
ties fought with ship's pistols, a^l M\<i i\?Xaxv«i ^S. wvVj 
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five paces from each other, under the engagement that 
if the first fire missed, they should advance to a second, 
and place their pistols breast to breast The pisiol of 
only one of the combatants went off, and its ball passc'd 
through the thigh of the other, mangling the flesh and 
shattering the bone in a most dreadful manner. Five 
months afterwards, when we left the Meditcrranea!i. the 
poor sufferer was still on his back, and if he ever recover*, 
will be a cripple for life. 



Immediately on our arrival at Mahon, the Constella- 
tion was hauled along side of the Navy Yard. She w.? 
stripped and underwent a thorough <<ovcrhauh-' In 
this state of tilings, I applied to Captain \V. for pc-rni:*- 
sion to live ashore, which was kindly granted. We re- 
mained three months in Mahon, and the result of mv 
observations there will be recorded in the following pagw 
of tliis chapter. 



I am not about to present the reader with a table of 
statistics, or to rtigale him with an elaborate f\{)osition 
of the state of sociolv in Minorca, but will nierclv throw 
out such detached facts and reflections, as occur to me in 
regard to thci resonrres, rharacter and manner** of the |)C0-* 
pie of that island. To a citizen of tlie United States, where 
plenty smiles in every vilhii!;e and hamlet, one of the r:.'?t 
striking contrasts it ])r('scnts, is its c-xln-nie pijv»Tty. 
Proofs of this meet you on all lianil**, and in t v»tv >hjpc 
You see them in tiie number of mendicants :!..ii ir^wd 
the streets, in the modes to which manv of tlir ii.!ialii!ar/J 
resort to obtain snbsistenee, in the fare to wl.jrh il'.'V i:*: 
obliged to siii)mit, and in the low |)rio<-<;ini\<il to i:.:.:!! 
labour and doniestie services. As y<i'i |):i>:^ thro :'.:'i 'r.c 
town, hosts (^I raiined boys, wh«»se pertinaeilv u** p-: .*ii 
can overeome, i'ollow you from stn'et to strtc-t, ui!h f.icrt 
wrinkled into a thousand shapes of wo, ;iiid w il.h iK- i?.- 
cc^SiUii whining ery of «*()lVuer. a;iv(t nu' oi^c pe:.:jy for 
(la bread — I say, olViecv, ^v\e ii\t uvw;. \«vi\\\\\ ." Then; i? 



ther class of liei;cnr« cim]Zi"'^^L c' .-: "tti*^ 33*1 "**".- 
1, wl.L'. ir-:»Ti. itn* jr iiiim::— Hr» _:. ■>* if t./tl, iri 
•efore reL-jT neceasiiJi!::. -• '.-i :.. -- -.. -: izrrf* . r 
tng al-^>. TriiitiL art ut ?-. -ii^:-.- -.: •v^r.-f /i' zir 
rch hoLLjiys. Th*'T ^ i- :: : .^ . ,ir*, ,^ras-^7 
tins onlj lie ItnLnem vn. r. .:.i - _- i:i,'T^ Tr.jf"" 
cr c:::t-r. bui "teli "ditiir ... - 'j:' :•--.— ir : .*z:S^~:z 

lioul ; a: "Ji*- fBim* "_.r.it :• .. ■; ■ ;.v 7*--f-x C^ 

y fi.ir t:.t ^h't nl "_-:■: ..: : lih i.^-.. — : ~.-':::^* 7; 
hoLOur of iiiL*. :o-_,.': .«.' ^ii ^ :*.... ^'.._ -. j^tt :i 
ter cjr: j:i,«r.i-i«!i. r. mua T»r axis:-:/! 0^1 ilss: ir.-f^ 3rz 
ilv lurrjfri fcWBT T^-.-.ir.Jin el niihL 

used iirr'j'MrL'jr \: vl l :.r . lie fr:n.-:— iT : i'; 
;\-hateveT '-.rr:- JUL I hlX" *. ; ra-^7 :/..:.:*-r:-: :. i- ^ 
noi see a i.L:z-:>5rr ic jr •- -.• iiiir- .'^.7 r.; -<' ■ i :i 
ordure in "Liit rwiii iir .:« i. —:•>*• .». *r..Tr '- 
iltiludes VI lilt 'iTitTh^i .- •. "r . . -::. ,tr z:-^'. ,:. 
sistence. b-ii l-u-^iT: i.ii,"." ■ ...-i t»: :*^ . :,.j';>'. •^i-..^ 
J n page ir. «ti,y ^ssiii-.'-iTJ '^i: Tif*^iii s^^ .^ .-. -^7 
;r itself TO •J'.-iiL- 1: >lfci!-,.: i:ii . • : --■ -t .' - 
jTy nearly all lie •::»r..--'-c \Kr,*yiit ir-» «:.^ .: ;r;i .-^. 
ad ; but I w« \z,i'.r"jf:^\ :• -u::ue:r./. -. ^#t 5. . - " 

- ■ ■ 

t in oiher pi2r:s cc Vj* .**.-.:*: i-.«»r* -..•^. - •^. 

y bread ;* biritj !;ix*rf- i.:^: v.^: .r* :.">:r- .r :.',' 
ill of those wh.j ctiric" :'.".i. -. »rr-. : . .-/-r-.. v, f.-» •.,.-- 
led to subsist kl'i'jiC tx.»— t"**;- .- i-r*.- '— -t iwi 
^etables. 

[n one of mv raxr.bl'** ^i*js • ' '1 w.- rv- ! jVK .r v •■ ij 
i came lo a plitt wlvert ='. '-..d t-cjl • li :*■:*-'' ■.£ i 
ne wall. I h^zz-A hlrr. :. . rtrr. wt. If^. :-.>-^i --tt 
was scoing: to dir.r.-:.'. aiC v. >.. . «- i.v i^v:.;. ::a: -,r, :r.T 
y to wa rii 5 M aho .1. Arr. ■.■ t - Vy >: ? . :*: t .-*.:- *: r-'^rie 
t, he said, ** There is my *.o::-':; 1 t.i. ^ - '-2 v> C-r^e: 
11 you dine with me?" I c-rcii-'.e:. '!';.•: Oi-i g-.-r/Je- 
n insisted, and I at leni^h yi'.i J*.-i. T.'iO tio.e was 
old bench resembling the n:ovaLile sc-jia in some of 
I Bchool-houscs in New England: and ihe chairs were 
ler benches of the same kind, only a litile lower. The 
incr consisted of a small loaf of brown bn*ad« a bowl 
vegetable soup^ a bit of old sausage, and a lltUc cliccsc^ 
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with tlie common red wine of the country. An old rusty 
knife and fork, neither of which had a handle, two or 
three broken plates, a tumbler and a gourd-shell, consti- 
tuted tlie whole furniture of the table. As the reader 
may guess, I ate but little, but I thought the more: and 
I could not but be deeply aflfected, as fancy pictured to 
my view the multitudes in that rocky and sterile island, 
who were accustomed to sit down to a worse dinner than 
even that before me; whilst in my own loved and happy 
land, if inquest should be made from the northern bound- 
ries of Maine to the soutlicrn Caj)c of Florida, and from 
the shores of the Atlantic to the Valley of the ^lississippi, 
the family could scarcely be found, who were obliged to 
submit to such fare. The old gentleman's family con- 
sisted only of himself and his wife. I was touched with 
tlieir unailcctcd kindness, and the patriarchal simplicity 
of tlicir manners. They did not seem to dream lliat the 
dinner to which they had invited me, was not a dinner 
for a king, and they expressed a thousand regrets that I 
had not a better appetite. It is but justice to add ihat 
my kind-hearted host positively refused the slightest 
remuneration for his hospitality. 

The statement of a few facts will be suflicient to show 
the cheapness of labour in Minorca. The servants in the 
family where 1 lived, received but one dollar per month, 
and this is the usual compensation for common servants 
Nurses receive one or two additional />r.yf/^/*. The mak- 
ing of a suit of clothes, when all the trimmings are found. 
is onlv seven dollars; and the fmest calf-skin lx>ots sell 
at tliree dollars the j)air. All other labour is propor- 
tionably cheap. Nor is this cheapness of la!)our the con- 
sequence of a corresponding cheapness of the ordinary 
articles of consumption. All foreign goods sell at enor- 
mous prices, and provisions are for the most part much 
dearer than among us. The low juice of labour can re- 
sult, therefore, only from an excess of laboururs, and a 
consequent necessity of labouring for a trifling cumjK.*n- 
sation. 

The poverty of Minorca has grown directly out of the 
combiDadon and tram ot cucMaiaUu^e&^ta which it has 
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jeen subject. Fixw. of ul*. iip vii. jnfirc v ~ v:!$^^^^- 
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srealth. WhateBrar opui^i'-T' r zij?c 
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the Barbarv Pyw»rr uin 
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countries ha?' b«tt in/iihir«»r. i»- •-- '-r^** ^ - 

source of Tiei hi ttrwi" uj. ii* - v .• - *^- -- - ^-r* 

of increasiric trisr infw»r*^- -^-- 

tom from tLt y^anKtuz. — *tj« ■— ;* 

is gradual! J waflfiur f-^v- -^r-»sr - - ^.^or^- ■ --.-* 

made u{X« }t,'Aiei lisf^r-'- r-.T'-^- * »" .\- - -■'►- ~- 

and a licentjcrjii jrifisrirr.-: rr^.- -- =. -^4^* . -. 

ine in laxurvjw id»^»*«w. rr-.* xi-*^r : r -'-- ' -- "' 
AVcre h rji** iw '/-r *-. -.?<"— /i an*- • - -- ■ r*- 
aent from Tir^'ju y^'- ■■ ••:''•' ^' :^r*.v ." -^ 
in Mahon. M:2>yr» "ir ■••■■• *>» ' ^m^t^t^. ■ \r-'-" 
abundance, zticmsl -/-.ri?-. :rr. v--'-»^" -• - • "•'• 
apricots, r." •->-.••..•». '.-ij: ■■!.• r »rT. .-.' •.■-..> -;• .- • 

and vegelfclfjerf. ir.i*. iii» TUV7i«-; -^s-^:--:* -i *-.-':>'-rfi .r 
these COmmCii-^rtf ■^—m .?i» ••saw*:-; ■.-;-' ■ t: ^v -•'-.- 
hon, is WArly ir. V:i' Il»rs ifr/ '.Ti* . ;..-tj', '* ■.• i- :»• 

made i n M .r^rra .•♦ u' w •-:. •.•»-: ■ «»-"• r • ; -'i . . : ■ an '. v : ■ iv *• 






The poT«:?rT •/ vi» Mi/ivftifc i:*"*^!' -I'J-t'- " '■^- -* 
not pxa t er U-t .-. v »*^- v f i'.»n- • 1 'j*. />:::« 'Ji* . r.* * ; * :• . V: • i. n i 
neglecte^i. 7r>t M •i:ir';4/ ii'.Tr*--i-t» -* '.*'•»" '.a.-j:'"' i-' i-li 
Andre^vs, in h\* H.«.'/n 'jc JL ^rv . •■». . 'j^'jitj-*:* - i> 
gether wii.S t>yt i.bj*?^.* '.'! Mi'ivm ;'i'. Ca'-ij'.»T..fc- i: 'Jt 
essential! V tliC sa.-r**: tiu*. vi»: •> '. P:v*. *:ivs- iancJSif^ 
It is certain! V not uLr--t.':iLj Jr. .> v.!.:.:.*. MitLv o-f our 
officers. I !e&ow. thiiik difftreL'Jv: bjt :f trjer would 

' ■ mm 

Bve a more careful atterjtion 10 it when spoken, I am 
inclined to believe their opinions would underoo the 
sane change that mine did. Vl *\*, \ ^wAft^ >^\^^ xsr^ 

VOL. /. 14 




TWO TEABS AKD A ttALV 



Upled to satire and the exprenton of riokftt e 
tions. It has a grammar and dicliooBry, but in tt> r 
cjples, I suspect it is a riidis indigestaque mote*, \ 
out much rorm or comeliness. Its basis is the Sf> 
and Italian, but it has recently been cpnsidcrably n 
fied by the introduction of French and Eiij^hsh tt 
It has few books, and tliose all on reli^^us subjects. 1 J 
should except from this some unpublished romiMMotiaai, ,1 
chiefly poetical, of which I hnt'c hcani, but ncvrr fcca 
I have seen several manuscript songs in tJ)e Mimtnx. 
dialect, not altogether destitute of elegance of biigujL(- 
or poetical spirit. 

There are in Mahon a few schools for boys, in m 
however, only the Spanish language ami the aitnpli 
elements of education are (aught. There is also a piibl 
school where tlie children of the poor are receivtal g 
tuitously. About two hundred attend it; but i 
ducted in such a way as to be of little service to ii 
claries. One mathematical school tomplctc* the Utf ■ 
means for obtaining an education enjoyed by I 
Girls in this respect stand on far inferior ground, 
very few, of this sex, except those in the higher d 
learn either to read or ivrite. There is but one • 
in Klahon, where the mental improvement of f 
tile object, and even there reading and writing are ahoa 
all that is taught. There are others, useful ccnainly tiki 
commendable, where the children of the poor are laa^ 
to work. Strong prejudices exist in Uic minds of n 
intelligent gentlemen in MahOD against female c ' 
lion. I have heard it gravely conti-nded that w 
have no business to learn either to read, write, or a 
accounts; that their duties are wholly of a dam 
nature, and that tlieir education should be limited (i 
making of ragouts and the darning of their 
stockiugs; in short, that they arc incapable oi oM 
intellectual cultivation, and therefore it wouhi \k limr ^ 
money tlirown away to attempt any thini; of the 
How would my own fair countrywomcQ bke to I 
such doctrines as these preached up? Muxie and dun 
constitute the chief part, at \itc v:&>ua(at>Tk ttC tin a 
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worth reading, was usually a moral 
id from the wise sayings of eome celebrated 
losopher, and planed as a motto on the first [taijc. I'hik, 
like all other publications of the kind, was abolished the 
moment the late French revolution was sjioouMcd at 
Madrid ; and, in the matter of public journals, as wdl u 
many otherthings, the subjectsof Ferdinand theScnnll) 
are now infinitely worse off than the slaves of Sullw 
Mahmoud. To possess the Constitution of Spain,* 
express one generous sentiment of admiration at ■ 
exalted patriotism or of regret at the molaticholy (atel 
the gallant liiego, the great leader of the liberal party!] 
the last Revolution; these things are crimts, that a ' ' 
tlie persons guilty of Ihem to immediate death. 

Such is the present misguided policy of the S _ 
gOiTrnment in relation to the liberty of the presti and d 
freedom of speech. It is a policy that can liavc no otba 
influence than to cover the land with darkness, to drf up 
the living springs of virtue, to check th<; upward ufin- 
tions of the soul, and to wither the energies of (Iti; natton- 
In a conveisatlon with me on this subject, a respcctab^ 
gentleman once said, Senor, la liberlad lUt culto y ih I: 
imprenta es la tnadrQ de la ciencia, de las arlrt, d<i 
comercio, de la iudustria, de todo lo bueno ; en lin.- 
palabra, es la fticnle de la prosperidad y /tUniiad n-i- 
cional* ** In the United States," he ciontinnird, •' y">- 
have all these, but here" — and lie shook hi» lu-ad, w U 
death lurked in the utterance of the obnoxious tnitfa- 
It was a silence more expressive than ivunlii ; (or ti 
showed the power of an opposite system of things r 
over enlightened minds. If such bu the effert of the i 
tering of the press, and the establtshmont ol' an exdtu 
religion on mmds tliat have felt the genial and cx|»im] 
warmtli of the sun of science, what must Ik their tnl 
1 tlie vulgiir mind — that mighly tii«ss of darkoew, 
' only by a few feeble and flickering c 

r, the liberty of conscidice snJ of Ui , 
of ttie uti, or coinmrree, of induBUv/of ncty tUovB 
a word, it i* ibc fouuuis of luiiouu ppwyg wy aad fei 






of its blessea li^t ? The 
mer attachment to the Ccizr^ zr Xjarm 
means of forming aometh-'-g J~&^ i ij p'i yL : ^j^jtrr. it: 
that matter,^-on anotbis -.^i-uat.-i se-i ;. a& * ^- -..»rt> 
is not a king in Earcipe- v^': -rv.--. s^ -,^ f .. -4^ u 
hare his rieht arm ^^:z. z£. - :- ZLtfr.sr^snii u> . ...wtr. 
States could be blcOEii '.':j. v.' -.riF;^-':-'- ' -. .-rratftf: 
some surprise at sucL ^ -y^.^^ar-'j.^-.i. --."_-. j*. ■.i_::.«r- -. r 
rejoined with empbasij. - J^u»r --■. i..' -. . .- .. — •^^- 
public8 are a bad odoi:? LI -:f^- liliT.* -!: . rr.-i^->--. ..•;.:- 

As a further prxt: "ite:: ij> ^^n-:*- x-" '■^- 

" loves darkness tesa::**^ i!» 6s*r. .- ^r-. c 1. j. 

mentioned the obrirjr^'joi ?v-:-l: ■ l.--.i-- _-. i.;. • r 
of the professlcz. '-•: ^-^ 7 li* .-_.?^.-- xas t^jsi .-». -.^ 
largpd that it cancr'.': •>: v.-:: ;^.•:^.•r^ .: jur t^r. ■:.>.. .• 
ten years, and dcca i'l* y^rv,'.^: v. :,••.--,-<::; j_-r..-ac: .^.i. 
haz:u-d the expKCide 'a »rj;*r-i:^ .y.-: :«>«;. v^^'v^. 7 :!•. 
government i* tfrtj. 'jc i:i- ,::.-•■ -rr-?:./-?: •^iij « ^ «;.*c;- 
cia, and, I btLert- vr.^^ ^: uUi<^ po.'^- j, u*'. i-iiijc*j\/i:- 
were closed ozi rljk Lrv. .'St^^.tiK'-i'^ -j u* >i^:*-.. :cv w 
lution ; the forniw r*r:::i.jLi»;'- j>jifc«rf--.j; wuif: •».» j^:. !>. 
Mediterranean. 



I once hearr: h fawriiuus-v ivniarjiec t»v i S;i««:.-.a:t . 
that ** there w2l» & vas: owi. vf •♦liij^iui ua*. iiiii*. 1:1^' uii,* 
in Spain ;" aiic 'jj*: r»rbu:*. *.»' ii-j* utis^rrvaliuut 1- * 1,^/:-- 
viction of the itj'^j yf : ;b f^jjiiwi;.. at lar a^ i". ivuuc." iv 
Mahon. A laxzLurr..::v \^'^'. ii liuiuiiiliv it^bui*. I'vii b^^il. 
a state of societr ;it I ii^vt aeb'/nijco : Out lint ir iaj>\ all. 
There are various oiritr ca'JStt : and linf. uijc lutcuiutft 
among them, are tiit iziafe'^utrracies kep'. vx^, crjf i!.|f Umt 
Carnival. The^ exert a m^s! c;^iii^-cJ)/Ji<j£: iutii4«ji«<x' uii 
the heart and c^ondu'/L 'J'iit-y uii- iiui. J wilj tvnlfi»b. 
quite as l>ad as I had expff.'i(ja. McKit-eii v ii$ iju^ uiloj^t- 
ther/7f// C5^, when ilie IIia^k i^ jntt on. Iiidc-c-cl. j»iO:<i ol 
the more resjxrc table JJe^^oIi^ of W)i text*. wi,u I'liend 
them, go unmarked. Bui ii i> a dcK-iriiic liut ]L-^^ true in 
philosophy than in religion, that "* KviJ coinniunicaiiou* 
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oonopt good imiuMfB;" and it is equtlly eertain fliMlMr 
unwamntable freedom both of kngaage and ^'imihtiti^: 
allowed in these assemblies. Purely repQUiean, 
fiorey as tibej are in their principles^ may the day be 
distant when they shall become coomion among osl 
shcmld regard their prevalence as among tkie 
proofs of a dereliction from the purity of our fiiwifsthsni 
I have called masquerades republican aaemhlies^ and 
tibej are in the strictest sense of the term. The ~ 
est distinctions melt away like wax beneath th»\ 
▼ading spirit of equality, that gives life and flai 
the entertainment The lowest and most loathsome pn^ 
titute, raised from her degrfided state by the macic of a 
mask, dances hand in hand with the daughter of the OMMt 
respectable citizen. The sexes dsnce^ waltz, em hiasi^ 
ogle, promenade; nay, think themselves at liberty to i»> 
dulge in an unwarrantable use of the tongue; and 
sh^ answer for the power of human passions, 
under the burning suns of Spain, to resist so many «H 
ticemmits? Who will doubt that many a female has Wi|l 
in bitterness over the hour that initiated her into the tuf^ 
teries of a masquerade ? These assemblies furnish IM 
thousand facilities for carrying on amorous intrigues. 
Married ladies, who have illicit amours, after their hn^ 
bands are in bed and asleep, steal out of their houses tD 
meet their enamorados at die masquerade balL 

I will mention one or two facts of a difierent chsna* 
ter, which, however, will go to illustrate still fisther tkt 
state of society in Mahon. No young lady ef a 
able family ever goes out at night, and rarely during As 
day, unattended by either her mother, an aged seimf 
4Nr a near relation. When she receives a visit from 
gentleman, if she happens to be alone, and has any i 
f/urd for her reputation, the first thing she does, is to 
m some other member of the family, to prevent 
suspicions. The slightest intimacy between two _ 
of difierent sexes, is suspected; if they are togelber 
hour without other company, it furnishes ground SHri 
iident assertion; and a young unnuurried ItSjf whesh 
consent to walk out at vlv^X with a yoiui|^ 
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Minorca are owned by the Monks of Mount Ton*, 
their selections in other parts of the kingdom arc exp 
creditable tolhe judgment of these reverend Padrti. 
well^ indeed, have they known how to choose the Ha 
portions of that fair realm, that, when Ihc tiberalisls _ 
tained possessioo of the government, and broke up At 
convents, declaring their landn to be national propotTi 
gentlemen from various parts of I^urope flocked to tM 
purchase of these spoils of fallen pietj. 

Considerable difference in public sentiment towani' 
the clergy, is observable in different parts of Spain, b 
the interior of the Peninsula, where the night of igno- 
rance ia most complete, the voice of a Monk is r^aratd 
with the veneration due to an oracle^ but in tlie MsboaJ 
towns and islands, where intercourse witli foreignen Im 
enlarged Ute circle of men's ideas, though the eWgy itSI 
wield a tremendous power, they enjoy far leas oniunltr- 
ation. In MahonlknowlhatpublicBcnlimentiiBtmncutd 
decided against them ; and the characters of many of tAets. 
particularly those of the monks, are not, it is to be battA, 
such as to entitle them to much resnecL It in, h u wcTfT. 
with Iho liveliest pleasure, that 1 bear testimony la ibc 
unfeigned piety, the high moral worth, the thorough ' 
tellectual training, and the sound political prindpleai. 
number of clerical gentlemen of my DcquaiDtaoev, 
Spain, Prance and Italy. 

The forms of the Catholic worship ore of ui \m\ 
character. Tho number of officiating eedeatuliei, Um 
richness of their habits, the numerous chaogm of hkm 
and tlie gaudy decorations oftheir tcmple8,-give ilaoii 
of splendour and majesty, which cannot fail to ciplin'' 
the imagination, though it may leave the heart untiiuchc 
The whining tones, however, in which the MTvio^ ■ 
chanted by the priesta, arc to me any ih't"<' >'"' ' 
■ Tbey would render it incomprchrn';' 
I ready so from being in Latin. Tli 
Iworship, in which lean sympalhiz'-. i 
Kthat is highly devotional. The rich toiu ^ ui it 
F Hral organ at Mahon fall upon the car with an 
w£Oncdvah\y solemn and elevating ; and in the '' 



igh in- 
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thsf prodace, you almost ikncy yourself listening to 
mtmam angel-bana, vi4iich, from the regions of mid-air, is 
pouring s flood of celestial harmony upon your ravished 
mofoL 

The Catholic religion addresses itself almost exclu- 
flhrely to the senses. Not that it excludes tlie attectionSj 
or 18 inconsistent with the fullest exercibe of tlmi minti- 
ment — the purest and loftiest of which our nature i^ naa- 
oeptible— denominated the love of God. Jiut iu rituals 
are so gorgeous and so numerous, tliat they oannot but 
liave a tendency to draw off the mind from what ib in- 
ward and spiritual, to what is merely external and mule- 
rial. There are, however, some points in it, wliich 
cannot fail to awaken the most delicious emotions of Lcii- 
demess, confidence and love, in tike minds of ti^uHL' who 
sincerely believe in their truth. Sucbiainong oUv^rs, is 
praying to the Vimn Mary. It is one^lf tlie mosi beau- 
tiful-features of Christianity Uiat its divine Founds 
mMj he approached with the knowledge Uut he caa be 
<<touebea with the feeling of our infii-micieii,'^ because 
he ^ was in all points tempted like as we WB.'^ With 
what peculiar fervour and confidence, theo^ must a wo- 
man^ who can do it in the full assuratice oi faitli, pouK 
her infirmities and her wants, iter fPOMl and lu^r anxie- 
ties, into the ear ef one whom she feels to be liei- sister, 
and who she believes is all-powerfiil io heaven! ilow 
sweet to the pious mother to commend her iufunt diild 
to a friend in heaven, who knows all Ibe fuluess of a 
mother's love, and all tlie intenaenesp of a UAother's 
anxiety ! With wliat sentiments of raftignation and teu- 
demeas must the poor widow, who earns witii her daily 
labour the dailjr oread of herself and lier oflspring, ap- 
proach the altar of the *^ blessed aaaong wsomeu,'' whose 
porerty forced her to cradle in tmaniser (iie infant son 
oTGod! 

There i#no denominalion of Chriftians ao punctual as 
the Catholica in liie discharge of what they consider tlMsir 
rdijDOus duties $ wfaidb are U> attend m^ 
holiaay % to anr ifceir pnyers monuAg and evening and 
ceafeas their Mg at leak iwf» a year Uitbbwriaito. Kl^kfe 
~ aCrob«rihefcdtwfaeatolkdfK«i«Ma%\F^lwK 
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erery Ca^olic doffii hii hat, ind trosses himadf i 
devoutly. If you are in the market place, you willaM 
tfiewhole crowd collected there, engn^ing at once in Owr 
GTening devotjons ; if you are io c<3mpany, no maBct J 
how loud or merry the conversation may be,yoa i'" 
perceire it instanUy huriie£lnto a low and coafii 
murmur, — the voice of U^bd player. I bare t 
people playing a^ cards BUBpend the game to say tT 
prayers, aud tpBikgo on as if no interruption had r 
place. When fliey have finidied their devotions, A 
Husy had before been converung with you Id the 
&mi1iar way, they will often ad4reas you with a Bwam 
nochea, Senor,* aa if you had just entered the room. i 
Many of those who are most punctual in theperiani-l 
ance of all the ceremonies of the church, are at heart*-' 
rant infidels. This I happen to know [mm roj fraqoal 
coDversations with Roman Cathodes on relinous n^ 
jects. They would not for the world have their itifr 
ments hreaUied into the ears of s priest — such is AA 
dread of ecclesiastical denunciatioc ; but when they tM 
do It in perfect confidence, they express their opnitNi 
freely and without disguise. There are more Voltaini 
*than Bibles in Spain. The priests themselres do DOI 
escape the infection of scepticism. One of my fiieadi 
in Mahon, who was infidel to the back bone, was ray 
intimate with a young and dashing cltrigo. 1 one daj 
asked him how tt was that he and his clerical friend kepi 
on such good terms. Do you ever, sud I, broach your 
real sentiments to him 7 His reply was, Nototroi Ml 
enlendemoaA 



What I have hitherto said of the people of Minoraii ' 
not, it must be confesfln, much to their pnuse. Ail 
have been holding up to view the dark part of the pi^ 
ture, I should not do justice to ray own feetiftj^^ I dil 
not unrol the canvass, and let the reader see what it CM- 

* " A good wgtit to you, rih' 
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pthnAi and amiable. Fallen as haman future iap 
jtni in its worst estate some g^onous traees id 
jinal perfection — some jwecioiiB rdies remaigipg 
lim U9 wreck. The Mahonese are eertakJ j br irf/m 
ning destitute of good qii^tie& Thej- mt^ kxod, Jjtcispi' 
able, simple in their maaaers, frogal, indvMrkrj^ mi 
paaerally, I believe, strictly honest Kor 10 tiiere as 
Mer dearth of good society. There wtm mumxij tuudyy- 
sent ffendemen there, nearly all ct whoaa are xma vf 
iberal politics. I was acquainted with a number ^ fi^ 
nilies, in which I could mend an ereoinn; as pfekMuvdy 
md profitably as on this side of the Atlantic Feuonalei^ 
t is true, owing to their want of education, do xi<A t^jm^ 
nmnd that respect, or exert that influeoee in ^/cU^r ijb 
Mahon, that they do in the United States ; but er<A tiiere 
they possess a native spri^tliness axni wit, wfaSefa is*j far 
towards supplying the place of mental eultiratk/n. The 
Spanirii ladies generally possess a vivacity and a pereep' 
ilm of the ridiculous, that leave the women of all other 
eountries far behind them. Some of the most briiliaot 
repartees I have ever heard, were made by tommon ser- 
vants in Spain. If the women of that country enjoyed 
all those means of intellectual culture, to which their sex^ 
on every principle of equity and good policy, is entitled, 
diere are none inthe world that would surpass them. 



The winter, in Catholic countries, is the season of piety 
and dissipation. The Carnival commences at Christmas 
and closes at Lent During its continuance^ the rage for 
amusements is at its height, and people abandon them- 
selves almost without reserve to the intoxications of plea- 
snre. Balls, parties, theatrical ^ttpresentations, masque- 
VideSy cards, &c., engross so imKh of their time and 
thoughts, that amusement may be said to be the great 
business ortife. During some of the last days especially, 
schools are suspended, police regulations relaxed, shops 
eloied, and business, properly so called, almost swept 

ray by the current ot mad hilarity, 
lere is a eustooi very preinletkl uol qtX^ ^Vlt^^s^ 
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Fbut in other parts of Spain, of dining in the eoantrrfl 
ing the latter part of the Carnival. It is called et v' 
fj^fo.* Two or three families generally unite, and 
tog Uieir servants or a jackass with the " good J 
that is to charm away hunger, thirst and the ** ^ 
tiiey go forth to light their sacrifices, and pour • 
libations to the Penates, in the open temple of 
These rustic entertainments are generally Kreatlj e 
ed, especially by the younger members of ibe fsaa&ei 
Sometimes they make a farm house tlteir rcndczvou' 
and for a trifling compensation, are permitted to spn^ 
their stores beneath its humble roof; but more comillo:il 
the eartli is thoir table, and the heavens their caooj \ 
The day ia generally spent in strolling tliraogh t^ 
fields, and in innocent but exhilarating sports. 

The family in which I lived, with two or three other' 
were once spending the day not far from our ship. Wi.-- 
my school hour arrived, I left them to go ard " tcadi :r 
young idea how to shoot " I had scarcely ail^'uxrd 
dozen yards, when I was met by our first lituteiia.- 

who said to me, " Well, where now, Mr. P* T 

my school, sir, I replied. " Poh!" nid he, "nn 
mind the school to-day. Let us take a stroll over ■ 
hills. These Spaniards are the hnppioM people 1 I'l 
saw." I told him that I could introduce him lo a mar 
croup, and immediately conducted him to the one I L- 
left He invited them all — a goodly geueration— aboor- 
had the larboard side of the gim deck "clouvd fir v 
tion ;" invited the young gentleman ond wardroom o^ 
cers to join the party ; and waltzes ajid eounlrj- (1id:t 
soon became llie "order of Ilie day." Thus my sch-.- 
was converted into a Iroiic, much to the graliltRtiaa 
the midshipmen, who ^ould perhaps have rvUsbed ir ' 
services more, if they^d been oftener empkijFWl is tl 
same way. 



• Tliis phmae doa not uimit of a litenl tnntUian. Rs 
a plain p&sluring ^rnund on the huik of • ma, bat bl 
ttteariM W dine itny wlieie \n ^« cq<ibU^ . 



] 
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*Aa the period of Carnival festivitiefl approached its ter- 
Buination, the people became more anxious to improve it 
They were in fact little less than frantic. The streets at 
ni^t were filled with mascarasy or persons in mask — ^in 
Biany cases men in the dress of females, and females in 
flUKt of men* — ^who went from house to house, singing, 
OUieing, leaping, and performing all manner of grotesque 
and ludicrous evolutions, wherever they stopped. 

But the last day of the Carnival, the twenty-fourth of 
February, puts the climax on all the others. Any one 
who had witnessed the scenes to which it gave birth, 
would have said that the demon of madness had breathed 
a portion of his spirit into the entire population of Mahon. 
The hills in every direction about the city were literally 
alive with the de vega dinner parties, that went out in 
swarms to bid a merry farewell to the God of Pleasure. 
Here you misht see a group threading the knotty bo- 
langera^ and were another going through the odd combi- 
nation of movements in the tmbMk^ fandango. But what 
rkinter is equal to sketching the scenes enacted at night ? 
was in every part of the city, and every where I wit- 
nessed the same effects of the universal phrenzy. Every 
grog-shop was a ball room, and every obscure lane was 
filled with persons, drunk with delight, and pouring forth 
the overflowings of their spirits in songs, dances, screams, 
and every extravagant act and gesture, which the excess 
of gladness could suggest But the great focus of Carnival 
excitement was at the theatre, where the public masque- 
rade ball was held. The people were there literally 
wedged together, so that it was impossible to pass from 
one side of the room to the other, without the utmost 
difficulty. But notwithstanding the heat and the squeeze 

and 1 leave the reader to guess what else — they 

danced away lustily till the beff culled them to mass on 
the following morning. 

What a. contrast did the twenty-fifth present to the 
preceding day! When I went out, I could scarcely real- 

• Tliii, however, it oontraiy to law, and those who so diagniise 
tbemielveiy are liable to be apprehended and thxQNitiSsnXo^^v^'nm'*^* 
VOL, J. 15 
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ize that I was in the same place. The universal gud? 
had given place to an apparent gloom equally geneni; 
the sounds of mirth had been hushed by the ashes of 
repentance; and the streets seemed little else than repre- 
sentatives of the voiceless grave. What an enigma ii 
man! How inflammable, yet how pliant! Plow appa- 
rently ungovernable, yet how easily controlled by ad^ 
quate motives! 



Persons, reading the above details, might, without 
reflecting much upon the subject, be led to regard such 
a state of things as unnatural; but I view the matter in 
quite a different light The human mind must and will 
have excitement, — excitement too of a high and intense 
kind. In England and the United States, this principle 
finds food in elections and romances; but in countries 
where the press is fettered, and people arc scarcely per- 
mitted to think, much less to converse on political mat- 
ters, it must look to other sources for its gratification. 
Hence the excessive, not to say unnatural, addiction to 
pleasures in such countries; and hence the proof of the 
uniformity of the great principles of human nature. The 
modes in which this uniformity of principle displays it- 
self, may indicate stites of society dilferinjjj tuto ario 
from each other. In the United States, for example, 
they involve no inconsiderable degree of mental culiure : 
whereas in Spain, they are not inconsistent witli the 
most absolute intellectual darkness. 



There were some things in the modes of intercourse 
and manners of the people of Minorca, which Mruck 
me at first as a little oufri ; such, for instance, as enter- 
ing the house of a person on the sliirhtest acquaintance 
without knocking, and remaining covered in the com- 
pany of ladies. \Vhen you call on a friend there, the 
first thing he says to you, is, cuhriLsc n/. [*• put on your 
hat''J and it would be a breach of politeness to refuse to 
do 80 in the winter, as you woxA^ \2mit^V^^ ohli^ him IQ 
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do the same. This custom has its origin in a regard to 
health ; since, as there is usually little or no fire in the 
room, to sit uncovered would in many instances be a 
dangiRHis exposure. Crentlemen often sit down to table 
in the company of ladies with their hats on. True po- 
liteness is unquestionably always and every where the 
same, having its foundation in that elegant benevolence, 
which seeks to communicate pleasure and avoid giving 
pain in the ordinary intercourse of life ; but its forms 
are scarcely less conventional than language itselfl In 
Mexico it indicates a want of good breeding in a young 
lady to refuse to smoke in a polished circle ; yet what 
could be more shocking to our nerves than to see a £ur 
damsel at one of our fashionable parties whiffing away 
with a cigar in her mouth, and filling the room with 
its fumes and odours? But the refusal in the one case 
and the act in the other would, from their oddity, be 
equally painful, and therefore equally impolite. 

At fashionable parties in ^lahon, it is customary 
£ar the ladies and gentlemen to remain almost all the 
timey except while dancing, in separate rooms. 



Tlicre is no nation in the world so excessively polite, 
and so lavish of compliments, as the Spanish. In the 
house in which I had my lodgings, I never knew a per- 
son of any rank or conditiun, uf rc'S|>cctab]e standing in 
his own sphere, to enter while the family were at their 
meals, witliout bcin^ invited to ])arti(?ipatc with them. 
When you enter the house of a Spaniard, properly in- 
troduced, he n<*ver fails to assure you that b(jth it and 
himself arc perfectly and always at your disposition. 
There is no end to such expressions as the following : 
Senary a qui iiene vti, una casa — cat a casa e.y suya — 
H lepucdo servir en nfi^o^ niunde vd. — Estoy siempre 
h su disjHMicion.* WJiatever may be meant by such 
protestations as these, both their literal import and the 

* " Sir* here you have a houBc— this houK iiyou»— If I can fenre 
]roa in any way, comnymd me— I im «\tr«y« «! ^oox ^bc^av^.^^ 
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perfect politeness of manner with which they are made^ 
are certainly very gratifying to the feelings of a stnnger. 
Notwithstanding the state of society in Spain is such 
as to prevent young ladies from receiving evop calls 
of ceremony from gentlemen in private, yet in company 
much greater freedom hoth of manners and conversation 
is allowed there than in the United States. Expressionf 
which would here he stamped with the seal of obscenity, 
are there handied about without reserve, in promiscuous 
assemblies of the highest respectability. Every one who 
has travelled much in different parts of this country, 
must have been struck with the difference between north- 
ern and southern manners, and the superior warmth of 
the latter; but even the generous and hospitable Old 
Dominion appears cold and distant to a person fresh from 
the society of southern Europe. 



The first winter we passed in Mahon, though mild- 
ness itself compared with our northern winters, was for 
that place unusually severe, and consequently produced 
a good deal of suffering. There fell at different periods 
a considerable quantity of snow, and several times the 
streets were so icy as to render it dangerous to ^o oMt at 
night — things scarcely within the memory of tlie oldest 
inhabitants. I was amused at the appearance exhibited 
by the streets of ]\lahon after a fall of snow. The bovs 
crowded them with snowy statuary. The subjects were 
generally religious, and their execution did nut ulien do 
much honour either to the taste or talents of tht-ir au- 
thors ; but I never shall forget one of the li 1:1 ires I «aw 
on one of these occasions. It was a female, whu^e ma- 
jestic form and graceliil j)roportions would not have da- 
graced the young iniaj^ination of Canova. 

Wood is sold in ^lahoii hy weijrht,' and at a very 
high price. Charcoal is the mon; ooinnion fuel, but it is 
almost equally expensive ; so th-.it the poor can x-arcely 
afford to have any lire at all. Indi'ud, a guud ciietTlul 

* it is sold in ll\e same Nk-ai')* 'o\\o\ct >\\<i Vk«:.^vi:mnean. 
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1 18 a thiDc ilmos: unkniiwt liiert. Peouk* pTfentf to 
pm- their houfes- 17 lUL-aiiJ (i:' iitu* '.-ua iire*. mack in 
7pa,OT brazier. ^ :.".!. ib T»ia'-**iL iwac tut •.•einrt- of tiie 
'in; butlhev sciiTc**' v ni;*.'* in* i*::iiii*friiTiin o: tiit air. 

» • • 

1 the Ihlle u^'JIi::i^ ci'.iie? 'jit>w. anmijt :n*fn-. giiU 
^rcring with iLt '.-I'J:.. ii Tiiissju^ tiiroir::! iii* 10 wt 
a cold monL:r:c vju vjuil u- v. !•"•,> k»^«. *rv»r^ sirwr: 
jd on each i^yjt "wiir. t rox^ u: "nest 'juptu. \}i^*:KZ 
re for the purpci«: o; icm'-ini; 'Jit toii- 



ilMiile-ve wer^ Ii virii^r '.luanert. tii«: crew w«a* 
ice penTiilTjed 10 co atiiyrt. ;l 50Il!:J■AI:i»;^ y: tweng'^ 
5 or thirty iridiricuLJt at t "-iint. Salior* -jt ttijurt 
feet Bacchatklje*--. arid irit ira'^jr c:ihjpTi'j*:iiiJ exo) 
rc often coziizii'ivj^'i L'v irien'i. It vat riV. uijcymniyo 
them, after havirig ?:;>e::: ti: •>!i*'iri:rj:j*:v. i*, b^ti. *ri«T 
ch of clothes ol tijeir •jarxfe. fiC rt'i-rL to '.nt s:;:;>, 
Tred with tatters a:jd nar-ciec w;;-, ur-iMA. irjtr*: to 
thrown into the brie- aijd aivrrward^ fiogffbd "»iiri the 
s. Notwithsiattdirje trie lilienies znxuvsa them, as the 
p lay close alone-side the Quay at the Navy Yard- the 
ilities for "taking Frtnch leave,"' as they term it, 
re so great, that oae or two midAJpmen were obliged 
be almost coostantly employed in searching for them 
shore. The mode adopted for finding them was this: 
Five dollars reward was offered to the Spanish soldiers 
every American sailor they would apprehend. The 
•ney was advanced by the purser, and charged to the in- 
'idual for whom it was paid. Not a single runaway, who 
s not found by our own people, escaped the vigilance 
Kluced by this offer. That the reader may know how 
3ng is the desire in sailors of getting ashore, it will be 
>ugh to state that neither this deduction from their 
fj nor all the terrors of a flogging with that dreadful 
urge — ^the cats — ^wcre sufficient to deter them Ifom 
ng. Some of them even repeated the offence, after 
nng been once punished for it in this way. 
The thirst of the old sailors for Jteng drink is insatia- 
u Without peiwnalobaerviddoiV^^o^^^A^^K^^*^ 

15* 
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have an idea of the force with which it acts, or of the 
ingenuity of which it is sometimes the parent;^-an inge- 
nuity, however deplorable in its consequences, often in 
itself vastly amusing. A black fellow, attached to the 
launch, one day brought off a quantity of the delectable 
beverage, disguised in the shape of sausages, ^\llen he 
came aboard, the officer of the deck, suspicious that 
there was foul play in theaflair, said to him, *< What hare 
you there, Williamson, in that bundle?" — <<Sausag:es, 
sir," he replied, in a tone of indifferent firmness, and 
with a sort of nonchalant grin, indescribably ludicrous. 

*^ Uncover them," said Mr. . He hesitated, but 

obeyed. " Hold one of them up," was the next onltT. 
He held it up. " Take your knife and pierce it. " Trem- 
bling and confused, the poor fellow obeyed, to the no 
small amusement of the by-standers; and the ^ocne 
wound up by his being taken to the gangway. I have 
often heard him say that he would at any time take a 
dozen for a quart. 

The following anecdote is of a different cast, but not 
less characloristic. On our passage from ^lahon to Tri- 
poli, in the Fall of eighteen huiidrc^d and twenty-nino, I 
changed my place of sleeping from the cockjjlt lo the 
gun deck. One of the carj)enlers was ordei-eil by ihe 
first lieutenant to fix my cot hooks. 1 laving cumpletcd 
his task, he came below to inform me of it. *• Vi-ry 
well, Martin," said I, << I'm much obliged to you." 
"0, not at all, sir," he replied, and started up the lad- 
der, but stopped before he had reached the loj): — '•Mr. 
, arc you going to sleep on the gun deck, sir?" — 
Yes. — ^*^ I've fixed your hooks very nice for you, sir." 
I knew what he wanted; but as what he had ilune wa< a 
part of his regular duty, and as I thought his allowance 
of grog as nuicli as he ought to drink, I preteiuhul nulio 
take the hint. Shortly after, I was standing bv one of 
the guns on the main deck, and looking out throuirh the 
port liole on the water. I^Iartin came uj) aud rt'r.t-.ved 

the attack in a differcnt way. "Mr. , " said he, 

seizing tiie rim of his hat, and bowing as graciou>ly as 
he knew how, " you're gromu^Nw^ ^v^vAVn^^sir.*' 
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Vuk quite sensible of it — ** You look miic.h hMihHMC 
d haDdsomer, than you did when you fir»l ounn^ 
oord, sir: I think you grow more handsome exwy dAy% 
:" What mortal is proof against flattery? Slormeil 
di this battering-ram, the castle is sure to fall. ** Mai^ 
,'' said I, ^you shall have a glass of gn>g.'* This was 
i ultimatum of his aims: he thanked me and xvalkisl 
^ ehuckling himself, no doubt, on the sureem of his 
sniDg; and I, being in somewhat of a eontomplalixc^ 
mdy was not less pleased at getting rid of him. 
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Anxious as wc had all been to get into winter qua^ 
ters after our tempestuous passage from Gibraltar in De 
cember, we were not less anxious to get to sea again as 
soon as the weather became sufficiently settled. Inhabi- 
tants of a restless element, sailors arc themselves rcsilea 
beings. By their roving habits they acquire a rovinc 
disposition, which soon tires of the monotony of a sta- 
tionary habitation. I fence that love of change and ex- 
citement, so characteristic of sea-faring men. 

Commodore Biddlc, having l)cen appointed one of the 
Commissioners to negotiate a Treaty of Commerce and 
Navigation between the United States and the Sublime 
Porte, early in December sailed for Smyrna, where he 
remained about six months. Captain Wadsworlh,lieir.4 
next to him in rank, of course had command of that part 
of the squadron, which remained in the lower pariof ihe 
Mediterranean. On the first day of April, eighteen 
hundred and thirty, we got under weigh, from Port Ma- 
hon, with the Ontario in company. None of us knew 
where we were going. This uncertainty as to their des- 
tination is the most tantalizing tiling to which men-o& 
wars'-men are subject. In the majority of caik*s, wbea 
they sail from one port, they are utterly ignorant ID 
what other they are bound. The first thing, thercfoft, 
as soon as they get a sullicient oiling, is to examine the 
compass, and see to what point it is directed. Conjec- 
ture and speculation then become rife, and the various 
probabilities as to her destination are weighed with greil 
skill and judgment. In this insUuice, we had all expect- 
ed to go first to Gibraltar, but the course given to llie 
ship soon removed all doubts, and it was ascertained that 
AJgicrs was our point of destination. 

It will be recoilecled by \iv^ xvi^^t >2c\aaL \3xU was the 
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period at which France was mom active tt. rri^..-.}- ;iec 
parations to attack Algierii. Tii^ <:;i^iru'/r. in^ K^i^^^ 
ed to sail from Toulon in si i*;v. v.^^»kJt Vii« *.'\f»si*:.V 
our visit to Algiers at thai tim*. v.^-^ u, «£/f. ->'.c .f -'>fc^;; 
Consul General to tlie liaruary Pow-jn. *: •^^^^-.- .;-.; 
of leaving that cit3\ 

The day after we left Manor., w*. frr^. »t*', T^^o-^.-r'ac: 
I beg the gentle reader wouic nu- %\:&r :^«;< tMtr* .^ .. ^. 
shocked by this auuunoiaiiui. . i^ji. ^:\:rjjj^ 'ui- ^.^ 
charge was with ** lire aiit v^fiyi^j' */ ^::i<ji^. ' : r.a- 
without "blood." Jt wai; ^i^'.-'^fJ.rij; w, u*« w« ■ .^^ 
languageof the proff^wsioi.. i ni<rf*. * B*»ii.'ri^ v' v.i ^.^u. /' 
or firing of them wjtri train- u. ':i»5»* I-'pt'j v' *-»■ ? -ir* v 
other matter that niiieh* ni<^< ':tjU^:'HA:*. *r i;** ■ ic-i- i#>«i 
long disuse. When cruszuii: Im/u j/->f •-♦. ^/-.fr ■« :i,'ii- 
ber of salutes usua'iy lif-*;(. nmo^r*.* t:is- *Ji^*^\:^ v «••»* 
cessary ; but it it ajvl-a\^ if^M/^i^. ic v^'it^^: u^, %'j.a a i' 

Esnerally the case ii. wjuiir* \\\x^v\mz^^ i»Ayi. ijigiei iv «-.*; 
Dgth of time " laic uyui. tip. sii':i^ ' 



On the evening o.' (n* tnm u^ A^/fi . w<. u&tf'^i iu< 
coast of Africa »junMU«;?iiii»x u Iip. «^dLV\uic u^ i*ij;»i;ir^ 
having been heuu'^i uf ou* «;uuf«^. oumh}.' im «ui\ i/y 
contrary windb. A* m^ii' ^< \%i:it u<;«>«iiiii^ '^i tifi, 
ibllowiDi; D:cirning i i'U" *'^' i'*^<^<i'^>i«*- i/tt^;^i. frj/'au^ 
up from liit 'jitK*ua?(.. «iii( t^* iitjf oip «i! tu*. niua' «a«^ 
llghtfui dav'fc biuit u< i*!.|i.>\ <.'( (iiiMii;: Im wtiij**. *:iuia0:. 
Toe heavens v\i^*-» v*. i Tiuir i (.'iuu' . jnf. tii« mt:^^'/^^ 
that fanned 'j*.:r fc,* »,«^. .vii w \itt. i/.iiji o' r»iii;iif - i^«;n. 
loaded w!*.r. lii« .'•i'j;?iMif i «r! ii:i tnuustifi. Iiu»\<;*b, 
The ptie^ of .'i'-fi'*;. '.'i* jjii.'.s* i.-anuu' u* niui*. j^tan^lu' 
or Pefl^e*"?!:'!!: to "in. '.•■i'x»rlii:». »*iii. ii,i: umi^' u«;iM slom;!,- 
ed bv Uj*r ?i'-r' .rit h:»U';':w u' '.in 'i»- !•«:••.. '.iiai w<;*i. lnf;b*. 
vernal lk:^v•^ r.if u* -mi'' tt-j\i i- ^v- ur. V Ji», OiiUi'iC 
eantr up a^J^^:u^{*. '.}' ll^ \t\ki '.'.i« '\^'. Mii;>r btutou ft:iui<|^. MOt 
by sJdt. ri»:iif.v ;-... lu-;. 

We uri\•i'^ yil mt r.i'v HfjMUi lunjt o't:lo«*i(. P. M. 
Algiers wab ^t U:i.* iiiut u.ut-Kuaeu by tiit Frt?ni:h, but 
we taw botiiJHg; oi tiit biUf.Lauiu^M^UM&x^ju^nsi^N^^^'^ 
iario ran w aad caxzjt to an auciiur clkoiK >uiARS ^^ "^^^^ 
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of the town. The anchorage there is not veiy nfe for 
frigates, and Captain W. determined therefore to run no 
hazard, but stand off and on till the Ontario should come 
out This was a great disappointment to most of ov 
oificers, but we mustered up enough philosophy to en- 
able us to submit to our fate with a good grace, and 
consoled ourselves with the hope of better days. We 
several times stood in sufficiently near to obtain a tolenbly 
distinct view of the city by means of our telescopes. 

Algiers is said by some travellers to be built in the 
form of an amphitheatre, but the appearance it presenti 
to a person viewing it some distance out at sea, is exactly 
that of an inclined plane of white marble, variegated with 
veins of a brownish colour, in the shape of an acute angM 
triangle. If it had a good harbour, it would be one of 
the iincst situations in the world for a great commercial 
capital. The declivity on which it stands, is so steep 
tliat almost every building is distinctly visible as yoa 
enter its port ; and the country by which it is surround- 
ed is one of unc(|uallcd beauty and fertility. Il is cover- 
ed witli a great number of villas and ccuintry sseats, to 
which the foreign Consuls and richer citiz(*ns retire in 
the summer months, to escajHJ the heat and tihh o!" ihe 
city. The; Dcy's garden is about two miles to ihe nurth- 
ward of the city, and near the water's edm?. Siin from 
tlic deck of our ship, it looked like an enchanting .^jiot. 



Algiers was formerly called Mes^ana. h reccifrf 
this n]tpelIation from a distiriguishnl AtViean f.iinily of 
that name. Its present name is derived Iroin .JZ-Jviant 
an Arabic term, sigiiiiyiii^ //re i.slantf, Thr nriuiiial town 
was built u])on an island, now (Minnrctetl with the mail 
land by a mole, constnieled by Ilayradin, a sun ul' the 
celebrated Hari)aro.ssa. The niolc is in tin* rur;ii ofa 
semicircle, and the Jiarbour formed by it, which I U;licT8 
is wholly artilicial, is only one hun«lred and thirty f^ 
thoms in dc])th, and eighty fathoms in breadth, beiof 
much smaller than the Piraeus at Athens. It is defended 
by a casilo with three baV.\fi,tvQ«)Ns\\\Ocv«ftXN^« Uie double 
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purpose of a lighthoufle and fort. There is another fort 
at the south end of the island with an equal numlH>r of 
batteries. The walls are twelve feet thick and very high. 
They are flanked by square towers. There are seven forts 
or castles without the walls, the principal of which is that 
bailt upon an eminence above the town, and completely 
commanding it. The city is from a mile and a half to 
two miles in circumference. There is sqid to be hut ono 
street in the whole of it The rest are dirty lanes, so 
narrow as scareely to allow of two i)crsons walking 
abreast in them. 

Some writers think that Algiers occupies the site of 
the Icosium mentioned by Ptolemy, but I)r. Shaw is of 
a dlflerent opinion. He believes that Icosium stood tipoii 
the river Harath, the ancient Savus, four miles to the 
southward and eastward of Algiers. 

In 1775, the Spaniards made an unsuccessful attack 
opon Algiers with large forees both by land and sen. 
£ight years afterwards, they renewed their atliMn]>t at 
conquest, but with similar success. Since our visit 
there, as all the world knows, it has undergone the most 
important revolution it has ever experienced, and Is now 
a French Colony. The events of the war by whirh 
that conquest was achieved, are too fresh in the recoll(*n- 
tioD of the reading comitlunity to need any repetition. 
Humanity rejoices at its issue. Europe and the world 
had too long trembled before a paltry den of nuscre- 
anta But whether the French will continue to retain 
ponession of Algiers for many years, is extremely pro- 
tlematical. They never can make it a great comm(!rcial 
emporium, owing to its want of a good harbour ; and the 
people of the conquering and conquered nations are so 
diverse from each other in habits, prejudices and reli- 

E, that it is impossible they shonid ever conlcsnc;. 
only obedience the Algerines will ever render to 
fbe French authorities, must be exacted at the point 
of the bayonet A garrison, amounting tr) rpiite an 
&nnjf is now stationed there, and must continue to be 
•litioned there, in order to overawe the inhabitants and 
koep them in check. While we Tem9Afi»iL\u>Xv^^^>!- 
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terranean, every fresh arrival from Algiers bn 
fresh intelligence of rencounters and massacres in th 
fant colony. Taking all these things into considen 
it is at least doubtful whether the French govemmen 
not come at length to regard it as inexpedient long 
retain possession of the conquered territory at su* 
immense expenditure of human life. Should they, 
ever, ever abandon it, they will unquestionably fir 
move all the valuable ordnance, and raze the fori 
tions to the earth. Algiers, whether retained bi 
French or not, will never be what it has been, th 
ror and the tax-gatherer of Europe. 



On the morning of the seventh, one of the Oni 
cutters came ofif to the Constellation, with infurm 
tliat Major Lee did not then wish to leave A I glen 
that the families of the Spanish and Danish Cc 
would like to take passage on board one of our shi 
Mahon. Permissson to that effect was ])ronipily 
politely granted by Captain W. to the Ontario. 

While the Ontaiio's boat was alonG^side. tiie Fi 
blockading squadron hove in sight, and bure down 
us. The crew were immediately beat to quarters 
the ship prepared for action ; and we were rea< 
pour a broadside into tliem at a moment's warnins 
lieutenant from the French Admiral boarded us, am 
a private interview with the captain. 

The officers who came off in the Ontario's boa' 
called upon the Dey. He kept himself shut up i 
castle, never venturing outside of the walls by wh 
was surrounded. He pretended to believe that al 
noise about the French expedition was a mere hug- 
cunningly invented by that nation to friti;hten hin 
such terms as they desired ; hut he said that, cume 
whatever forces they might, he was prepared to 
them a warm reception. He said that, having ; 
the French a drubbing, he intended to get the A 
cans to build him some ships, and chastise the F 
gueae. He presented a uuvubet ol W\\\yi^i&^ vkiih ai 
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of its sides, it must either have been ettsmm by theM% 
or joined to the main land, either of whiu time nf 
easily have accomplished. I am the more inclined I9 
this opinion, as it is known that there was anciently a 
small island in one of the harbours, on which stood ths 
Admiral's palace. Of this there ia not remaining at 
present the slightest trace. 



In company with a surgeon's mate and two midship 
men, I spent one day, not ^sitting," but wanteiag 
<< among the ruins of Carthage.'' The moment our boik 
struck the shore, I started from my seat and hurried to 
the bows, determined to be the first to salute the <' Ly- 
dian sands ;" but the doctor, following close upon my 
heels, contrary to all the rules of chivalry, pulled me 
back and sprang upon the beach before me. The reft 
of us were not slow in following his example, and, find- 
ing ourselves fairly on terra firmay we were unable ID 
repress our emotions, but broke out in I know not what 
extravagant exclamations. We were on a spot which 
Virgil's charming story had made familiar to our ima- 
ginations from classic boyhood. We stood upon the 
birth-place of Hannibal, Clytomachus and Terence : the 
scene of the two Scipios' glory ; the competitor with 
Rome for universal empire ; a spot, in short, which was 
twice the capital of Africa, and once of the world. How 
often had we panted to ti'ead upon those hallowed niinf ! 
And now we were there, not in the dreams of fancy, but 
in reality; standing perhaps upon the very sands where 
iCneas and his companions, their limbs dripping with 
salt water, disembarked and prepared their rustic meal, 
from the scanty stores they had been able to save from 
the general wreck. A little enthusiasm was cxcusahk 
on such a spot Not to have felt it, would have argued 
us " more or less than human." 

We were soon surrounded by some half dozen tawny, 

savage looking beings, who, like Venus in the habit oi a 

Spartan virgin, were ^^ naked up to the knee," wilk 

dirty white turbans on Xlbm Yv^aAA^ voii T^^gBMl flannel 
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Ithe busicesfc: r*^i.'^ -^J.^j^tJ^ W^ iVivSttv 
ed their co:::s. ':xii i-x-r^e-I irii-:r i^i■r^"Uv*. *a.l, likt: 
!«S ind Achaiei^ ivbt> 

onimeocctl our strv>li by laktn^ a (wlh hi-nv^vn twi» 
1 of barley, which led up to a hill not tar dt»td»( 

where we had landed. Thi^ hill Mr. Juuont n\A 
td very donfidenlly, took to W iho itilo of lite ivn- 

Byrsa, or Citadel, whith the crafty 'I^'"""'' 8"' 
aud of the rude aborij^iiies, Ity )iiMiiiiHiiij; ti> limit 

occupation to a spot whtcli could lio eiuinli'il Ity I 
9 hide. The tcmiile of yKscidiiniiis, into tli<! tluiuw 
hich Ihe f^ncrous wife of A^inilwl jtritcipitiitiid Itni- 
ifid her children at the sackiiin <>f liw uulivu city, 
I to have omipicd an el.;vuleJ mlt!, Nitd why 
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No Christian is allowed to enter iL The inteml 
Tsted and somewhat brokea, though not suSgiq 
to make it incapable of cultivation. To the nor 
lies an extensive valley, beyond which is aitotlM 
of elevated land, sowed wiih numerous country si 
which the various Consular families resident at Ti 
sort during summer. To the west, towards th« ' 
of happiness and the city well guarded,'" stre 
vast plain, which is backed by a range of lofty 
tuns, some distance inland. The whole pefUl 
covered with extensive olive groves and n 
grounds, where large droves of camels, goats, b 
sheep and asses n-ere feeding, alt tended by he 
according to Oriental custom, as no such tiling afl 
or wall to separate each other's possessions, s 
to have been thought of by the inhabitants of ll 
changing East." There were also, when v 
large lieids of barley and peas, almost ni)e fur tho 
Our guides plucked the green ears aaii aln thenij 
same time ofiering them to us, and pronouncing 
be buono. 

On the eminence to which we first directed a 
steps, I took out my pocket Virgil, and read 
count of j^neas's first arrival and entry into ti 
On such a spot ages seem to be concentrated inl 
^e moment. Thoughts and images uf oth«r t 
tn| rise, grandeur and decay of empires, with i 
accompanying circumstances, crowd thick, ^ 
mind, bearing it, as it were, away from itad( ■ 
ing it in the sere visions of antiquity. 

The fragments of marble found on this 1 
Mr. Jones states, richer and more numerous tt 
otlier part of tlie peninsula: but to conclude tt 
fact that it was the sile of iho ancient Byrao, i 
temple of y'Esculapius, or of any other iiarlteutar 
is perfectly idle. At this lime of day, no pr* 
old city, particularly Uic city of Dido,t can fa 

* Epithets applied liy tlic Itashftw of Tutii* la liia capiB 



fifid, exsest "iK "^m^h*- ^^^^^ jeb- iouiil :*▼? TniHf 
from tfce ■aacsra loinc >i£ JK ^emzauiiw trycr use j^uvcx 
smafl sbrt :i "ise -wTHBrsai^ TSse irc ft'^TsiEeea rf 
them, sx •:£ Troicn ir* in i ■niemiiie «aiB ji ^r-iser^a- 
tioQ, coGoinuiff aiil i iciiaiitSTiiaie luaiiiirj n -^rucsr. 
Tliey arc :ae inncr^ :eer in 'engn lad rv?QC7 m 
bresdih. Ct "^eir :r.i:iiji iepch. i: is imccsa'rie zc^ 
to judge, c^jii "a: -iieir beiasr jarnai'v dllec up -virfx 
eaith a::d oczer 5«if:scuice9L Thej are sepanievi froax 
each olfaiv by ■ii-ii wnlls, coated with stucco; are co- 
Tered hy \ c^icriziocs smb.: md the communicaiioa be* 
tiveen thezi is by r:i«uia of a corridor oq each side, ex- 
tending :h<Lr ^h-zle length. M. de Chateaubriand thinks 
that he diKovierei 'Jhe old harbour of Carthage, but it 
was our fcber judzment that his discovery existed no- 
where hat ID his own teeming and fanciful brain. We 
were net so fortunate as to see any of the submarine re- 
mains mentioned by him. 

Two or three miles beyond the cisterns, iavr^fU Ta- 
nis. there is a little village, called New (yj.n\i:r^*z. 'Lvw 
unlike the old I) composed of some fifteen or *.//«,..'.;/ .'lii- 
serable stone huts, without windows or flvyr?*. iinr^t •» 
Datives, dark, ferocious looking b«jinfr>, g3»ti;»r't:c ijv. '-.d 
us in large numbers, offering for saJe ''oi;-* ?r.v: :.'i3t'.iitri:'-e 
of sculptured marble. The men wer«: wnrv/v.-; y \*.^i-- 
ed, and many of the boys quitir r.^kvi. ^\. iv.w bu*. 
one woman, and all of us agr«:«r*i \}ji.\ i.:?^/:\ '^.c. *j\^. 
Quixotte or a Turk could eri'i';r«: r-»r5. Kv^:r\ -..j..^ i^- 
spoke the extreme of fK-;v»:r.y k.:^: •i*:/.'i»..tr.-v: .S*sas 
the village there is a Mc**>: j/^v^rv^ir-. : v' « *-.:j.\i»rx 
edifice^ almost entire. \jA v- k/.-: \'u:\ ^"v ... 
cecd in our attempt to •-.••AJt vf ;,'.*. '.trr *.? >^'.-. 
another part of o'ir rj ::-•.-•:. w^ 'j«---.i*. :. » .« -•' -"J-*^'- 
stones, which txt*ric«r': 6^^^••c. •;...*•. ■ ^' «»-»' 

which we tho^igr^t ir.^jc' *• >•.•^^ v » -n. ?.•. !■. . -n-*- -' 
the ancient walls. '/>•-«•_ Vj*: ^v-i.i,. :.i .. .., . ..,-... 
pass under \}i': :.*•-■ i^ v' '.•i* k^. ■ ; .»" '. * •'. n-'t- 
nificant and »jr.!v ^-.tr-bii . i.'.i'..> -. ijl- .....ij> •. 
of masses of r-vvist, uijC i :. i.j Vi..*:: * 
bits of verde knUf^Mk auc t>*.ii»;' iiMtrjA^^ JS j 
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shaft or capital of a column, nor any considerable fng- 
ment of cornice or architrare, is left to mark the site oC 
a single edifice, which adorned that seat of wealth, luni- 
ry and splendour. There is indeed little remaining upon 
the ground, which recalls very forcibly the shade of that 
mother of commerce and queen of Africa. 



Such are the present remains of a city, which, in the 
days of its glory, was surrounded by triple walls, num* 
bered a population of seven hundred thousand souls, and 
was no mean rival of the '< lone mother of dead empires;" 
— a city, which once counted among its territories the 
whole African caist, from the Altars of the Philanii to 
the Columns of Hercules, together with Sicily, Sardinii, 
Spain, and the Balearic laws; — a city, the canvass of 
whose vessels whitened every sea, and which exchanged 
the productions of its own ingenuity for the perfumei» 
the purple, the scarlet, the fine linen, the pearl and the 
precious stones of the East, and the iron, tin, lead, cop- 
per, gold and silver of the North and West; — a ciiy, ir. 
short, so extcnsivo that a connagi*ation of scventccu days, 
constantly raging, and fed by thousands who were caeer 
to <oe its term i nation, was scared v sullicient to consuiDi- 
it. It was the first time 1 ever stood upon the grare oi 
a mighty empire, and it has left an impression on my 
mind, which nothing can ever obliterate. 



On Friday the sixteenth, a party of us, consisting of a 
lieutenant J our sailing master, a siirj;i*oirs mate, several 
midshipmen and myself, left the ship immediately after 
breakfast, on a visit to Tunis. We wore anchored abojt. 
eighteen miles below that city. It was a day's work for 
the men to pull there and backa^ain, ami tlje Uijt'> • ri» 
tlicrcfore tuok on board a suflioient (piantity uf uj>.r. 
provisions and whiskey to last tliem till thrir n.f.rii. 
In proceeding up tiie Cioletla, we had on our ri^hi the 
Promontory of Carthage, and on our left a raniju of hidi 
aiid rocky hills, called Liecinan Leo f, which were brofeeo 
iato a thousand shapes o( wMYi^s& ^w^ ^^xv^L^mk. 
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msses through it, and connects the Bay with the Lake of 
Tunis. This canal is about half a mile in length, and is 
a work of great solidity and beauty. It has several lockfl^ 
not however for the purpose of ascending and descend- 
ing, but, as I suppose, for the collection cm tolL Men of 
war boats are allowed to pass in and out free of expense: 
The rascals who were in the lighten^ jostled us prodi- 

S'ously, and tried to get the advantage of us in passing 
rough the locks, but they got at least a loud scoldinsy 
with some menacing gestures, from theo£Scersin attend* 
ance, who were equally lavish of their compliments 
towsirds us; for they would often, with a significant mo- 
tion of the hand and nod of the head, exclaim, •America- 
nos bono. 

As there is a current setting from the Atlantic into the 
Mediterranean, so there is one from the Mediterranean 
into the Lake of Tunis; and as the waters of the Medi- 
terranean are Salter than those of the Atlantic, the waters 
of the Tunissian Lake are in like manner much Miter 
than those of that great inland ocean. It is doubtful 
whether tliis lake will not in the end become one va«t 
bed of salt, for there is now only a narrow channel in 
which the lighters can pass up, and the depth of water in 
every part of it is diminishing every year. There is 
known to be already in many places thick incrustation? 
of salt on the bottom. The fish taken in this lake are 
said to be of an excellent quality. The lake is alx)ut 
nine miles in length, and on an average from four to five 
in breadth. 



Tunis stands at the head of the Lake. About one 
o'clock we arrived at the Marina, which is Ijalf a mile 
distant from the walls of the city. The impressions 
which wc received on landing were not of the n^.o>t 
favourable kind, and the anticipations they awakf-ntii 
were in the sc-.jm-l but too faithfully veritied. \Vf jiro- 
ceeded some distance up a narrow canal, and the nauseou> 
effluvia emitted from its dirty waters and from the 
masses of filth piled up on each side and in every direc- 
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afirays took place among the semibarbarous populace 
assembled in the market square. One of these ren- 
counters would certainly have been very amusing, had 
it not too forcibly and painfully reminded us of the pre- 
sent degradation of that people, once so favoured of 
Heaven. A number of roguish Tunissian boys beset t 
Jew (as we supposed from their actions, for we could 
not understand a syllable that was uttered) for money. 
He refused them, and probably employed some provok- 
ing language. They then began to torment him by slap- 
ping him in the face, and while he was looking to sec 
who gave him the blow, tlie same act would be repeated 
on other parts of his body. His patience at length be- 
came exhausted, and he returned one of their blows with 
interest. This retaliating act set them on fire. They 
snatched his turban off his head, and stamped it under 
their feet. They stripped him of his girdle, and lore ii 
into a thousand tatters. They were proceeding in ilieir 
diabolical conduct, and would have left him without a 
rag to his back, had he not appeased ihfir I'ury wi'.r. 
money. Being then left in peace, he gathered up :).- 
tattered remnants of his dress, and marched oil", cps:- 
fallen and dejected, to deplore the unhapj)y coiiditio.'i ui 
his race. While the allVay was going on, all the in*lij:- 
nation of my nature prompted me to interfure in Im-::Ji 
of the ohjcct of this outrage, but prudence cliclatfil a •li- 
ferent course. When I saw the poor fellow reiiri.- irurr. 
the field of battle, and reflected that his was hut uu*- i-l'i 
thousand similar cases orcurring every day in dilirnr.t 
parts of the world, I could have w(*j)t at thou^lit of the 
miserable degradation of that peoj)le, wliicii was uiict- iht- 
light and glory of the universe. But did not tin- luur- 
dercrs of the Son of God exclaim, *• His blood Imj upon 
us and upon our children }■' How terribly has that \u\ *• 
cation been answered upon their posterity ! 



] 
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Our boat had been seen upon the lake, and wlien the 

citj gates were thrown o[)en, we were met by one of the 

American dragomen, yf\\o saXwVft^ >» n^t-^* ^AiwnRou*ly, 
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Balooft, dinaly lighted by two dirty liule binp% aiwl tmh 
'shed with cushioned divans. In one comer oTtlw r^B 
liere was a little tire-place, with the neccraary im^ I 
ints for making eofil-e, and on the walls were satfoA \ 
la number of dingy pipes. Immediately on cnlerimb 
i were surrounded by not less than a dozen uf lb 
BTes who arc doomed to toil in those gloomy abodt*- 
pd whose long gaunt ligures, swarthy compicxio^u. 
'eep-set eyes and ferocious looks, almost persuadDd tu 
i&t wc were among the imps of tlie lower n^giuiu. Sea 
Kyre were conducted into a small room ilcaipicd fat 
idressins. I'here each imp selecUHl his nun, pliuKi! 
a white sheet around his waist, uid gave him a pi ' 
of thick wooden soles with stmps near tlie rtmlrc, lu: 
which he was directed lo Uirust his fceL 'Hius aeis". 
tred, we were led into another apartment, heated to nc^ . 
a degree by steam that the first KnaatioQ wo C ' 
that of suffocation. It really seemed to ti* that wo o 
not live there five minutes, and some of the party a 
retreated, and could not be induced to return to n 
the attempt. All the pores in the body were «oanof«» 
ed, and a copious perspimtion commenced. Tbe mif 
tion of suffocation then gave place to a feeling of a i 
different kind, — a delicious lussilude, which relaxedfl 
muscular system, and diffused th^ou^tM>ut the wh 
frame an exquisite but indescribable pleasure 

After this initial steaming, we were takcji inta ■ 
where the tempcratnre was still higher. The »tooe p 
ment on one side of this room was a Utile elevated af 
that on the other, and here we were reouired J 
ourselves at full length. The fellows tnei 
shampooing us witli coarse cloths, which e 
they would dip in a bucket of map mdib 
had continued uiis operation awhile, Ihey "" 
and fell to cracking our joints most luatil 
duced > simultaneous and universal roar c 
our part, and we laughed aivay nearly 
3ngth which the steam had left 
Bjtacking joints wds a most singular 

r limbs and Uk&u U\\t\^ u^mv t 
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'" til. BC. - wn:: i. 
nziis&s. Tn ■ 
an: romiiitte. ir* 
^jy f i t inw ft: snzizDooxnr ^wm. ::jr<i&> oi b 
All txi» Bene -cnoe- wt 'w-r- imur* 

I.* If •rrrjtj: 

our lixnt&. aoc: nun&eir i: -whaga: i. win otmnnvf^ ul 
Hsrinc iRii vsiKBMK: Uh: nmxiamt tiimuifu^ v^r re 
turned ic txc tmmmf. r(Kni..aii. aI«: ! i ^B^l i^ U' u«: «uuu: 
iriwre "vvf xbe. nsv: -gngre^ Ttiw-^ t^shuhk v ui^ 
diraiu i^ hiaiiiseL icr siinu- im^: x: u^ tw . ^rtmr 
Xrkii^ ltzzune&. oofiei an: u*r ^iiiuuiitjiiK.. an*, uk;: ur. 
eood £rieiiaE- auieu. v^ii:. t iv^iuc t liuvvairr' 1011 
irhicr. couic fsarctr usv- M«r:. B*/*iMB»e'.. jmi' 
we joA escfaaneec tm accRruiuiu-. i. ui: 44^- n" i*». 
vigour of vDutL. 

A Torkiflh batii » reruimr uih u. Uf^. jstv^Msi' ivtx^- 
ries in the worid. Tut ^ uriis ^spiMrciaii- ««iiJA^r c lb* 
hi^ier dbflseft. insquentiy luuui^- 1: i u ftuOiAi. ^rJUMti 
as to ruin "dieir conBiiiuiJu:ii. aur L«riix«: u: |«ff»;uj«utf». 
old a^^e and death. Tm ifaLt>ttwiv«. lu: fOl*«B^ o '! i^riofe: 
ladies for the batii i^ auuDlHsst ic |iar u u*. «i«f-:L/uv0<. u. 
their seduded habitb. auL tueir eofMet^uen: Mr«u u «^ 
hilaratiog ai&ii9BnKsni&. 



On the foDowinp morning l>r. and atyy^H. dt- 

termined to make the most of uur siiori slay ai 'i'unici; 
rose at an early hour, put iu requittiliuii the lie^viu;^ ut 
cne of the dragomen, and weui out lu uke « stroll 11 1 ti*t. 
eity. The Doctor wished to purchase some otto of luttst, 
for which Tunis is famed all the world ovei, aiid \^*: 
therefore directed our course towards tlie street of tii«. 
baxars, or shops. This is near tlie centre of tite town. 
It is both the Broadway and the Pearl street of 'l^uiiit;, 
beiiig the only fashionable and mercantile street in the 
phee. Itissrdledovertokeepo^li^i)fctv^)%^^^^^»^ 

roMm L 11 
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wh) is u wide as the principal streeU in i 
cities of southern Europe. It is kqit comparatiTcl] 
and is strongly seeotej with the perfumes — ma 
etto of row* and jasmine — which are exposed for 
almost every shop. The shops are entirely open i 
B9 the large folding doors by which Ihcy are s« 
night, arc removed out of sight during ihe day. 
appear small, but most of them have lar^rc maga 
Iheir rear, well stored with merchandise of e^'Cry 
tion- The shop-keepers, large, fat, slock looking 
•nd many of them splendidly dressed, sit crosi 
on their counters, with a cup of coSee in Ibeir ha 
pipe in their mouth all the live-long day. The 
■re also the resort of fashionable loungers At a 
of the day, you may see a row of them lining a 
of the ttreel, whiding away with their long chii 
resting on the ground, and chatting as cozily 
creation were obedient to their nod. They' i 
very imago of laziness and self-complacency, and, 
dow plodding motions, often reminded ns of tli 
ration of the Jewish sage : *' The slothful fail 
hand in his bosom ; it gricveth him to bring it 
his mouth." 

We met with an adventure in our morning 
which, though it finally ended only in trortl^ 
time bid fair to have a more serious dmouemen 
doctor had put a half douhloon into the hands of 
Sjoman to purchase for him an ounce of otto t- 
Wliile the latter was bargaining for the perfume, 
the gold piece down on the counter, and cilbcr 
sign oraccident, prolubly the l.ilter, it got into li 
chant's box of wcighia. When they c^mo to ■ 
account, Uie dragoman insist!^ that he bad gj 
eight dollar piece to the sho])-keepcr, who as an 
nicd having received it. Diligent search wag i 
every part of the shop, the box of weight! 1 
An altercation of some warmth ensued hetwoea 
goman and shop-keeper, in which Ihc latter mo 
former of having secreted it about his pcnoo, < 
deffgn of cheating Uim uvit ot V\a v*'^ . "^W ift 
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bch sUndB in the upper part of the torn). TiatM 
Bimmcnse pile of buildings, enclosed by a tittckW 
Ai wall, but left unfinished from a supcrslitton previ 
A among the Mohaminedan.i, tlint, when the prophM' 
m edihcc dies bcfure il is complcled, nbocTcr & 
a or occupies it afterwards will be uufortunalc. i 
not aware that it has ever been occupied as a n 
bee by any body but Queen Charlotte uf Englw 
|De en^ged in her " wanderings throu]i;h many landi, 
1 the history of her misfortunes or her guilt is ni^ 
h as would be calculutcd lo remove ihe superstition 
1 the minds of the followers of ihc Prophet. Tho»- 
jsarts of the palace which are finished, (hough in a dylc 
of architociure somewhat more heavy and maisiTc tlur 
is common among the OricnLils, are rich and abowj. 
They aro ornamented with vast quantities of giktingr 
stucco, carved work and coloured glass. The oilier 
principal public building in Tunis is the Bey's gnnd 
mosque, hut wc were cautioned by Dr. Hcapc agsiM* 
attempting to enter any of their places of wonliipb TV 
interior of it is said to be finished in a inost g orgtO B* 
style. 1'herc is also a cuatom-tiuusc, an>cnal, and mne 
ler public buildings, but they are for the moat part 
erable sheds, and unworthy of a particular dcaerip- 
As we walked through liic baEara, it mm mamini. 
lobscrve the anxiety uf the cros»-leggcd shopkecpcn 
I induce us to purchase Uieir ooodM; and tbe i — "^ 
bich they took to effect their ebjecl were e«]tMl 
||ninK. They would how, and sniilc, and eall i: 
I in their lingua franca, wJmericanoa tmona. 
of the ofBcera considered their (■omplimcnla a proof d 
our country stood high in their estimation, ntitn 
Gonciu.4ion is perfectly idlv. It was a shaUrarjj ~ 
common all over the Levaut, lo flatter 
interests. The Barliary Powers have no ■ 
casion to esteem ua, as we were, I believe, if 
tian nation, who refused lo pny them triboM 
tliem to understand that the only powder v 
»nl lo present them would bo from the B 
Tbe Tuaiseian ^etiWenwn ' 
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II the public liaea w»e nmwned nth riifim. ., it we 
If but le^' femaicfl ia "iie strefsa^ ;inci :innfr iiu^ tmt. 
ing lurr.7-3 II it- 50 muffled in ^iiat :iottuii«^ liHt :"iw 
es couli: i€ seen. 

On our rtrnm :o the Consult, ve fonnri /. t/ium -..irfv 
Dm the Constellation, and inorKer i.-nrn iip ntaeio. 
hich >.aii irrived from Mahon r.ft .f*^.-^-..-.* i-.-jvi 
he r-.l-iiiiipmen who went lahon r-.rr, .»• '^ 
32*i:e iav leibre. were now .ra.vse-! , -^::«5^ tdvr 
£y zaii lei'r 'IS, we leil in v -^ ,' ^^-rrh /--:<*-•. «-r. 
ttke Er.tiiish very well. ir.a ^aic ;-^r >-..« 
EC 1 aruiient in Harrarn '7-..Tir» - :.- 
lat i'.e iiad -list marnefi . .p^i/. ... . - .. ...^ 

isheti 13 "0 20 with ri..r. -. ft^ p- ■ .. .-^^ * 
lO'-i'i hare leen 'inriarir-.-.a-.ir .*-r. .---.* :^,'^.z^.- 
e '!':»i.ii .lave .Ti'ii«e?: T»;rr. r. :. ^: - :^^ 

ithv Tir-i md in 1 :iic* .^ -^7-_ ■ -r.^r --t. 



na-. T.r.ii .innae. : iftr^t >«- . . .: -^ ♦r-a^ . ^^ 
»r ii^^JT?. mil iereru .r:-.r*r . . ,j .^cwruo^ . ,^ 

1 n-w Vi rif.eive is- irr-.l-^ ri: ^-- .• . .,• -^.-_,..,^ 



f. i -»ty ver* :jrif::^-..-«i ,:, ^^ .. ^j^^:^^ 

art -.c :*^iiiT7 .r. --. /L-j-f-t— - -- "...^ ^ ^ 

m • ^ ■ 



nd *-'^- .rt'-*.' »i-- "• ■"'■• CT: ^^ •-. »>%-.*'-r * 

oon ^ '--*'/. ^i .: vj- • ^-.v . - - *- -- 

ies. .^Ui".'*! ::.=-.-;. ^-r-- r.--.> ■?--.■. -.- v^ -. ..■* 

irith ft tsj^. -;;i-:..-5:-r. «■..• ^x,r .^ . -..^^^i. . 
jounttiiUiv*. 

The IIjVUi*::! ▼■■» -r-'-r--:- .A - i,^ . *-<■ . 

ed, 0<Ur iifcliUI.*--'::.*-:* » - : -.• .:-- ^- 

ind r>«: Wti;*:' v^k .ir-.-t- . . ^ ■, ^- -^^, 
host inao*: 1; 'iiuviBtf:/' t ,* . - .•;,^<, ^-^^.^ « 
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Wntn wi tnns: tesyn xi. tuem. TMt bir Jewessea give 
mun c. xh ; nfUTT*. -snaiu iff Hn-luaiis and appeared to 

bt ni^rnl*; ^aiiitw win xiirvialL 

V-i inpj wpiv u till ii-incgiai 3c«Aih Synagogue in 
T)nnjr. li?^. iw^'era iiiinU'w! ycncc^ of both sexes 
wen awp-mniftt* aiu r.iurjuri*^ ii "W'^ifc: ';r»ey called reli- 
j[^w^> vciTrsir.T. 7t nif.. 1 rjii.iiss .: w-is more in ac- 
mmlanr/ \rA\ iiit mi^^ 1 r>:u in'^ni^^i :c 13 Indian pow- 
witw.. tJMi (I ;U'^ 111 lilt - i«»: f^'i:^ *crcx>?ed could be 
*tv4M im ^-o-rsiuj o. in:r. :^i'»:. v-r,:tfe ^orifices are a 
inoiuu riri.v. :»ra -JiTir-ni si»:- - liii .1 "n hose sight one 
^h»n n^iiiioviij.i '-'M' > nwri 7i^t-.«:i.* 'jr^zi all the noise 
anc al 1:11 -:^n mniiii> vi:i viii:-.i ii.Tau:l*3i and 5U|)er- 
m.iiioi. |-<^'^( iili?-» :ii: %'ii-ii. " i.:.ki irj-cir brethren in 
aiuiien: iimrN vm. r^m: "i aiit Tri:u.T-L.-i:, hung their 
ham^ UTvii im v;!u»v>» :u:i sii-ijii*^ -^rii rozk* of the Eu- 
■jUirattsi. ihrsi /unr-'>i> :-;in :!»;:.• .--ti. -"^ were sinpiij 
«« -nf thx s/iiiC" i» T-ioi. Tiif vri:.ii i4i«enibly joined 
jr. till r.mn?N am .n: ni:n :»f ;i' : .s.'-j-ri * equalled that 
^i Uu -■.•ii.*.;*> : v;> ;i ;:i.- ri;.!.-- :x Ti'^.tr ihar* < inl- 
ine '*'* i I'.u iwi "*.'n.:..? •:i::i : s.«:." 1 sr^r.e of iii?or- 
iiir. hii ir; ".rii iii > ui-^u: *i- '' i ":■:. "7.-:%: :o the Con- 
si iJV I* :4:i-L;.i J :». .!u :t;:s:i :-i.. w';^ '' .\.\ "» hich h:s uolc 



T"ii:.*"*». iT«:i;:i-r s~ if: : :*•; tcit-tC'^ .i"C-ii« of Elafl- 

jft» riii«;'i im: :j :. >: .--.li ;:•.: r\ r :*.>.•; ^r.i pu- 
sv- ii-:*Lu:.':':.s. : ;\:*:>i-:^ ••--*;• -"•-*-'' :'> I hive ever 
Ti&jed -Tic ..-. ■.-•: y-t?c L: s;.vi }\ir:* ,:" .: uie stench 
if » «cr:cx 1-: i r.i-S:t:«-.s. v-i: :>-rs:.s* i:c.ist03Md 10 
p.:rer i. 7. -: 5 tk : c ■ : ■; i s; : ■<i; : :" >- z: :y.. : : . : r. b r^ jihlnc- 
A* t.: v.T : ■^- i 7 • y , ..^ : : : : i.''f .V * *.. .: " .; ^ ,; . : r.e wil 1* have 



OL s<,.T.e c:' v.-r r...l* ::a: sirTV-r.,: 'J-.e ctv. ire ::* czuj 
r.'i*:a*'.* of ct:'i=r.ce. I: wc^ild fi.l i.-. tM<y prey ur- any 

77jc M'aJij of Tuois ar^ ^bosx\ >^t«^ \s^<«'\^^jat:^\\. 
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nnifimuy an^ to wnr fide arms. I asked Captain I 
yhgtf ier I, being a j^^Wliany'^' could not be excuw 
fiom emnbl^ing wit^'tKiB genetal usage in this respec 
He ra|iliea in the n^MiTe, add my heart began to be 
^liek and strong ttoigk an a)>prehension that I should I 
out aSttom my coiminplated visit. However, the Coi 
aol fiNind an old laid up sword, and told me that it wi 
at my aenricey if I could do no better. No knight*e: 
nunt ever girded on his glittering broadsword with 
more quickened circulation of the blood, than I did th: 
nnCy old weapon which fortune had thus propitious! 
throWn in my way. My companions laughed heartil 
to aee me accoutr^ in this novel style, and << run'' n 
a good deal on my appearance; but our first lieutenai 
waa kind enough to take my part, and complimented m 
OD my military bearing, ilowbeit, compliments an 
jokes on that score were to me toute la meme chose. 

Our coachmen — ragged, dark-coloured Moors — wei 
BOt sealed as among us in the front part of the carriagi 
but rode on mules by the side of the horses. They hi 
80sd% with which they kept pricking the poor animal 
and we wc^re rapidly rolled over the interval betwec 
&e eity and the palace. On our way, we passed undi 
the prodiflrioQS aqueduct built by Charles V.^ a monarc 
who has left memorials of his enterprise and greatne 
in almost every country in Europe and the "o™^ * 
Africa. Our road lay through a country, which, thouj 
at that time burnt up by drought, is naturally *^™*^ *{ 
beautiful. Its surlace was neither mountainous nor i 

vd, but undulating; thus combining that u"*^?'^'"'^^^ 
-^^ i.:^!. ^^5L*:*,.*^ ^^^ ^r ♦k^ <nv>2^t elements < 
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sCraCehtoff over a vast extent of territory, was 
5SSd fnd ndieved by a delightful ^uc^Xn of the 
and ydleys, constanUy varying the d»»^"' scarce 
anlMes, but ao genUy, that the changes were^^^ 
any where percepUble. The whole «>""*'g^of which 
U^ with black go«*»'-»»'>- tenti^,^oundeac» ^^^ y, 
amnber of dirty, hdf-iiaked urchini w«ce ^«*3 



nOO TWO FEABS AKD A HAtF ■ 

tries to which they trnde, with various foreign com^^l 
dities imported into them for commercial apecubtio^^l 
was surprised to fjnd in the bszATS of Tiint> ticarl^^f 
the articles to be met with io the shops and warebcM^H 
of Marseilles, Leghorn and Smyrrai, and to wc >1^H 
selling at nearly or quite as low prices as they au^^| 
purchased in either of those great commcrcuJ cH^H 

The olive oil of Tunis is of an excellent quality. ^M 
the purchase of otto of roses, vast quantities of wU^| 
are exposed for sale, you are less liable to be impiM^I 
upon ^ere than in Smyrna. The genuine eon «^H 
tained, I believe, at two dollars on ounce. The otlaflH 
jasmine, though more abundant at Tunis than Boy whfH 
else, is even there exceedingly rare, and sells loral^H 
six times as much as the otto of roses. It b a pcfi^H 
of great strength and durability. The Tuniasians ^H 
nuiactui-e extensively woollen cloths, flannclx, pumf^H 
coarse linens. Brown sugar is rctined therv, and a^ 
lotDp can be purchased as cheap nsal Gibraltar or KUia. 

The foreign Consuls and rheir families, rcnidenl ii 
Tunis, form a large and select society. Were it not far 
them, Tunis would be intoleruble as a place of mtidcDo - 
but they make it not only tolerable hut a^reeahle. I: 
summer they usually retire to tlieir country vcats, but . 
winter, balls, routs and dinner parties fallow each oti-c 
in rapid succession, and the grave oipitul of an Eutcr 
despot is made (o put on the gay and cheerful air of oik 
of Uie fashionable cities of Fmnice or Italy. 



Bl On the eighteenth, a parly of us, eon*i«<inR «f Tap. 

Mitin Stevens of the Ontario, and a r '•— -'■ *—■ n 

from both ships, " bearded tlie lion ■; «, i 

paid a visit to the liashaw. He au^l d 

a place called Uardo, aljout three niiii ^ 

city. Dr. Heape had politely providt^d .:.iin.ii'. - Ilt V^ 
party on the preceding evening, and immiNiUtety ali - 
breaMast, »vc mounted \q out wava and wt oC Oo k 
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uniform^ and to wear mde arms. I asked Captain S. 
whether I, being a ^civilian/' could not be excused 
from complying with the general usage in this respect 
He replied in the native, and my heart began to beat 
quick and strong from an a))prehension that I should be 
cut off from my contemplated visit However, the Con- 
mil found an old laid up sword, and told me that it was 
at my service, if I could do no better. No knight-er- 
rant ever girded on his glittering broadsword with a 
more quickened circulation of the blood, than I did this 
rusty old weapon which fortune had thus propitiously 
thrown in my way. My companions laughed heartily 
to see me accoutred in this novel style, and << run" me 
a good deal on my appearance; but our first lieutenant 
was kind enough to take my part, and complimented me 
on my military bearing. Howbeit, compliments and 
jokes on that score were to me toute la meme chose. 

Our coachmen — ^ragged, dark-coloured Moors — were 
not seated as among us in the front part of the carriage, 
but rode on mules by the side of the horses. They had 
goads, with which they kept pricking the poor animals, 
and we were rapidly rolled over the interval between 
the city and the palace. On our way, we passed under 
the prodigious aqueduct built by Charles V., a monarch 
who has left memorials of his enterprise and greatness 
in almost every country in Europe and the north of 
Africa. Our road lay through a country, which, though 
at that time burnt up by drought, is naturally fertile and 
beautiful. Its surface was neither mountainous nor le- 
vel, but undulating; thus combining that uniformity and 
variety which constitute one of the gi*eat elements of 
beauty. The eye was neither obstructed by precipitous 
elevations, nor wearied by monotonous plains ; but, 
atretching over a vast extent of territory, was at once 
gratified and relieved by a delightful succession of hills 
and valleys, constantly varying the direction of their 
•urfaces, but so gently, that the changes were scarcely 
any where perceptible. The whole country was sprin- 
kled with black goats'-hair tents, round each of which a 
number of dirty ^ half-naked urchins yi^x^ ^\a:^'vci%^ H^^ 
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also met and passed DiimerouscsrsTansorcaindb^ 
with oil (in hide sacks) and various otlier aiiide* 
chandisc. The former were approacliinff tbe e 
most of the latter were journeying towards ihe I 
of the Jcingdom. 

Bardo is surrounded by two thick walls, vrh 
mounted with a large number of cannon. It ha* 
pearance of a solid mass of buildings. Several tl 
persons reside there, all atUclied to the Court in ■■ 
pacity or other. The gates were tlirown open at 
proach, and we wound our way up lo the palan. 
Bey, between wretched atone huls, in front of 
were seated two continuous rowa of Turka nod 
all armed and smoking their chibonqucA. Somci 
were gorgeously arrayed, while the dreaoes andj 
appearance of others indicated the cxtmne of 
poverty. We alighted, and our arrival waa am 
to tlie Bey. A slave was immediately sent to i 
into hiu presence. He was in the great Hall of 
an oblong apartment in the palace, plainly finiat 
without ornament. lie is engaged ihcre all 
hours every day, Fridays cxcepteid, ditriog hia 
at Bnrdo, wbich is somewhat more than half 
In deciding upon the grievances of his slnrca, I 
law an<l judge. He received us sealed croaa^iuH 
bis throne, and completely emticdded in noi 
cushions. When wc were prcseutcd lo him, he 
his head slightly, and extended his hand for ea 
to shake; hut the Cousul was entitled to the supg 
nour of kissing it, iiis dress was rich, thoo^ i 
geous, and his turhaii, while as unsullied snow, ' 
ed with the most perfect symmetry. Several I 
mond rings adorned his fingcrK, and a Htring of 
beads served him for a plaything. Plain chi 
brought in for us tu sit upon, and colfcc was sen 
out cream. The 13cy conversed a liul«, but no. 
to incur the charge of loquacity. Ho uked Ca 
whether he was more pleased witli Tunis ' 
(to which die captain of course gave an i " 
mad nttdm some itu^wnwilatwh ilM'ms' 
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ter Power and France. He was surroanded by his guards 
to the number of twenty-fire or thirty. These were 
mostly large, well formed, and muscular men, all splen- 
didly arrayed in Turkish costume. They were flaming 
in scarlet, gold lace, diamonds, and spangles. The Turk- 
ish costume is certainly the most splendid in the world* 
Its graceful folds and rich adornments set ofi* the person 
of uie wearer to the greatest advantage. The richest 
European dress looks mean by the side of a rich Turk- 
ish dress. Besides the guards, a large number of the 
subjects or slaves of the Bey were assembled in the halL 
These had come there to have their difierences adjusted, 
and their grievances redressed. They had their papers 
and ink-horns before them, and kept plodding on in their 
business, with little apparent interest in our visit. 

The present Bashaw of Tunis is a man of about fifty- 
five years of age. He has an atrabilious complexion and 
smooth skin, with a weak but rather amiable counte- 
nance. His eye is dull, and he has the appearance of a 
man whose physical and intellectual powers have been 
enervated by dissipation. He is, we were informed, ^ 
nerally beloved by his people. He lost his favourite 
wife a few years ago, whom he loved to adoration. His 
harem is small, and composed chiefly of Italian women. 
One of the American dragomen told me that the reason 
of his preferring Italians for wives was that their mar- 
riage excited no expectations on the part of their rela- 
tives, whereas if he married his own countrywomen, all 
their friends became his enemies, unless they were libe- 
rally provided for by him. This struck mc as at least 
somewhat plausible. 

After we took leave of the Bey, we called on the prin- 
cipal ministers of his Court, who received us with the 
mttest politeness. Cofiee was always served, and we 
fcund them much more sociable than their master. The 
minister of Foreign Afiairs was a Christian. He did not 
shave his head, but wore his hair in a long cue behind. 
A native Italian, he gave proofs of his origin in his man- 
ners, conversation, and the ornaments of his a^xirtment 
The walls of this were adorned W\VVi «l igc^ax N^^^^.l ^ 
jmintiDgs and engravings, and amot\^ \3tiwxv >N^i ^nmx^ ««• 
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wised to End several representing some of our 
"'tH engagements wilh the Barbary Powers. He blkcJ 
a torrent His conversation ran chiefly on Fruct 
^J Algiers- He said that Tunis would twt like to •» 
U^ers made a French colony, but would luve ou otijei- 
tions to the Algerines receiving a souod dmbbtng. 

The Zspitapa, who is prime minister, could not ban 
been more than thirty years old, when we nn hi 
The Tunissians called him young in ytara bat oU 
oppression. When we were first presented to bhn, ' 
manner was studied and formal, but he soon relaxed ; 
ent^«d into conversation wilh great freedom and pobt^ 
Dess. He is not above the middle stature, but of ■ soofr- 
wbat muscular frame. His complexion is of a det^ 
brown, with a high forehead, acquiline nose, and a darit. 
lai^, piercing eye. The general expression of hi* fo- 
tures indicates shrewdness, severity, and deciAioo. Hil 
dress bordered upon tlie slovenly, his room waa wJdMt 
a single ornament^ and the chairs presented us for m^ 
such as may be seen in any )>oor man's kitchen In Aidf- 
■ rica. He has managed by his address to get the Bry 
completely under his influence, and be rule* the Vatf,- 
dom witli an :roo-hauded despotism. He is an ohJMtaf 
universal hatred and terror. The Zapitapa piques hint- 
self on his horsemanship. Dr. Ilcape assured us that ht 
had seen him, when riding a charger at fall speed, bt 
his riSe, toss it up in the air, and, whirling round, okk 
it as it was falling. 

When we had finished our calls at Court, the Bey hav- 
ing invited us to visit his country (cat «t Manufaa, ahsHt 
two miles beyond Bardo, vrc again mounted iDtB «tf 
coaches and proceeded liiither. A number of dam hi4 
been sent on before us lo prepare rcfrc^inent& 
palace at Manuha, though less gorgeous and whowy 
the unlinished one witbm the city, is in the tme tr- 
Oriental arrhitceture, airj', graceful anil ctrpnL 
two stories high and built round a large Open ooufl,'. 
the centre of which is a fish pond, where thounodi ^ 
he»oti{ul gold and si\wr ^ahes were playing their tf» 
tiea. The court is ■oiwmia&Vs ». ■tnirfsSn.t ii'fc^ 










name :iiuiniur n tsbib v ~tie 

It "he i!ii=Tfir anairTSfsriiS: iPt 
c iTTiL He cBzxe una rf. *iKi7ani. jza tK 
puremeots of iJl ic luen im u. uzf: Ti£rr::.r:. T' * -vp?t> 
shown lliro-^ci. "iii* vnijit imLiiii^. iiiJ fr.-«j: *::i.t»r~:.-:5 
the sencljo. ttjb: Utr.imL Tnuet u Z.-jn-T«y: -rr .- *•:'.- 
This is m otuinic ruini. ▼-Jli ^.va vn^t aCi « xt .«?-■?; r-g 
part in The ceanrs Tnnnsn* lii» »nnrjii'-«L J t^'j» >:sn-^ 
tute of f-jninr* "ptikl v* ^raiRrt t, ijU" in»!;*.:;£ •» 
aorpafistfae cruKriL i«iiirj if nr armirismirr*, i * jir- 
rounded br k -iLTiii-. ir »ini^ •ji^-natRrt .mm Rfi n ::ri9eT 
inches aboTt -31* ^-riniHnr. snu *"n»nianir liU airy:! ttn 
fieet from "jj^ ■■-iiljt Tih: viuLa'v^ v' tii« ei«riTT#!r:r drr» 
fanciful] r de»::nri.»:c irni i.iJiiiir*t 2:a»;. Tut ^ u-^i a^ 
ezcessireJT iioi :c aruunisira 11 iii«» i-Hfi. 

The pEiIk» j» »m'.:ir»:i*rt nr i isrrwn •jmtauuwi, ^ "w^ 
judged. upwErf* :c iirj ii!r*ft j<lir-» iian udf a r «.vf.- 
aists of a f:r',T'^ ic u-thuc* ^•»«t vm-n. jr jjit *.nu* u.' trj- 
Tisity were Sfj- ii»a'lT ^H:i»n. luin v** xn«ar-»rt nrcn-/ ic 
the branchics sci'jrt: i:;. i^-'-i vjft* *i ycf^vsur. itar ii>::n^ 
broken off fpxi. ui* :n;-*:i:: i-;.:x* tt -h* tj^*?icic tc nier 
golden fruit Tntr* ^ i •.«air«JiL «iiu:ni»r-ir*#xi!fc ii»ar 
the centre of Vjt prtK.:. 

After we ha»^ t* ■«&!*?: unr wws * m iitnt. r»n?^wun«in» 
were serred is :iit f^n^Cj:. Tu^j w»r» ir-j'*ifxr. -i vj 
barefooted Auresb I'l ji.'r^ &". T»r wijit- 
plaeed u(#Grn t2K: €*r>i-- i/j: *■ * vinv:* '.<f 
on the divui in jpso-"Jt T.rijir. «T>t. Tntr tv-jSLSiftd 
of a delicious teias« ci ^::ii'.ciijit L-^t ii-j: jtt>^ vjki i s:'zea 
different kinds of tkjLrA* zzyj-J^j^fZ .ztjj ^ tast stains. 
and all thicklF ixjcfjjr^ w/i^ fr^zkr. kiji forsc^i^r v^cv 
ed with musk and o-tio of rc«K:& }ttr'.T,z zarjtJUi^z. of 
these refreshments, coff^:^ wu Krrrtc ::i r.^i chl:^ --"pS 
and then bug^ bunches of onnees were oroogt: ::i ir&^h 
from the treesy and the carpet of oi^e wing of the sera- 
glio literally coFered with them. This repast concluded, 
we returned to the ConsuFs, and, having devoured the 
better part of a roast pig and tm-ker, and emptied a few 
dettnlers of his old Madeira and CYiamviiCs^ '^^ taK.iJtL 

roi^ t, 18 
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to the ship, in good fellowship with all tlie world, and 
highly gratified with our visit to the ^ abode of happi- 
ness,'' and our reception both by Dr. Heape and the 
yelloWy crossed-leg^d Beast, yclept the Bashaw of 

Tunis. _^_ 

The wind was high, and it was nigHt before we got 
half way over the Lake of Tunis. Having neglected to 
take the bearings of the stars before it became so dark 
that we could not see the Goletta, we lost our way, axui 
ran aground not much less than a dozen timea. The 
sailors were then obliged to jump out in the water, and 
shove the boat off of the mud. We began to entertaia 
serious apprehensions of being tantalized in this way all 
night, but, much to our joy, the entrance of the canal 
was discovered, between ten and eleven o*clock,ju9i 
ahead. It was after midnight when we got to the ship. 
and the poor fellows who had pulled us ofi' were dri[»- 
ping wet, and almost exhausted by fatigue. They wen 
allowed to "splice the main brace," which was to 
an ample compensation for all their toils. 



?•■.•* 
..i*..' 



The next day, the nineteenth of the montli, the ra;.- 
tain and wardroom oilicers gave a ^rand entertainnie-' 
on board. Before daylight the bar^c and two or thrtt 
cutters were sent ashore to brin^ the company aboanl 
Several of the Consuls and their luniilies came off. The 
day was spent in dancing and other social amusemenL*. 
A number of the belles complained of headache and sea- 
sickness. 

One of the cutters tliat had been sent to t;ikc ihi 
visiters ashore, in returning at night, was fired ii|)ul u\ 
a sentinel at the Golctta. An affair grew out oi ''u.- 
which detained us several days. The Jicy was nui.:.r'. 
of the occurrence, and his decision was that, whattvtr 
punishment might be demanded by Captain Wadsworth, 
should be inflicted on the offender for his temerity. Th« 
captain declined interfering, and the poor fellow wa» 

then ordered by the '\^ey \a \)i& \^^«^lvcA9\<cv^ Ni;Uh a hufi- 

drcd blows on each ot \us fe«X- 



wiXt T L 



Xh3» imiominaR jaLir* c iff — ■■ ■■■» esilie*: 
several 017* aiie" ifr* it=»r- Tstir- :, «il. 5i2m:« 
leo^Lh tttsBL inml^ «>*ttK^ vzn 
on iht taarr-luirrti q- tisr. 
ed faj xb* cuninufaijT* x? axit 

in our ^T'llif fniSfc rtr^-i-pr 

the fifJt ir 3yli7 . v--» ubskl tis* lux:^ "i-rt; - 1 

aft, 'wLjja; i«Ta9iHmKt ui T/nrans tii* 

nigbt. hi3t *ar7 u uit njcnmc wet icsit i:;«=k-::=S: iff 

the lc*'"i-. '^t iio.»i*t Dir *i3i2i» am nr*:^*-: 

short tizii*^ lOiL zusi^ iilijiig ansr^ aigirr. -v^ xiscsi 

down to Giiininai 




^.^ 



TaDci«? if Dist of "Utt iruiiEiiJSL cins of iiit ini^raDit 
of Fez- aiid nuciof a: int '•^'tsisn *anr5xi:j'7 u:' tin ?«rBJ3 
of Gibrahjir. I: wuf irs: takin. fsnL lu ai*jr:pTiH innfr- 
bitants by SerLcxrrj&. n llamas, GuntsniL hu:: cunrmuec 
for sevenJ ocEtiirie* i: jinrriiiK: a: mt RnzsaL empire 
When that Pcrwer ira* ii..i»T-enei rnr zitt Guibs. Tinjis, 
the ancieDt luuDe of ii>e cjrr. ftil] iz.to ibezr hADOs. aztd 
they retained poaneas^on of it till the Saracens wrested it 
from Count Julian, who wa« at that lioe goTemor of it. 
In one thousand four hundred and seventT-one« it ex- 
perienced another revolution, and was incorporated into 
the dominons of Alonzo« of Portugal. It was given 
by this latter Power to Charles the Second, of Englami, 
as a marriage dowry with the Princess Catharine. The 
English, not finding it of sufficient utility to pay tl)o 
expenses of retention, in one thousand six hundred and 
eightv-four destroyedHhe mole and fortifications, and 
abandoned it to its present possessors, the Moors. Il is 
not It present t strongly fortified p\iKft)%vA >\\^ v^^ak^^) 
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of rubbish with which the destruction of the old mole 
and fortifications has choked up the harbour, renders the 
anchorage there unsafe during the prevalence of strong 
westerly gales. The Arabic name of Tangiers is Tinjiak 
The garrison at Gibraltar obtains from thence large wp- 
plies of eggSy vegetables, oranges, dates and other Mik 
The United States and most of the nations of Eorope 
have Consuls residing there. 



We had to beat against an easterly wind, which was 
Mowing almost a gale, and although we had the currect 
in our favour, and the distance from Tangiers to the 
Rock is only thirty-eight miles, it was after dark when 
we came to an anchor off the town of Gibraltar. Not 
one of us had received a letter from America since the 
arrival of the Ontario from Gibraltar in the fall, and it 
would be difficult to conceive the point to which our 
anxiety was wrought up. We waited impatiently for 
the morning, and when it came, let the reader, if he can. 
imagine the disappointment and consternation that rcizn- 
ed throughout the ship, when it was announced that all 
our letters had been sent to Mahon in a store ship only 
a few days before. A thrust from a dagger would scarcely 
have produced a more painful sensation in me than this 
sudden failure of my hopes. 



We remained in Gibraltar only long enough to transact 
our necessary business, and sailed from there on *J)e 
fifteenth.' Mr. .Henry and his two little sons took pas- 
sage with us to Mahon. It was the intention of the cap- 
tain to have touched at Malaga, but the current carried 
us past that town in the night, and in the morning there: 
was not wind enough to enable us to return. 

Sailors, rough as they are, are generally exceiwivcly 
fond of children ; and Mr. flenry's two boys were uni- 
versal pets. They were sprightly lads, and their childish 
diversions varied agreeably the monotony of a sea lilc- 
Sometimes the officer q£ \h^ diock v^^vM ^ve them the 
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trmnpet, and let them sail the ship ; at others, one of 
t^em would become a bull and the other his matadoTy 
ind they would go through with all the mancBuvres of a 

7;alar bull fight Our first lieutenant had shipped a pair 
monkeys at Gibraltar, and they also contributed their 
(illl share to the amusement of both officers and crew. 
The captain sufiered most severely from their roguery. 
They would steal into his pantry, and get hold of a loaf 
of bread, a pie, or a pudding, and as sure as the steward 
made an attempt to wrest it from them, they would 
fump out of a port-hole, throw it overboard, and make 
their escape. Sometimes they would climb the masts up 
to the trucks to avoid being taken. They were allowed 
to remain in the ship several months, but one day, when 
the captain was going to give a large dinner party, they 
got hold of a pan of baked pears, and what they could 
not eat, they threw overboard. This produced a sentence 
of banishment, and we never had any more monkeys on 
board during the remainder of the cruise. 

We were becalmed for several days in succession off 
the coast of Granada. The quarter boats were lowered 
away, and the sailors went out in search of turtles. They 
took only two. Whenever any thing of this kind is 
caught at sea, the captain is always entitled to it. 

In summer, whilst becalmed at sea, the men frequently 
get permission towards sunset to go in a bathing. Not 
more than one watch is ever allowed to bathe at the same 
time. One of the studding sail booms is rigged out, and 
a Jacobus ladder made fast to it for the men to climb up, 
when they wish to come aboard. They run out upon 
the boom, which is some eight or ten feet above the 
water, and then plunge headlong into the sea. Challenges 
are often bandied about, and regular swimming matches 
formed ; and the various sports in which the swimmers 
engage, furnish a lively and interesting scene. It usually 
lasta about half an hour, and is always viewed with much 
interest from the quarter deck. The officers also often 
go in a bathing when at sea. 



« 
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About the time we left Gibraltar, one of the moit 
tremendous gales ever known in those parts swept onr 
the Mediterranean from Europe to Africa. Two F rend 
brigs, composing a part of the blockading squadron cff 
Algiers, were driven ashore, and the officers and ckws 
made prisoners and put in confinement, from which tlief 
were not released till Algiers fell into the hands of the 
French. The whole force of the tempest was felt in the 
Balearic Isles, where it did great injury to the crops and 
fruits. We felt the effects of it off Cape de Gatt, where, 
although it was a dead calm, our ship rolled as if she bid 
been scudding before a heavy gale. 



During our spring cruise I beguiled my leisure houR 
while at sea with Don Quixottc. I have never read the 
English version, but am confident that no translation can 
do more than feebly shadow forth the exquisite and in- 
comparable beauties of the original. It was one of the 
most brilliant remarks of the epigrammatic MontcJ- 
quieu, that Spain had produced but one good book, 
and the object of that was to show the folly and worth- 
lessness of all the rest Were this true, as it is not, 1 
should not hesitate to say that the Spanish languasc 
would be well worth the trouble of learning, merely for 
the sake of reading that single book. But did the wiity 
President make this remark because he really believed it 
was true, or merely to say a clever thing ? Let the Laby- 
rinth of Juan de Mena, the sweet pastorals and sunnet* 
of Garcilaso, Francisco de la Torre and Balbuena. the 
sublime and fervid lyrics of Luis de Leon, Rioja anJ 
Fernando de Herrara, the graceful romances of the <ix- 
teenth century, the prodigious and inexhaustible evr.i!:^ 
of Lope de Vcca, and a hundred other names, alrr.' < 
equally distinguished in " prose and numerous vcrsi-."' 
answer this question. 

It was shrewdly remarked by Philip the Second u> 
his courtiers, when he saw a man walking the .*5treeL« oi* 
SeviiJe and bursting a\. *\t\\jcT^^\% \^tjo carcajaJas, or im- 
moderate fits of laugViVcT, '^TVvaX tc^xv tcvwtx ^>s^«\ ^ 
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aud/or he is ic^jjl Zm: <^:i:,"Ot. •" Oerr*:r.*is cs tat; 
Ebttispe^Te of SpuK. 2=£ ikst :-. J^«sk F^uAjf. *" iifcn 
Fnm is wiifaocrt 00*^9: iiii ^-.«s: >e':ix::j*j&. £:Ue*-«e'i)tf ic 

actttenfaw azid k=::/1-:j:v. i^? «rM r^g^rfcrv «;/. si^or' eu.- 
lineoi^and his encicea^ i.'TL^'rr.i^. v^:^^l. ^c p^^tji-i ^wr^. vi 
eveiy occasioru » iwi>!-r ilj-i s*-.: i:*? ^;i«Pix<^i>: v: ii^.. 
woold set in raouw: :r^ ;^>../^ of I^jog ou c? :.:iU0ei:. 
Scarcely less l-jd.-:r. »* i?*: uk £i>r?.c-i »*a«li;ic»5 .k>u: u! 
languag:e and rsaiiL.^^, lue ^isgc^-rc-: v-.'j!-<a^»:. c-.-i. t:*: 

knight-errantrr — 'ji»: v^^»r,'jr. iii:<|t:uaUFt.- 1<ii tuc &Qd 
worthy-to-be-ftimed l>'ji. v<- \j:-*. ^^. u ^liskciu. 

The characurrs ::" Ct-r\'a:i;^:5" vk^»ri. Uivugji ij\>-. li^Lut- 
rous, are all ac!x:ira'j:y ^LI$u-.::ic<.. Ti^y ^k 5k«wc.;«oc 
with a freedom aiiti i:jd:ViCa<ii:iy sb cii^'inuA^ k^ iLcj» 
are fresh aod racv. Nu: kmi.s tiieif Lijt;uia! ;/^rwj£^dt. 
but everv IiDeanieu: i:. tiitri* J^^lul1s^ a^id t;vtii ^a-uck 
in their dress arc drawn wiu. e>uoi. uutL aiK. rwl^u<eK 
that the author m:l*iij6 w ut- cu^\ iu^ juu^er tuu: ]ia«uv 
ingy and to depend mort; upoi. tirtr i%M>uru^ o: jj^cjiioi y 
than imapnalion. lusitAd u! cit;aUuii» ol liit. i<iiir.y. ijtcv 
appear like old act]uaiiiianct$ with wLoiii we iut\L lui^^ 
been in the habit uf whiling; away aii idlt i<uui uvcj « 
good bottle of clarei. 

In works of every descriptiuti. but es^ptoialiy il dra- 
matic composiliont^. si}'lv. thougli by uu nlcilll^ an unim- 
portant, must aiway&i bt- a Mrcoudary considuraiiun. It 
IS those larj^ ideiis tliat lilt tbc mind itilo lii>;ii«;r aud 
purer regions^ those bui-si^ of duup-wi^ouj^ln jjas^^iuii 
that cause tiie feelings ol' tlie reader to ^ isli livtn thuii 
buried fountains like the walurb fi*om tiie ruck in tin 
wilderness when ioucliod by the prophetic rod, that de- 
lightful imagery that bathet; the spirit in dreams of a 
brighter world, those just and living pictures ol' tiie ma- 
ny-coloured life of man thut come home to vvvvy oneV 
bosom: — it is these tilings, wiiich constitute the diief 
merit of dramatic compositions. All tiiese charartms- 
tics the work of Cen'antes possesses in a pre-eminent 
d^ree. But it has moreover ^l:« mmV ol\s^vw|^"«'^'*^^ 
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in a style of surpassing excellence. One would say thit 
each of the Graces had lent it her peculiar charm^^ 
Aglaria her splendour, Euterpe her freshnessi and Eo- 
phrosyne her cheerfulness. It is the noblest example 
extant of the richness, flexibility and majesty of perhaps 
the richest, most flexible and most majestic of modern 
languages; that language whose noble qualities have ei- 
acted from all who know it the appellation of the *' Idiom 
of the Gods.'' 



We arrived in Mahon on the twenty-third of May, 
and found the Java and Fairfield there from Smyrna, 
both in quarantine. Mahon was overflowing with 
French medecinSj who had gone thither to attend to the 
sick and wounded, who might be carried there from Al- 
giers to receive medical aid. Hospital Island and the 
barracks in Georgetown had been rented to the French 
government for this purpose. The surgeons were lor 
the most part young gentlemen^ fresh from college, who 
had volunteered their services. They were Frenchmen, 
and this simple fact speaks volumes on their gallantry 
and powers of fascination. When we returned in Au- 
gust from our summer cruise, my old landlord said to 
me, Los Franceses han hecho fnaravii/as en Maon^* 
and when I asked him what wonders they had done, 
shrugging up his shoulders, he replied dryly, Coias de 
Franceses A 

On the twenty-eighth, in company with Dr. , I 

took a stroll in Uic country. We took the road, known 
there by the name of El Catnino Verde^ and had pro- 
ceeded about half a mile, when, accidentally casting my 
eye towards the Mediterranean, it was met by one of 
the most glorious prospects I ever beheld. The view 
operated like electricity on my own feelinss, and ex- 
claiming in a sort of frenzied tone, "Look! yonder i* 
the French fleet," I gave the same start to those of the 

* '< The PrencVi Yn.^e daii<& 'VQin\n% vei llihoo. ** 
j- «« Thing* ofFrcudMEtttiv.** 
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ncT cruise* w*: CAi«t^ ijv-' ICaiit/: ^ u«>. i:^^i{.«.«i 
ic eleventh of Juue. ^:j( ii* Ly* ^.^^^\^'^^. u' ..a- 
: d.iy entered iht li«i\ u: t^iutuk.. «-*;>' wa u' -•J. ,v- ,. 
>f the prorince coin^^jMri' uf tLt iiiui:*i*i *^*..• V^ i. 
1 several French lueii u! wai «;f UA^iL•|^ at* u«i ui*y, 
about two huoditd IraoB^KKlb -4?. '*ut:riiMi u^:wl ^^. 
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town. We did not come to an anchor there, but nn io 
far enough to obtain a tolerably good view of the citv, 
hoisted our colours and hove-to. 

The Bay of Palma faces the southeast, and, both in 
extent and shape, resembles that of Gibraltar. It is con- 
tained between the Capes Blanco and Cala Figuera. 
The city is handsomely situated on a gentle declivity at 
the head of the bay, and appears to good advantage from 
the water. The public edifices are numerous and con- 
spicuous. The cathedral church, a venerable Gothic 
pile, situated in the upper part of the town and standinc 
out to view in full relief, produces an uncommonly dne 
efiect Palma is said to contain a population of about 
forty thousand souls. It is celebrated for the number of 
its ecclesiastics and the beauty of its females. These lat- 
ter are to the other fair Spanish islanders what the An- 
dalusians are to their sister beauties of the Peninsula. 
They pride^emselvcs particularly on the symmetry ol 
their forms. Not many years ago a young Majoitan 
dandy became the enaniorado of a girl who was looked 
upon as the very beau ideal of symmetry. Having gone 
tlirough with the rcfjuisitc preliminaries of vows and 
sighs and ra])tures and hillcts-doux and all the et ceten 
of courtship, they at length became « one flesh.'* But 
what was the bridegroom's consternation on discovering 
the very first night after the marriage, that the hips ol 
his Dulcinca, whose beautiful proportions had been ibe 
admiration of every circle she ever graced, were made 
to ship and unship, as occasion might require, like the 
accommodation ladder of a frigate! The ix}or fellow 
made a desperate struggle for a diyorce, but the court 
decided that he must keep his " rib,'* hips or no hips- 
Majorca is a large and fertile island. It produces ex- 
cellent oranges and in great abundance. The coast is 
generally rugged and mountainous, but the iiucriur u 
said to contain some of the richest and most beautilui 
valleys in the south of Europe. The women there la- 
bour in the fields like men. 



lou. I: :'*il :xjn ■i;-c'L'"i* tx::. kri£ ru.'d-niif'.^ ji,** »*v 

^i-- Mi«i -fic -'-»* 2D:r:i.T-c rf thf ^^*.'r:l'^^■.■•.:-.. N,wii 
after breaJLfLiv. -^t* i^Bie "Jbff ^uifts: cd C;.:j../. .r. Vrw 
views CA~ *:-rpttj» ::; cnzwiecT* n'c2ii>«» *:■/. n;.?.i'.v. tlu: 
enjoyec bj ii-5 Tiji^r In ippTUtch:r.c U/.:w :."»;".* liw.r. 
sea. ^Ic'-ijrt Sism:- :.:.v#r:::f :r. pn>i..; a-,- ^^-..ily sulv 
limity ; :?.«* niij^s^Ic swt-vp ot cc^.<: wh:\":i :\miv.> i*u- 
bay; the inr-^aierable Tilhcci^ viney,^T\5# sind i-iM-.-.t.i ul.* 
that cron'ii the hill5 to their Tcrv summio; V,\c >:\\a\\\» 
which are seen meanderins: alonic down \hc \,\\U'\> (o 
mingle their waters with thoso of iho Mriliuii.MUMii; 
and finally. Barcelona ii^eli' with ii5 fonrt'ss oi* Mniiiuuh, 
its citadel and its countless domrs and 5pirt'!i, Minr.vMxr- 
ly attract and gratify the attention. 

We came to an anchor about two niilo^ frtnn ilir m- 
trance of the harbour. As it was Sunday \\lii*ii \\«> iu- 
rivedy nobody went ashore but an o nicer to a^n-i' 11)11111 
a salute. Early the next morning three ^rntli-inen, ti 
primer actor de Trat/^ffidj* a youiif; |i:iiiiiiT jnii iMiin 
l^y, and a lawyer came oil' to seo the Nlii|i. 'Din iiii- 
jEedian \ms ^Jiladri/euOf uh nearly nil liir :ii'Iiim mi thi^ 
Spanish stagVarc; tlic other two were ii:ili\i' ('.ii.iliinn. 
The former, in his eyes, hair and in:iiini'i>, wiin •! \ti:u 
nine Spaniard; but his eoniplcxion wa.i li-nM Nmrt'im 
than that of most of his eountryni«Mi. ile had iIh hhibI 
delicately tapered fingers and the: mjoM. hisniliiully pm 
portioned hand it^ possihln. to ini:i^;iiif', and ht- iiMik 



toPb; 



especial pains topPiplny them to th«3 hi^ti :i'lv.iiilii|ii-. 
His conversation fl^ clecaiiti eIa*)Mif:al u\A luirlh^i nl, 
and he expressed wibouii(fe<l .'id in i 1:1 1 ion i/i tfji loimiiy 
and its institutions. The painter had noihin;/; iiiij:iihii 
ble in his dress or ]iersonal aji|i<faranf*cr, hut iht hiwyi i 
was a perfect un/^i/e. lie was far htrhiw ihi: finlifi.ify 
stature, and appare/itly aU^ut tliirly-live yt.am of :!;/>. 
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His complexion was a dark brown, and his features 
were harsh but full of expression. His mouth was not 
much larger than the key-hole of a trunk; his chin 
pointed; his nose small, thin, and as sharp as a pieee 
of cut tin; and his eyes like two peas in size, deep- 
set, of a jet black colour, and as keen and sparkling 
as the antelope's. It was difficult to judge from his 
looks whether shrewdness or roguery was his predomi- 
nant characteristic. - 

I happened to be walking on the quarter deck when 
they came on board, and the officer of the deck request- 
ed me to show them through the ship. I walked up to 
them, saluted them, and made a few common place re- 
marks. Haying been conducted through the ship, thej 
declared themselves encantados de su propiedad^ iinh 
pieza yhuen ordenj^ and invited me to take coffee with 
them in the evening at the principal coffee house in the 
street called J^a Rambla. 



I went ashore immediately after dinner in company 

with Dr. , and having strolled tlirough the town lor 

sonic time, at the appointed hour we repaired to the ttt 
fee house. We found our good friend thejrajfjfedian and 
the little man of the green bag already 4^Ung fur oSb 
We were ushered into a large room furnished with • 
great number of small marble tables, around which wen 
seated some dozens of groups, who were engag^ k 
loud conversation, and allaying, b3rfineans of a cup of 
strong coffee, tlic fumes of the wine^bth which they had 
washed down their dinners. Oul^lagedian sung oa| 
for cuatro tcizas de cafcy which weil forthwith brought 
in, and a small decanter of liquor ms placed upon the 
tabic at the same time. Many of tlie Spaniards mix 
spirits witli their coffee. 



It was the celebration of the feast of Corpus ChriiU 
when we were at Barcelona; and the first evening thai 

* ** Enchanted viih Yier pto^Tv&V] « ^tax^tkcm %sA ^e^ni w^!* 



IX THE NAVT. 



I was ashore there. I liml an opportiiii ify of ^^. , 
one of the jirarnkst rth^ii'tis proCfS<io;is Wii'i''"*' 
that festival is cu.iir.ioirnjratfd. r^i.Mrly ull ** 
habitants of Barccloni turi-cnl out r/i ///'/vn,.^ t|| 

ccedetl lo the pniall i«j\v:i of n;ir«-«-J':,<.| . ** ' »c| 

m 1 '111' - -1 ., »^^ 




Spain is, I l)elicvc, the only country in |j^^^ .'"". 
world, where the costume of Tcjnalcs if* not ;i/r'^*'''^''< 
rank; but there the hclle \nImi caplivalrs \]^'^^ !'*''•'' h^ 




ostentatious. The principal distinction k^iuvf. n i) . 
Spanish female costume and that of otlu-r njuntrii-^ • 
the black lace jnantiila worn upon the head. 'V\nl v ^^ 
plies the place of a lionnet, and is, to niv (fve, iuri.iite'v 
more beautiful. The basquina, or go\vn,'does not dif. 
fer essentially from that in use among French, Knirlish 
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and American ladies, except that it is made a little short- 
er, in order to display more fully the foot and ankle, of 
which the Spanish fair are generally excessively vain. 
In company, whether in summer or winter, a fan is an 
indispensable article. In love matters a Spani>h la<!y 
can carry on a conversation as intelligibly with licr lari 
and eyes, as with her tongue and lips. 

Female beauty in Spain is quite a diiTcrcnt thing from 
what it is in the United States. 

They make less account there of those delicacies oi 
complexion, that regularity of features, and a llnMiNiiid 
other light and airy graces, so much valued among xn: 
and look more to the soul expressed in tlie countenance. 
To a Spaniard a fine eye, full of life and exprfs>ion, i* 
an atonement for almost every other species of uglinc**. 
Black is the only colour ever celebrated in their lovc 
songs, and they are accustomed to say that persons u.::i 
blue eyes ought to see better in the night than in tl.c dky- 
time, because they have q/os lie f^ala.^ Tlie Spanish 
women are generally well formed. Their ivnX mA .!i.kl»* 
are renowned all the world over fur their smuili.c^s ar.i 
symmetry. 

When the procession had nearly passed us, we juine*! 
in with the crowd and j)rocecded to Jiarcelonetta. Tiiis 
is the most singular looking j)lace I eve-r .^•aw. h i* aa 
exact square, and has twenty-four streets intersecting 
each other at right angles, 'i'he houses are of brick jhJ 
two stories high. They are all of the same size, %%ith 
the same number of doors, windows, and apartnui;ti. 
Every one, in short, is the exact imqige of its neiijhl)uur. 
Temporary board seats had been constructed, and alniuft 
every street in the place was lined with a row of ladies on 
each side of it. When the services in the church uv.*^ 
ended, and the clergy issued furlli, lh«- wholi- iinmtT.!-? 
assemblage rose, and the genlleineii ail uncoverni tl. ».::.- 
selves. Our little lawyer whi.-i)cred us to taki- ciri •- .: 
hats, unless we wished to attract the g.ize of the ]/v-{- .- 



• «« r'f.l»K /.vnc '» 
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lace, and excite the indignation of the friars. Al the 
same time he more than intimated that lie looked ii|K)ii 
the whole ceremony as a mere piece of niuminrry, and 
conformed to the general usage in this resprot only to 
avoid the anathemas of the priesthood. 

Every time I was ashore in Barcelona, I m\w two 
colossal female dolls dancing through the streets. They 
were constantly followed by immense crowds of people. 
This was also a part of the ceremony of the (*orpu!i 
Cfaristi. 



The people of ]3arcelona, like thosc^ in other parti of 
Spain, are excessively fond of processions, balls, Mi:isf|tie- 
radeSy theatrical reprcsenUitions and public sjieetacles of 
every kind. Madrid for bull-fights, and liarfeiona for 
masquerades^ leave ail the other cities of Sp:iiM far bis 
hind them. ^ Bread, amusements, and executions/' waN 
a motto of one of the Kings of Naples, and it is the tnio 
policy of every despot in existence. To enable tlie |hh)- 
ple to procure the bare nece»«sarieH of life, to funii«h 
them with amusements to drown their cares and make 
them forget their oppressions, and to multiply e.xecu- 
tioDS to let them know that the sword of power i» stiN- 
pended over their heads by a hair, — all this is the very 
quintessence of despotism. 

The excessive fondness for nublic sliows and pidilic 
assemblies, prevalent in Spain, indicafits, in my npinioui 
' an exfrcmely unintellectual sUteof the people. •< A good 
man,'* Solomon says, << is satisfied from himself." In 
a somewha t j ifferent sense, it is not perhaps less true 
that an intclilbtual people will be satisfied from their own 
meditations. I should regret exccf:diiigly to mm a taste 
for public spectacles and assemblies, fitted to minlMer 
only to the gratifications of sense, gaining ground in this 
country. I could not but n:gard it as a pn>of tbat the 
general intelligence and virtue for which my country- 
men are now so honourably distinguished| were on tlie 
decline, and as the harbinger of those vicious and degrad- 
ing ezcessei^ which never bi\ to toWovi Va ^^Nxwnw^ 
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ignorance and corruption. There are men in Spain who 
see and mourn over this state of things, but they have nu 
power to remedy it. I do not state this unadvisedly. 
A gentleman to whom I have more than once had occa- 
sion to refer in the course of this work, said to me one 
day in a conversation on this very subject. "Sir, I lovf 
my country; every particle of my flesh and every drtf. 
of my blood are Spanish, and I am proud of the uaiiie o: 
Spaniard; but Spain is degraded, lost, ruined: Iter inha- 
bitants at this moment are more ignorant, wretched, and 
vicious than those of any other country in Eurc»p«.-; and 
at present I see no prospect of an amelioration. AliI my 
dear sir, the only sad consolation I have left, is that I 
shall not long survive to behold the mi!»eries a[id dish 
graces of my native land." 

Nor is the gentlenmn to whom I allude the only jiensori 
whom I have heard ex])ress similar sentiments. Indeeci. 
I believe it to be the general feeling entertained by liit 
more intelligent and reflecting part of the community, 
who have no personal interest in maintainini: o|ijm.>.u 
views. ]3ut clearly as the better .^^pirits of Sjjain Ji:.i\ >*'^ 
the disj^raced and wretched condition of liu-ir mi.Mrv. 
they can do no more than brood over it in silent aiA un- 
availing regret. Even before the last French ruvul':- 
tion, they were afraid to bn.*athe their sentiments except 
to persons in whom they knew they could placi- entire 
confidence. Of this I had fre(|uent and numerous pniofs. 
One day, when walking along tiie ramparts uf Harceluna 
in company with several Sjianish gentlemen, tht^cohver- 
sation turned on the comparative condition of Spain and 
the United States. They made a thousand inquiries, 
which I answered to the best of my ability. \\ armed 
by the subject, and free from the restraint which would 
have been imposed by suspicious comjianv, we ]M 
unconsciously allowed our enlluisiasni to iiifluence li.o 
tone of voice in which we conver>ed; but whrn wt- 
came to the neighbourhood of a sentinel on gisanl. vne 
of them said to nic in a tone approaching to a whi>- 
ptT, Se?i07\ /laffienws Itajo^ [jorqur (\\iamo,s area df 
tai guard lily y quicn sabe lo quepodruijivictdor^ ^di^ui 
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no se pttede fiar de nadie* On another occasion, an- 
other gentleman said to me, " In the United States you 
have perfect freedom both of thought and speech, but in 

Spain we have only to'^ and he put his finger on his 

lips without uttering a syllable. 



This was the state of things before the late French 
revolution. Since that event, it has greatly altered for 
the worse. Previously newspapers had been published 
in all the principal and many of the minor cities of Spain, 
subject, however, to the censorship of persons appointed 
by the crown. The instant intelligence of the occur- 
rences in Paris reached Madrid, an edict was issued, 
abolishing every one of them, and now the Gazeta de 
Madrid is the only political paper published in the whole 
kingdom. This is directly under the eye of the King 
and his Confessor, and thus every avenue of correct 
foreign and domestic intelligence is effectually barred to 
all the inhabitants of the interior of the Peninsula. A 
Diario to communicate commercial intelligence and 
facilitate business is published in each of the great com- 
mercial cities, but all political matter, except such as is 
copied from the Madrid Gazette, is strictly excluded. In 
this respect, as well as many others, the slaves of Sultan 
Mahmoud are in a condition far preferable to that of the 
aubjectfl of Ferdinand the Seventh. In Constantinople 
from six to ten newspapers arc published without being 
subjected to any censorship whatsoever; and the Courier 
do Smyrno, to my own knowledge, is as independent, 
and expresses the views of its conductors with almost as 
little reserve, as any paper in the United States. 

But it was not merely in the suppression of the news- 
papers that the French revolution 0})erated to the preju- 
dice of the poor Spaniard. A system of espionafj;e and 
eaves-dropping a hundred fold more strict and scruti- 
nizing than Uiat which exisited before^ was established 

* ■* Sir, let ut talk low, lor we are near a aentinel, and who knowa 
what millet happen ? Here confidence cui V>e i«\{KMni^ vcw w^w^r 
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in every clty^ village, and hamlet throughout the kin^* 
dom. The sanctity of private friendship was violated bj 
the opening of letters in all cases where there was anr 
cause, real or imaginary, for suspecting that they con- 
tained fK)litical heresies. An esteemed and estimable 
friend of mine in Mahon, now numbered with tlie dead, 
sent a son to the university of Valencia, at a time wlien 
the liberalists entertained some faint hopes that the revo- 
lutionary movements in the north and south of S[>aia 
might result in a complete change of the governnient 
No man was more interested in such a result than he 
was, and none more anxious to get the earliest i nielli- 
eence from the diiferent thcati'cs of action; hut I htard 
him enjoin it again and agalti upon his sou nut tu rom- 
municate in his letters a .s\llahle of political ne\v>. how- 
ever important or interesting it might be. This .'•iri^ple 
fact speaks volumes on the illiberal and dcsj/otic puljry 
of the Spanish Government. Who can conicmjiluttr u 
without being filled with compassion for a p«-tjj;|r. «.♦:•.*• 
dearest rights are thus rutliles>ly torn fniin li. ».::., : •. . 
trampled under foot by an idiot and a dLb.r..<iii»-. ur.o. 
though clothed in the rol)cs of royalty, ac'.-iiii: ;; lu 
every just scale of merit, is not worthy to iihlu.,^.- ih«? 
latchets of the shoes of many of liis meanest M.'.jvf>? 
For myself, I confess that when I heard thir ^oni «Jd 
man give such an injunction to his son, I was i)H)Uri\M\y 
moved, and could not but bless (lod that to nie llit •• lines 
had fallen in pleasant places." 

The revolution in France would have been fu!!« »wcd 
by one in Sj)ain as sure as there is a sun in the In .ivcnsw 
if the memory of the exccsxs to which revolution*, 
whether right or wrong, always give rise, had nui r*cn 
80 recent in the minds of men; but so short a period lui 
elajjjfed since Sjiain had been deluged in the blniu! oi hf-r 
own citizens, that even the I'liends of tree ii>tit'.::ur*5 
and ecjual rights shuddered and >hrunk froni iln- .i:.*^!- 
pation of the horrors of a civil war. I \va> on lis'- ?i*ot 
at the lime when tlie prospects of a nrvolutiiHi wt.re 
givntest, and when it was evviu eoufidenlly expected :hil 
the whole Peninsula wouVd W *u\ i^nvAvwx ^ W« xs^vi^v 
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usual indications of the approaching storm — the low and 
distant muttcrings of thunder before the gust breaks its 
vials of electricity over our heads. But tempests in the 
natural world purify the air and clothe the fields with 
beauty; and may we not anticipate the same heahhful 
and refreshing influences from the political storms with 
which Europe is to be visited? 

Sinoe my return to the United States, I have heard 
with feelings of the profoundest regret, menaces and 
speculations with regard to the dissolution of this rnioD.^ 
I am not about to discuss this question, but do those who 
agitate it, with so little apparent concern, weigh well the 
probable, the almost certain consequences of such an 
event? Its effects would noflbe limited to this counlrj\ 
Indeed, its most important effects would perhiips be on 
the other side of the Atlantic. In Europe it would ns 
tard the march of intellect, morals, and government lor 
more than a century. It would confound and di>hcart»n 
the advocates of liberal principles; whilst an iron-h i.'i'l- 
ed aristocracy would suize upon it as ;ni in.iir.mi*:/. "- 
rivet, with a still stronger tenacity, upon the irri;il r: ••• 
of the people, the lonthsome fetters ol* oppressidn. dn 
its annunciation, Lil)erty would cl(jthe luTsch' in *.•.*- 
cloth, and water with her tears th<; grave ol* h»r it:T'< 
hopes, and Despotism would strike a pa-an loinl»ra:. : 
more fiendish than she has sung, since Alexaii.itr »:.- 
slaved the world. 



Barcelona is the capital of Catalonia, the mo*t u.r'.k 
and highly cultivated province in Spain. It contain?, 
including those of Harcelonetta, about two hundred li.o;- 
sand iniiabitants. It is the most stroni!;ly fortiiied pla^c 
in the kingdom. Tiie garrison, wh(?u we were ihvr- , 
consisted of about twelve thousand troops, Ik-Iui; '<. ::>.- 
what smaller than usual. I saw the regiment ol K.i.Si 
Guards parade. 'J'hey were dr-essed in a sjdendiii u:i;- 
form, mounted on superb chargers, and pertormed ihtir 
various evolutions wilh gccvjX ;s.dtvi\U\iisis. The Caulani 
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are the best soldiers in Spiin. There does not exist • 
braver or more hardy race of men. A curious anecdote 
was related to me by a Spaniard, going to show the ca- 
pacity of his countrymen for endurance. There was a 
regiment, or a company, (I forfj;et which) of Sjittiards in 
Bonaparte's Russian army. They were expotid to the 
same rigours with the rest of the army, and the prof>fjrtion 
1^ that perished was not one-fourth ua gn^t as in aij^ ''-gi- 
l^.'aoent or company of F^renchmen. 

^.. Barcelona is surrounded by a wall which is doulile on 
K'fke land side, and a deep fosse that can at arjy tinif; \ni 
■feWled with water. Tlie walls, esjjecially orj ihf.' land 
aide, are very thick, and mounted at convrruienl diKlanisea 
with cannon. The citade^^ pi a re of great Mn;ngi|j^ is 
situated on an em in en re in the norlhr^ast part of th(; i;j}y« 
S. It was buih for the double purjiOMr (jf awin^ ih^: itihabi- 
^ tants and defending ihem against forei^rj t',i\i'.uiU:n, and 
more than once has it been surr'issfujjy irjnployrd to an- 
swer both these ends. State prisoners an: \\*'\A lu it, 
and it is difficult to get admi^Mon. The mo^t irrjj^yrLiint 
military work at jiarreiona is on a hi^h hill to tli<; MiUth- 
west of the town. It \^ called the Fortn^h'^of .Moujoirlj, 
from the name of the hiil on whirh ft standi From 
this hill may be seen, in a clear day, tlje two principal 
of the Halearic Ules Majorca and Min^iTCS. 

The streets in 1 Barcelona are geij'rralJy narrow, irregu- 
lar, and dirty. Th'.-y werfj orijjinaliy \\-^w\^}Xtt*:\\ y^viui 
with square stones, hut time ha"* not J^-en idle, and many 
of them are now quite rouf^h. Th'ry liav»: no ^i de- 
walks. I'he Broadway of Barcelona is J^i Kamhln, 
With the exception of the New Mall, or Alani'rd.j, it is 
the most fashionable promenade in ilie city. It j>* a no- 
ble street The promenade i'j in lh»r r-rrntnr of jt, and is 
bordered on each side bv a row of Uraoti ful lo'-'j^t tr«'''». 
Carri ages pa ss on both si d e^. 'Y\i e A J :j rn (.-da i <i a ' 1 ': I i g h t- 
lill spot It i:> ornamented with four Ur:i'jtil~iil toijrit.'iins 
and a large variety of shade trees. At one end of it is 
the garden of tlie governor j^enenil oi the province, 
whidhf though small, makes up for what it wants in size. 



have or*ormo::5 wjiulows, which, when we w< 
were all hung on ihe outside with calico curtail 
10 ihe streets a most singularly lantastic np|x;ar; 

The {'ublie buiKlincs are an Kx<*li:ini5t\ a 
Hoi:>o. a Koval Palace, a Hall of Jusiice, a Tht 
Ch;:ivhes an J Con veins inniilicra!)lc. As we 
in Baivelor.a onlv three davs, I had time to vi< 
of lhe:ii. and lo lliose few I could nive onlv ; 
glance. Many of the churches are larijc ami 
but none of them rivals the Cathedral in inaj^i 
The style of architecture of this su])erb lemj)le 
and elegant Goiliic. It is, however, overloa 
ornanienis. Gold could make it no richer t 
These cosilv decorations it owes to the disc 
America. In a subterraneous apartment is the 
cent tomb of St Kulalia, the patroness of the ci 
church was founded in the thirteenth centur; 
famous Raymond Herenper, the great patron of i 
badours, qitorum pars mui^na J'uif. 

The theatre is not large, but neat and com 
It fell short of njy expectations, as I had reai 
books of travels that it was the handsomest i 
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where tiH* mc^iiiaiifr ^aifim.:.j^ mIt \ T'lkA- tncrf- fMS- 
tncts asud .iifai* im \^xf, J. i ;id- i ^i*- '.!*f«' [.•««*^-«- 
where aE:itM:imruui uil* *n jiti u/'-ic w** '---• ;ii 
The aptt-Tiiinviitt n l.?- v.vi»r rfV-i r^ M-*:ifi/ •; .v 
schools 'iC i:ii*:ni*.*.fi-' . i.rr. ;:ir...' a . i-.i ; ■. »• •. ^ loi^ ' #^ •;/ •• i -• 
of the £.:it ii-:i al inr- •: r^'ir-i*- r.» t«ii!!sji:3lf' i^t^t^*" 
may c^:i: ri<t \\ aiiTi.-i. "..i j l'-^* sjjfffu* •. 

does bcOllU* Ll llK I-'.li .--■..■ It-, c**.' ii :.••<: 

more fcs!r:i»:ii •::..iniij« . »■.»•• -■.i«••i^< ^rr- *?* ; - ^ 

t that litacrfe vm .ir* f.:i:-«jEjrf • ;.-. •.'.f •^•ji<»: 

maT Lit* 111 wiJi;«r'L :..?■■ •- .. • :.j: v*h ^- i 

them. Till" jr* .jtv. • ■^f; .".i-'i^ jfl**- -- 

nllesy :c ]mi:ii.i;i^ ) ^tr -. j h.aiUh*^ 
but DjCrj.«l:i ffiilii- .:.:■.;■.-- ..»t- '-i. 



the wu«» ".r.iit-v ,«:•' -.• '.t i*:- -.i— •*;' •■■ »** 

fireec ; — ui .i-.'.:^-v i-.-.'. « •' . i-..».i ,* . * t 

tunl lzmi ^i**! '.■.• i-j, ,'. ■. i» '-Li-' ,4- 

onett^ 7":i* i.i. i- •• • ;-;m i ,.i- •• . i: 

eflibct "r"*-: :. s. .1" .: •.'..-• i * .». .i- • .'.i- ii 

imic^'^iR ♦i.''»- »•-.''. ..'I-' J- .'.*• ' "j :. sd.i/a0: 

workf .1 >;;i. .. ^*• »•-••. *•:•,»•-•,••;€'•.'- .f .i«fi.«ir 

it a ■* s. »*'»-:•-; 1 1--".^ u !•'.». iMi; «f.i'. .^. vfciijvii-- : •• 

houae. 

The Sldr*lf'.i. * ';aIilJ'.*' > r-liivrV. . • -ct- ^ ,»" i*. r*. 

is a bar r. . .? :-i.«.f" .■ • • *• .w . : i* - c .-. ..».: 

feet d<ep. .*- '....«: :.:u'. :..'i«. •'.•'J.'.: .-• *.-•.. ■ j.. ^: 
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coDSUctiy -•- '.■:i'%i ■-•.•:. •' ► &.•» • jl^x r«..,i .1' 



..^',«'.«i 



ships for ir^ /vr^^wfr vf v^i iijv«t . «uc jic i«c« • ,^ - 1:^;^ 



228 TWO TEARS AND A HALF 

duties, prevent the merchants of other countries from 
trading much at Barcelona. The quay surrounding ir*e 
port is broad, clean and commodious. 



1 



The last day I was ashore, I rode out in the country 
with mv old friends, the trasedian and lawver. Wt 
visited tlie famous convent of Capuchin friars at the fool 
of IVIount St. Geronimo. It is a great curiosity : I •»|ieak 
of the grounds belonging to tJie convent, anci not of ihi- 
church or apaiinienls of the friars. The enlmnce i? 
through a stone gateway. ^V'c found the nate barrttj. 
but our rap was Mion answered !)y one of the lonir-bvan:- 
ed gentry, a fat, inane, harmless looking btint:, whc 
welcomed us with a low and obsequious bow, and a ware 
of the hand which would not have dissiraced a ru'.r'KT 
of Louis the Fourteenth, lie had not the jiolitt.-.'.* ** 'v 
accompany us, Init gave us permission lu go ulif.i*.- a*: 
pleased by ourselves. The grounds conLuii, as nea:!y 
as 1 couKl iudije, from fifleen to twentv arn-s. :i:.«i :•. 
surrounded bv a bi»»;h stone wall. Tliev ei}ii>iNt ui .'r. '.-v 
fountains, li>h jxnuls, grass plats, &c., arraiiii«Ml u.r.i*. '. 
rustic ekii;ance that, were it not fur the inlinit'.'if «•: r- 
ligious images wilh wiiicli the whob.' is iiiier-ijiir'<' !. '].♦;. 
might easily be mistaken for the paradise at tin- N.;..<. 
The principal walk divides them into uf arlv tw.i . ,.1 
parts, and leads up a gentle ascent of se\ir.il }.•.:. .--i 
vards. On each side of this walk th»Te is a ii'ii:.:.- r •: 
rustic fountains, from which the wat^r n.izt< •;;! s.-.-i 
forms arlilicial streams, which, nnirniuriiii^ nv' r n.^^y 
covered stones, dilhise a delicious freshin'ss ii, r«.ij:. !..'" 
atmosphere, and mingling their music with ili»- i."i»^vi 
the feathered songsters, produce a harmony liiat mXi::.'.* 
and enchants the spirit. Kach side of ihi* >anH* w.ilk .< 
also lined with a row of statues, rej»re^»'i,iii:ir K.. i...^ 
Beauty, And)ilion, Power, &c. Of tlir>i- >*.,i']»^ . r.»' 
side of the face rei)rcsents the freshiiess o! vi/uih ai.-: :..•• 
gladness of prosperity, while the other exhibit'^ a >:.!:c«»f 
the most loathsome decay ; thus indicating ilie fauir.g 
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Bature of tbose tfaingB whkh tntnkind generally recard 
as the greatest of gcwdsy and for the sttainment of which 
they do not hesitate to sacrifice ease, comfort, and not 
unfrequently reputation itseUl Groups of other statues, 
equally quaint and whimsical, are scattered t^jroug^iout 
the enclosure in great abundance ; but I will r^ot weary 
the reader by a particular description of tlieni. Th*: ^n- 
tlemen who were with me would frequently n^p*^sftf, 
JESsie e» el modo dt mortificarkt qvut prwctUaa 0/k 

From the convent we proceeded to Uje y^niKu oi a 
rich merchant of Barcelona in the sanrie viciuiiy. Jt is 
Tery large, and laid out In e^Lcelient taste, it ib adoif^i'/i 
with a number of fountains, orie of whidi, wiilj '4 U:i«u- 
tiful monument of white marble, was juuade V^ i/juitu/^,- 
morate the visit which the kiu^ paid it vMMt yuajt 'a^*j. 
Through the centre flowe a crysiaJ tftn:affi. wiiOi»i o;fiik» 
are shaded by grores, cut into a tbouMiijd «»ffi;/<Aft.if*4',fiU 
by as many labyrinihine walks. 



I had letters of iDtroduciioo to a wjiu''M'.r oj ^^-ji^JUstOMi 
in Barcelona, b}- aJi of whom I was received ai^'J </^e«KUsd 
with the greatest poJiieness. 1*}jey iiflered jam: ii«H )*oa- 
pitalities of tbeir houses, and xxiad*; prUHers oi jA-jm/iy^l 
serrice with as much apparent MarfuUi umA mt^^Mrt^y, as 
if I had been an old irkfru6. S*jr w#rM; tii«;jf b« rvi<>i;« 
confined to mere profebbions. Wh^jn^rvisr i>»«;y a<.<.orfipa- 
nied me in any of zuy excurbiofjh, Uiey i/utiUf/ *Jij>i/u 
paying the bills, declariiig tiiat tiiey mig^jt at »'^ru<; i'A'jr** 
day meet me in my own ty^'juiry, aiid ifji^T rfi«;'i W4; 
would make an adjusizneut of o'jr a«;<y^'jrjls. ^^'fi^t>rv«rr 
may be the politicaJ or moraJ dtb je/vi»^jorj vi Oi«; Sp^Lfji^r ds, 
they are disainguished by a )£«rrjero>^^ h'^tpiulity a fid a 
£Hcioating warmth of manijers. wfji<;rj carjriot i^iJ to gr^ 
tify and attach strangers who trav«;J aniOfjg ti^ern. 
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Barcelona is not destitute of interesting biMorial i 
Bociations. It was founded, accordin;; to tnulitioiii, I 
the father of the great Haonibal, Hamtlcar Baroa, tr 
hiitidred and thirty years B. C, It was [wssosei' 
cesaiveiy by the Carthagenians, the Roman*, the G 
the Saracens and the modern Spaniards. It hu so 
ed many remarkable sieges, and the inhabitants oo ll 
occasions have displayed a heroism and love of emu 
which would have done honour to the best days of ^ 
Roman Republic. It was here that Ferdinand and 1 
bclla received Columbus on his return from the dial 
very of America, and from this port he sailed on hi* j 
cond ill-fated voyage. The ruins of the palace in wbT 
he was received with so much pomp and splendour, i 
still to be seen near the heart of the city. 

To Catalonia, if Andrew's History of Literatun S 
good auOiority, rather tlian to Frovenoe, is iluc the ho- 
nour of having led the way in the cultivation of the nl- 
f;sr language and poetry. The patronage aObrded lu 
elters by the counts of Barcelona is well known: opc- 
cially, the name of Raymond Berengcr, who wm ».; 
only the patron of poets but a poet himself, is Gunlliir 
to cveiy one. Barcelona was the birth-place of tbt iV 
mous Rodrigo, whose aflrout to the Count Don Julian, 
governor of Ccuta, in the person of his dau^ltr IV 
rinda, and the terrible vengeance which (he Count Isni 
by introducing the Saracens into Spain, have ftiniiriiPJ 
Southey with the subject of the best of all hii noetKil 
works, ♦' Don Roderick, or the Last of tiw uotlu." 
I This Florinda, whose beauty, virtue, and nuflfortm 
'lave gained for her the proud epithet of the Spuafc 
'jUcretia, resisted the solicitations of the kin^ lill, Bfr 
pid at her obstinacy, he procured by violence wtalhc 
not been able to obtain by entreaty. Sha fauiMt 
a to communicate her disgrace to her ijilher, wbo, 
^ng to desperation by thi» insult olfi^rcd to his dmflh 
•r, resolved to revenge it by bathing the Turkish m ' 
molar in the blood of the royal family. Thi«A"^ 
from hit situation as Governor of Ceuta, he Msly fi 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Eault on the morning of the eighteenth of Jane, ill 
hands were caJled to "up anchor;" and when I timed 
out, Barcelona was already fading in the di^Uoes, i 
fresh breeze was wafting us through the foaming fel- 
lows at a rapid rate, and the rich and fcrtiU: cotM « 
Catalonia presented to our view it^ blusliing rineywidi 
and verdant landscapes, and its thousand whiteirabed 
villages, glittering like burnished silver in the brighl 
rays of the morning sun. There is something in 9 
like this, so glorious, so spirit-stirnng, so cncbw 
that none, who have not been in a situation to cajj 
them, can fully know the feelings they awaken. In d 
shades of the Academy, in the quiet and contenipl 
life of a philosopher, in the converse which the nu 
letters holds with the illustrious and mighty dead, I a 
fess, and rejoice to confess, that there is soroetlitDg ti 
sootlies, sublimes and enraplurcs the soul; but it « 
that thriUing vivacity, that sentiment of wild and k 
freedom, imparted to the spirit by the new uuf 
changing scenes which he, whose only eraployn 

froam from clime to clime, has frequent o 
contemplating. 

I We arrived at Marseilles on the twentieth of Ji 

and were quarantined for four days, Tfae qw 
regulations at Marseilles are stricter than in Hiy a 
part of the Mediterranean; and the extreme o "" 
the health officers renders the citizens lesa sp| 
with regard to the introduction of conU^a 
from ships performing quarantine there. T 
years ago, when the plague raged io Alrica i 
East, Bisrseilles was the only port in the Moc" 







of 
Wfaofe cT Ae ^ ^ 

ship. 

QosnotiBC drtSBBiiiBBBflCv 3KS iiiiiftwnmriTr ^— ^^w^ in 
p t e vc utii ig Ae ■ttrf > »n«n of dsaemm inm JKiittrf 
idaees^ bat Ae irie* by wfoek fey ate rwciiagad j[l *iie 

be madj ridicaiaB^ if tfaef mulib. hoc j 
Veflsels *"—■■§ 6«Bi dbs Levam: ant not jdmuied '21 
pratique at afl ia Sieflhr. It is not lone thice ±e fune 
reguktioo fnrnied Jt Gibnter. 3hsc maay j*»rs i^ 
one of our okb ci war west finmL SmyRift m Grjo^Jbati 
When the hcahli ofieen learaed wiioe iiie ^is iruzu 
tbey giTe her a i|ob iiifFiK of three haadRd md ss?- 



five djy% end told Ae capfeu wboL sfae had ^asawsa^ 



titiMt term, /Acgr womUiJkem imkt mtkmmmhf^Mtnn. 
quesiiam whethtr tkgg ^kamM (pmit ker pr^y^-^jut 
noif 




The Bay of ManeOki 

paciouSy bat its effect ia m 
a number of tabiMkj wfaick 
tirely cooeeal the city tiD yoa are doae npoo h. A 
promontory to the a uiill i fB i t of the toim neuiy btiecti 
it, forming in efieet two dtttinct bayiL Men of war of 
a hrger size than aloopiy are obli|pd to anchor oct in the 
bay, aa the water is not deep eooogh in the harboar to 
admit of their entering it. The port of Marseilles is a 
basin, about half a mile in length and an eighth of a mile 
in breadth, running op into the heart of the city. Its 
entrance is ver^ narrow, and is defended 00 the left by 
batteries surmounted by a tower. The port is capacious 
^enough to contain tweire hundred merchantmen, and 
4iey are so completely sheltered from all winds that the 
Brereal fj^les which sweep over the stormy gulf of 

20* 
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L.yoDB, do not expose them to the least danger. As the 
slups in this harbour are necessarily so nCsr to ach 
other, the greatest precautious arc takeo to preveot ac- 
cidents by fire. Men of war are not allowed to CDtcT fl 
witliout having first imloaded their guna and renovMl 
all their powder from oii board. Not a single ^re i* tir 
lowed to be kindled on board of any ship. Even the 
ordioary cookiog for the crews roust be per&rmcd on 
shore. 

The quay which surrounds the basin, is the G 
have ever seen. In the cool of the day i 
forms one of the most agreeable promenades in the ei 
It is a pleasure to view die quantity and widy of H 
chandise exposed for sale in the large magaziMS i 
elegant shops, with which the quay is lined. 



blarseilles is tlie principal city in the aoulli of Fn-, 
%nd on some accounts second to none but Pam ia d 
kingdom. " If any town in France," says tbe | 
book, '■ can give an idea of the Capital, it is uoun 
and perhaps exclusively, Marseillea. No trthcr, it i 
pears to us, has so striking a resemblance to Pai , 
whether it be in the beauty and regubrity of iit wj* ' 
streets, the elegance of its buildings, the extent of iu 
quays, the alacrity and number of its [M>puUlioD, wkieh 
amounts to one hundred and twenty tfaouaaml aonlsi v 
finally in the potlteoess of Us inhabitants, and the eourloiT 
with which they receive the strangers who (reqiMM U 
from ail parts of the world," 

Tills, it must be allowed, Is lofty praise. Of its jtM- 
ea, I, who have never seen any other Frei>c]i ctiy, ui 
it of course competent to judge. Alarscillcs is divided 
into two parts, called the Old and New Lairn. TIk7 
are separated from each other by a street called " Ij- 
Cours," which joins at its two cxtremiUes the street* u 
Aix and of Rome. It is the principal street in Ihc 
One writer says it is tlie finest in France, umI p 
in Europe. It ia certainly very beautiful, but 1 qi 
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iog as to form m shade almost impervioas to the nj9 of 
the saa, and at the upper end of the street is a fountain, 
which, thouu^ not remarkable for elegance, produces aa 
agreeable efect by its rusticity. Here of an evening the 
beauty and fashion of Marseilles may always be seen io 
the multitudes who sally forth to breathe the fresh cool 
air, after the heats of a summer day. Many proloiig 
their walk to night-fall, and the effect is then particular- 
ly fine finom the contrast between the trees, dark, tow- 
erinc and solemn, and the light and graceful forms that 
flit uong beneath them. But there is an hour, when this 
place produces an effect still more deep and touching. It 
is when the world of business and of fashion have re- 
tired, and left it to the stillness and repose of midnight 
The lamps which had burnt bright during the evenio^ 
begin now to lose their lustre, and the dim but solemn 
light they cast on surrounding objects, the moaniD0 of 
tl^ wind as it passes lightly through the branches of the 
trees, the sweet bubblings of fountains which may now 
be distinctly heard from different parts of the city, ao 
occasiooal form that passes by, and which you might 
mistake for a genius /oc/, if you did not know that spi- 
rits tread with lighter step— Every thing, in short, 
which you sec or hear has something of divinity about 
it — something that touches the soul, and furnishes mat- 
ter for pensive but profitable meditation. If there is 
any thing of religion in nature, it is surely in a scene like 
this. 

The city is adorned with several handsome monu- 
ments. Among others is a column of Oriental granite, 
surrounded by a bust of the Chian Bard, on which is en- 
graved the following inscription, << The descendants of 
the Phocians to Homer.'' In one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-eight, was erected upon Iai Place £j- 
terieure ile la Porte du Nordy a beautiful triumphal arch 
in honour of the Dauphin and the army of Spain. It is 
supported by eight columns, and covered with stucoow 
It is not yet completed. >y 



T*r^ 



I visited the mxseanu rite Tuniii: I Bor ' ^ nnx u* Tosi 
public buildinc^ 22x1 'zriuEc sirjiAces -zi l^Cur^lissw mr 
a minute descripccfi zc dnsn -voiziiL mc ityrmpy ik "^'snr 
interesting. Tbe CarretrTL "nr.'r ul 'fit^ lazii: ie -nii ssl 
in the old town, a i r-ir-jiisirr in. mtsnim: if js iimiriL- 
ty. It is the ckSesc 'ir"«^^x ^ FnniTg, iimur uesn. l 
temple of Dsir.*. -irbsc Gail '^ns tiioksksl pt -oif Li- 
mans. It was rebr::Ih ry iht G-in^ bx d: "nii mi "eh- 
ple there still remain lie f:i::ii5ELi:»iai. l mrmiis: a: niar- 
ble columns of the Doric cmsr, aiic £ ipv- vksks d: i;:is^ 
relief sculpture, represexiirs rfligioig subiera- Z: n 
well worth the trouble of a Tist. 

The museum contains a coBecDon of om bnncr^d and 
seventy paintings, some of which were executed vj mt 
greatest masters of the arL In the vestibule there if a 
large collection of sarcophagi of the ancient Chrisiians. 
obtained from various churches and convents. Thev are 
usually of marble, and on the outside of them are sculp- 
tured a great variety of symbols, illustrating the lives of 
the persons whose remains they contained. The collec- 
tion of anatomical wax figures, in a different building, is 
well worthy of the attention of scientific gentlemen, 
though it falls far short of that in Florence in extent, in- 
terest, and value. In another part of Marseilles, there 
is, belonging to a piivate eentJeman whose name 1 do 
not reccrflect, a collection of insects more extensive and 
interesting than is to be met with perhaps in any other 
part of the world. They are from every quarter of the 
globe, beautifully arranged, and in a state of perfect pre- 
servation. The examination of this collection was one 
of the richest treats I enjoyed in Marseillea. The gen- 
tleman who owned it, appeared hi]^ly gratified at our 
visit, and treated us with the utmost attention and po- 
UtMiess. The public library contains fifty tbousand vo- 
lumes. Among them are many rare worki^ and mm 
manuscripts of great value. At the bead of tfae fna^ 
pal hall is a bust of the Abbe Bartfadenj^ Ike tkf^ 
a^d ingenious author of Auachanis 10 Grace* 

Bybrthe finest building in 3faneiIka«ikMtWftA. 
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de Ville, designed by the great Pujet. Nothing can ei- 
ceed in lichneM and beauty the facade of this edifiee^ 
It is of white marble, and adomea with sculpture of 
such exquisite execution as to have caused Bernini, when 
invited from Italy by Louis XIV., to exclaim on behold- 
ing it, '< Why should France send to Italy for 8culpton» 
when she has such artists of her own?'' 



There are several handsome walks in the countrv 
about Marseilles. One of them is by a new street called 
Magdalene, which leads to the Royal Botanic Garden, 
about a mile from the city. This garden is delightfully 
situated, and contains a large variety of plants and flow* 
ers, tastefully and scientifically arranged. But the motf 
picturesque and agreeable promenade about JVIarseilia 
is that by Le Cours Bourbon, which conducts to the 
Mounts Bourbon and Notre Dame, situated to the south 
of the city. The ascent to the former is by a windicc 
gravelled road, and its sloping sides and even sun- 
mi t are garnished with pleasure-seats, shade trees *^^ 
grass and flower plats. Near the highest point of ihi? 
mountain stands a beautiful antique column of Orienti 
granite, erected in honour of the Bourbon family. It i* 
surmounted by a marble globe, sprinkled with jlcttrs-de- 
li^^ory beneath which are engraved these wonis, •• Aui 
Bourbons." South of Mount Bourbon rises the mouo- 
tain of Our Lady, to the height of five hundred and te& 
feet above the level of the sea. From the summit oi 
this mountain the view is most extensive, diversiiied. 
and magnificent On one side of you stretches the Me^ 
diterranean in all its pride and glory: on the other, the 
eye takes in the entire city of Marseilles and the rich 
valley which encircles it, together with the mountaiitf 
that rise like a vast amphitheatre beyond lofty, bar- 
ren, and in many places inaccessible, forming, in their 
nakedness and sterility, a perfect contrast to the vine- 
clad and village-sprinkled hills, which surround the C>- 
talonian capitad. Th^ country about Marseilles is culu- 



imled like a gudeiiy aod Ae comrtiy-iaite of w u ttd m ila, 
Uwyenyfte. are ao nnmerouaai to make H qipear afanoat 
like a eontinuoua eity* 

On.diia moantain there ia a maD hat neat ehapd^ de» 
dieatad to the Virgin. It eontatna a mnnber of tolerable 
paintiny, and ia hung with innanwraUe rotife oSerinfj^ 
ebiefly of marinov. Here ia abo the aignal hooa^ 
whence the arriyal^ departore. Ice* of ireiiels are tele- 
graphed to the town. 



Maneillea ia the ehief eommeieial port in the iootb 
of Fruioe. It haa not at preBent aa moA commerce aa 
finierly, vdien it monopolized nearty the whole trade 
^ the Levant, bat the amoant ia itill Tcrjr peat The 
mamsinea and shopa are large^ nmncsroii% andwell floted 
with merehandiae of every deaeriptioD; and the amoooi 
of ahipping in the harbour^ Ae crowda that are conatant- 
ty aeon on the quay a and in the principal boaineaB streeta^ 
ud the ^peneral activity and life a pp ar e n t tfaroaghout the 
whole eitf, aU give evideoee of a ridb and floariahing 
metnq^liii But there ia another proof of the commerce 
of Maraeillec^ atill more ioterealioc Mid hantiful: it ia 
the number of Aipa conatantlr amring and clearing. I 
have atood on the quarter deck of the Conatellatir>n of a 
naomini^ and counted opwarda of thirty reccela iitand- 
iag out of the harbour at the fame ttuM^ and more than 
a hundred in the coutk of a day. 



MareeiDea haa recently become a place of more impor* 
tanee and intereit to our naval officers than it haa here- 
toJor6 been. Our Navy agient in the Mediterranean^ 
who Ibrmerly reaided at Gibraltar, ia at preeent establiih- 
•d in that ciUr^ and from there all the euppliea of mooajr 
for the uaa of the aquadron will hereafter be obtained. 
Xhia I eopaider a moat judieioua change, for Maneillei^ 
in evefj jpoint of view, except a military one, poeeeaeea 
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decided advantages over Gibraltar. This U thee 
reearda society, arts, amusemeDU, and a huadrvd O 
things that might be mentioned. It will giro ooroT 
lre<iueD! opportunities of making excuniioni into tbt U 
terior of France, and occasionaily of visiting the c 
itself. It will aObrd tliem facilities, not before cnjoyrrt. 
of acquiring a practical knowledge of the French lan- 
guage, that sine qua non of a naval officer. 

'1 he society of Marseillea is extensive and very teta- 
«ble. I had no letters of introduction, and yet 1 nuA 
the acquaintance of a number of French geottemen, by 
rhom I was treated witli the greatest polilcncn. aIi 
the south of Europe, strangers find a much m&B 
to polite society than in the north of Kunrpe or 
Uniltfd Stales. Accident frequently introduce* yce 
gentlemen of the highest respectability. Soch u »p- 
lintanco as this 1 had the good fortutie to moke H > 
ikstore, in the Ablie de Kicasoli. The purest dMW* 
educed me to him, but i aftenvards pasiKd muy i 
pleasant hour iu his company. I found him a rooM eab- 
mablc. learned and worthy man, and a mutual altaduDcct 
was formed, ivhich will ever be among the most pletwii 
illections of my " wandcrinES through many landa" 
vas a native of Florence, but had lunij resided i: 
ce, and he spoke not only Italian and Frrnchi hui 
German, Spanish, and a little English. lie »•' 
that, although he was always anxious lo practise ipcaL- 
ing our lung;uage, whenever opportuuities occuncd, jt: 
it was more important for me to have practice in Itauu. 
than for him to have it in English, and he « " ^ 
fore never allow mc to converse with him in 
Italian language. When I took leave of him^ 
his arms around my neck and said, ft pC 
hacio," kissing me at tlie same timi 
cheeks. This was the first time I was ever luMeil by 
man, but I afterwards became quite nrcu*iomcd to it 
*'aly> Evenabook8ellerinFlorence,aftt:r Ihadpui 

* "The plcuuTCof > kiM." 



E 



n rocb tSwj 



Ml 

some three or foar doLbir worth of books of him, ho* 
ooured me with two as violent smacks is any reasonable 
man could desu^ 



Oq the nieht of the thirtieth of June, the quarter deck 
of our ship exhibited such a scene as I had never before 
witnessed on board. She might then have been appro- 
priately styled the *^ brilliant Constellation/' for 



** Belgium's capitail had gathered there 
Her beauty and her chiv^iln-." 



A grand ball was given by the captain and wardroom 
officers, and more than five hundred persons. Ujfr flgw«r 
of Marseilles, were present on the occasion. Th<^ quarter 
deck was fitted up as a hall. A splendid canopy was 
formed of the colours of all nations, tastefully arm^K^sd, 
and hung with large and beautiful feslooub oi :iuV/nJ 
flowers. The capstern and m\zA:n mast wer> aibv <jvv«sr* 
ed with ensigns, so as to destroy their other vi-.b*'. ;je« vy 
appearance ; the carronades were ran out, aiid «:i' t f '-^rrr^ 
ed on both sides of the ship ; the dwk wa* pij-;. •>..•; y^rji 
various fanciful figures ; tlie illuminatiyiig w*^;* v;....^-*, j 
every thing, in short, was made ty w^ar t--- i.; *;: ..jf^v 
ness and elegance, which I would lyA )u\t >;. ':'.*^ 
it possible to impart to a man of war. Kv<rry y^r. 'A v.*s 
ship was in excellent order. She h*.d r^j^U*-/: -•* 'y,,;.^ 
scouring in the morning, and \).h hT.yX wor x ;.'4/i '4\\ 
been polished to such adegr^^: tlut it* r«;fle/i\o;. a*>j Ike 
that of a mirror. 

About two hundred ladies were previnr, all »p!^r.d:^!y 
dressed, and many of them very \^mu\S»\. I :*• ;// 
about to give a particular descrif/.io:i of «m: *.'U»^-4,'. 
mcnt. Suffice it to say that It •a';ih o'^e of «,,*; r ',•*> ,> i. 
liant of the kind ever given to tKe 'lyA '/-*»',' / '*T<^ 
scilles, and all who were pr^rvjr.t -jx,U': of .*' - •,-/. -..* 
Supper was served on the gun ^Wa 4v/,* ','/■ / f^,^ 
the morning. There were ?hrf/- '-<•,>#•» v - ^ .r.\, 
the company began to AV^yr^g-, ,.,y x -^^ -.r..* \. ^ 
light before they had all left ^ v 4t\\t^. 
VOL. L 2\ 
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In taking the company ashore, a gentleman on leav- 
ing the boat offered the midshipman who went in it as 
o£cer. a dollar for his trouble. Glancing a stem look 
upon him, he said, " Sir, are you aware that I am an 
American officer?" He made some apology by saving 
that he thought such things customary; and concluded by 
asking if he might give it to the boat\s crew? " No, sir," 
replied the young officer promptly and sternly, "our 
sailors are paid by Government for their services." 

The next day all hands were called to muster. Dur- 
ing the night there had been many opportunities of 
stealing ashore unobserved, and the men generally sup- 
posed that they had been called for the purpose of ascer- 
taining who had taken "French leave." Their disap- 
pointment was therefore only equalled by their joj, 
when they were told that all the prisoners in the "brig^ 
.^•ere to be released, and the whole crew allowed to 
"splice the main brace" for good behaviour. Poor fel- 
lows! the compliment was well merited, and, though not 
the most brilliant, was at least llie most acceptable rhj: 
could have been given them. They had worked iiari a!I 
the preceding day to prepare the ship for the pony. !.i i 
been kept up all night, and no improprieties of any k::.«i 
had been committed by them. The Iioat^s' crew? j*arti- 
cularly had had a hard time of it. From seven to l^n 
o'clock in the evening, and from two to live in iht.- n.orr.- 
ing, they had been incessantly engaged in brinuins ir.o 
company off and taking them ashore a^ain. I Jul fur ill 
his toils and vigils a glass of grog is to a sailor an ample 
compensation. This is the magic that has mo>t powtr 
over his spirit — the lever by which he is most easily 
moved. 

The Fourth of July was honoured with a salute or. 
board of each shij) at sunrise, noon, and sunstt. H-r 
morning and evening salutes were politely a!i>\vtn:i 
from the French batteries on shore. The iiali-jii-il en- 
sign was displayed at the main and fore masts, :»r..i ihi 
Union Jack at the mizen. This is all we had iji t!;.- wjy 
of a ceJcbralion. Dluvid ow salt ^unk and hani tark. 



:k the x^A.rr. -:44 



the Ph«niian< ire iiundred -.na iin*??r-.Tir:e ■-:•:■'• 'r-r* 
ChrT-iT. uui .n *he jnt* r.ir.-.irr^-i x.a :i;:'"-:iL' .rr. -•.:- i 
Re ■::•*. iur:mi "he i^iicn Ji" -.nt -i'ler Tini •...:'. • vis 
conizuereii md :ii:.ae i Hom-n irov-ni:':: jy ,"jiiiui '.!i'5*r. 
The ccDi;ue*sts n Hume, iniikc- '.tiose jt A:nens* v fi*- ji" 
a libeni irni zenerous :harioter. Comiuereu uiiuna* 
were ilwav3 :a i jeiter ^oniiiiion liter than ')*rt"on' iw.xr 
subiecuoa ra her Dower. because, in aUiiition rn :uMriv 
all the priviietces which diey previously t:!ijiiyi!il, Uu*y 
received die li^t and rednements o( r.heir (Mintiutrn )rs. la 
cooibrmiry to thia wue and humane policy, MarNitillrs, 
in return for the [o» of independence, n*i'.i:iv(!fl tin: 
letters of Rome, and soon became dodlMtin^juiMhi!!! tor it..i 
schools and the learning of ita philoHophiirn, tli.-if. <',irj*.ro 
called it the Athens of Gaul, and others ^avr* it i.li«: rj:im<: 
of the sister of Rome and rival of Carth.ii^*:. 'IK*: lif^ 
man nobility were accustomed to send t!:i(:-r v*t.'. '/^ '^. 
educated at the Academy of Mar»:illf:"». TK*: ar.'..* •.* ' .*j 
was, however, so completely destroy «:'i uy ':.*: iVifS^ 
rians who overturned the Roman ftr/ipir*: ^h:l^, ^•/.■.■. -rn 
exception of the Cathedral already iut'M\.ftr,fj:^ -.tA • 
vestige of it now remains^ 



Having been detained for sev^r*! *i:ty^ V/ ?*<•/•»•%./ /,ii"-«^ 
at three o'clock on the mornint^ of rh^ <»/fh ^t" « •' /. •'* 
hands were again called U9 *« 'ip :»r.ri-.r.r./* mil •''"•'• » 
went on deck, the bay of M;»rv:i.lft^ »»*< ;'.«t tM*..*- . •••4 
the ship, with a fresh br^i^zft 'ifisatl uV. ^*** i«^^"» .t-.^./. -. 
ing through the billowy r,r.r.ft. '^'». ^sn.^^.l •!' i-v '''.'■'/ 
the coast of **La b*silft f'rir./»j*./"' *r» ^<»:o« •" • 
tolerably distinct vi^nr "jrf v.a *»;»;ii«:«; •■ • -^ ... y*y« 
by a character of jcr^.vi^*.*' miim^i* '-^uw j' ■'■ ^ * .• - - ■ 
as we saw it or« UA H';r:-:'i. r «•«« ««-/?-» "/ ■' • •* ** 
mountains, pr«r-irJ-r v^v vm «tiK ''v. -* • * 
cultivatiori, 'pp*«^.f.Ai^ »» -''•»♦ '^ -""•»• 
complete ciytv-wf v^ tii«. ai^.; i.n* • *- -- 
of CaU^vsuJt, iji^ivau«:;< ^ li«» ■ .-. • «• 
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smiling to their very summits beneath the hand of culti- 
vation. We saw Toulon as we passed it The fiay i* 
not so large as that of Marseilles; but as there arc nc 
islands to obstruct the view, the eflcct is much finer. 
The situation of Toulon appeared to be far superior to 
that of Marseilles. 

The appearance of the coast on the following day wai 
very difi'erent from that which it had presented on thft 
sixth, being far less rugged, and consequently better cul- 
tivated and more thickly peopled. We passed screnl 
towns and villages, some of which arc famous in historv. 
particularly Frejus and Cannes. With these two tonm 
the name of the greatest general the world ever saw. 
will always be inseparably associated. At the former be 
landed on his return from the unfortunate campaign in 
Egypt, and set sail an exile to the island of Elba; at the 
latter he disembarked after his escape from the place of 
his banishment, and commenced his memorable march 
to Paris. We saw also an old castle in ruins, in which 
the Man of the Iron Mask is said to have been coi.iiRcd. 

I3ut anotlier prospect was presented to our view \\f.i.:r. 
awakened, at least in my mind, an interest far licejM.: 
and more enthusiastic. ** Italy? the coast cjf Itiily. ifii' 
flower garden of the arts; that fairy land of jnu>ic ai; i o: 
song, of bright skies and sunny looks?" So; it wai j 
prospect, though less rich in beautiful rcminiscenci*. 
diviner far, because it shadowed forth more clearly the 
mysterious power and majesty of Nature's (ioD. It waj 
the Alps — so famed in history, and so gluriuus in reality 
— the Alps, whose overpowering grandeur ju>tifies ihc 
bold personification of Byron, when he says their *• sum- 
mits have throned Eternity in icy lialls of cold sub- 
limity." They appeared breaking through the distance 
about twelve o'clock, and were full in sight all the after- 
noon. Their summits were mingled with ihe cluuti*. 
and the snows of a thousand ages were glittering on the:: 
sides. 



Eti focd ciumar^ siuziuit. * 



The mornicf oc she -siihrii ii Jiij ii^-ii:.-*-: a; -iir 
vievr the Itaiu:: cxoaar; inii "unincn 317 nrer^r a r^izir^ 
on it arose from di&rwi: !aufli». x "vas ii:r .ess *r:r:ni«- 
utie thao that of .Ccea^ izui .iL:f !:i'nr:.iiii(:a.*?. -v:ip': -lej 
fiiocied that thev sboulid ind -v.rhiii .rs -i»r7:ri're5 "ab 
long promijed 9pQC wb«re ^iie ;na«rs :t :he:r i^i T^^ 
Aould cause them to ^rzec :he:r -viniiern;!? ir.it ::ie:r 
woes. Their fcplfnc^ w»r« oi-amnrefi hv inr.,':':ar-.on: 
mine by memory- I: wm ooc 'icwever. •* .cv Iwij'' 
(humUtrnqyt Italiamk tihat 8C« »rv. The '.r^isr. -r*ier«» 
we made it, was a sccare^oo cu lottv moiinuui's. -vrioiie 
sides were thicklv sowed with Tillaicsa* uid ~;ie -vhote 
soenery presented jceh a combixuicon ic-v/Lii fiiMl.Tnirr 
and romantic beaatv. as no man. 'rxn m7 -us^e :'i:r "iiis 
charms of natcre. eould behoid w-.chr^iT: t.:!^ ieepeat 
and purest emotions. 

The first sight of soch a conntry as Ir^iy rar.r.cr r-if. -o 
produce strong feelings in a mind acr/iciiateii -^'.rr^ its 
nistory and sensible to moral greatness. chy^u^aL beauty, 
or the lighter traces of elegant liti>nr:r? inii the nne 
arts. The recoilections connected witr. 1:^1 t ir** more 
varied, numerous and interesting than those which any 
other portion of the globe wo>ild awiken. Tr:e o»jt 
strongest and purest religious associations -^ike a differ- 
ent direction. Palestine is a name dear :o everv Chris- 
tian. Patriarchs and prophets have hallowed it with 
their presence and their labours. There Christ's own 
voice was heard, and there his Apostles thundered, wept 
and warned. Greece too wakens powerful associations. 
The Greeks were in many respects a more wonderful 
people than the Romans. They possessed more genius, 
more impetuosity, more quickness, more of that ethereal 
spirit, which makes men perceire and relish beauty in 
its ten thousand forms. The period, however, during 
which they figure in history, is comparatiTely short 
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But Italy — when has it ever ceased to be an object of 
deep and absorbing interest? At what period, durinjc the 
long series of ages, which have elnpscd since the tir«t 
Grecian colony was planted upon its shores, does not its 
history afford matter for profound and profitable rcfleo 
tion? The Grecian colonists, those adventurous and har- 
dy pioneers of civilization in various countries, who es- 
tablished themselves upon the coast of Italy, formed re- 
publics where commerce, philosophy, letters and the 
arts flourished as in the natal soil. Rome in her three 
grand estates, kingly, republican and imperial — how 
vast and diversified" is the field which her history opens 
to our contemplation! And when at length her colossal 
power, already tottering beneath the weight of its own 
corruptions, is subverted by the Northern Barbarians, 
in a far-off corner of her territories, Venice rises Pho^ 
nix-like from the ashes of the empire, and liberty, patri- 
otism and virtue find a safe asylum within her sca-u-asb- 
ed walls. The histories of the Italian Republics of the 
Middle Ages, of the gigantic power and the no less jji- 
gantic corruptions of the Papal See; of the revival and 
spread of learning, of the origin and growth of modern 
art, and finally of the various political revolu lions of 
later times, are all replete with lessons of the liighe«t 
practical wisdom and prudence. And even in her pre- 
sent politically scathed and degraded state, Italy still 
clings, with a tenacity which no power can weaken, to 
the only precious inheritance which she has left. She 
is still the venerable depository of antiquity, and the in- 
ner sanctuary of the arts. Her cities and villages, her 
churches, palaces and academics are filled with the me- 
morials of ancient greatness, and the productions of mo- 
dern genius. 

I shall close this volume with the following eloquent 
passage, extracted from an article in the British Critic 
on Cramer's Description of Ancient Italy. ** In what- 
ever light," says this al)le and learned writer, ** we view 
the history of It;ily, whether we look to its former po- 
iitical power or to its spiritual dominion in later times ; 
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whether we confide r h as ihe ismd ofparriois sa 
or as llie Lurse ■: f iiZfttrv itaf me ans^ : viirihe; 
it in the spieri iccr of :i« clorv. o: prosrrart- 
based as ii is ai preseL!. mtrt is l charn. ir. uii 
I ta I V , which 1 e w are I'hl'j jsophi cii] en ouch tc» re 
thei*e is surely ir.sirjciioi to t»* drawn iroir. it* 
which no phiiusophy chii pri^s^rr. in more sn* 
lasting colours.'- 



END OF rOLCME I. 
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